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Districts seek fix for $850M i in deficits 


Teachers cut, schools closed across region as 
public education leaders face tough choices 


By Michael Garcia 
and Elizabeth Sander 
STAFF WRITERS 


Staring down a $100 million 
deficit budget, even after deciding 
to close three campuses in Febru- 
ary, Aldine ISD trustees have a 
difficult decision to make this 
week. 


Voting on Aldine ISD’s budget 
on Monday will involve a10% cut 
to the district’s budget, including 
100 employees. The proposed 
budget comes after the board vot- 
ed to close Conley, Sammons and 
Gray elementaries earlier this 
year. And more campuses may 
need to be closed before the 2025- 
2026 year to remain afloat. 


“In recent years, Aldine ISD 
has had to face some tough reali- 
ties: student enrollment declines, 
a lack of affordable housing 
throughout the community, de- 
clining birth rates, and decreased 
funding from the state,” district 
spokesperson Sylvia Samuell 
wrote. 

The district on the north side of 
Houston is led by well-known 
Superintendent LaTonya Goff- 
ney, and is praised for innova- 

Districts continues on A5 


Aldine ISD 
already 
closed three 
elementaries 
earlier this 
year, and 
more 
campuses 
may be on the 
chopping 
block. 


Jon Shapley/ 
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By Dug Begley 


STAFF WRITER 


For Tee Orizu, the path of 
least resistance between her 
Gulfton apartment near Burnett 
Bayland Park and a Legacy 
Community Health clinic — 
along broken sidewalks 
scorched by the sun and across 
a heavily trafficked road with 
drivers darting from all direc- 
tions — is simply reality. 

For the people hoping to 
make improvements in Gulfton, 
Orizu's story presents a variety 
of problems that can be solved 
only by taking an honest look at 
who lives in the neighborhood 


Women walk along a bike lane on High Star near a Legacy 
Community Health clinic. Whitmire has criticized the lane. 


Photos by Brett Coomer/Staff photographer 
Mayor John Whitmire walks with Tammy Rodriguez as they take a tour last week of High Star Drive. 


Whitmire promises fixes 
for transportation in Gulfton 


But some worry mayor will derail projects, such as more bus service 


and what they say they need. 


“I have been here for a long 
time, and I can tell you, for a lot 
of that, no one was listening," 
said Tammy Rodriguez, who 
has been active in the communi- 
ty for more than two decades. 
"They were saying what Gulf- 
ton needed. ... They were not 
asking people what they want- 
ed." 

Charging into the debate is 
Mayor John Whitmire, who has 
blasted some recent changes by 
the city and others that, he says, 
impede mobility and harm ac- 
cess to schools and health care 


services. 


His rhetoric has 
Gulfton continues on A3 


Israeli 
centrist 
exits war 
Cabinet 


Ex-military leader 
says Netanyahu has 
mismanaged effort 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


JERUSALEM  — Benny 
Gantz, a centrist member of Is- 
rael's three-man war Cabinet, 
announced his resignation Sun- 
day, accusing Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of mis- 
managing the 
war effort and 
putting his own 
*political surviv- 
al" over the coun- 
try's security 
needs. 

The move does 
not immediately 
pose a threat to 
Netanyahu, who still controls a 
majority coalition in parliament. 
But the Israeli leader becomes 
more heavily reliant on far-right 
allies who oppose the latest 
U.S.-backed cease-fire proposal 
and want to press ahead with 
the war against Hamas. 

“Unfortunately, Netanyahu is 
preventing us from achieving 
true victory, which is the justifi- 
cation for the painful and ongo- 
ing price,” Gantz said. He added 
that Netanyahu was “making 
empty promises” and that the 
country needs to take a different 
direction, as he expects the 
fighting to continue for years. 

The popular former military 
chief joined Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment shortly after the Oct. 7 
Hamas attack in a show of unity. 
His presence also boosted Isra- 
el’s credibility with its interna- 
tional partners. Gantz has good 
working relations with U.S. offi- 
cials. 

Gantz had said he would leave 
the government by this past Sat- 
urday if Netanyahu did not for- 
mulate a new plan for postwar 
Gaza. 

He scrapped a planned news 

Israel continues on A6 
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H-E-B chair slowed political spending amid voucher fight 


By Edward McKinley 


AUSTIN BUREAU 


Charles Butt, the billionaire 
H-E-B chairman, has spent 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
over decades bolstering public 
education in Texas. 

But this year, in a political 
fight over private school vouch- 
ers that public schools fear 
could decimate their budgets, 
Butt wound down his political 


spending. 

Gov. Greg Abbott and pro- 
voucher groups pumped a re- 
cord-breaking $15 million into 
flipping state House seats ahead 
of the March primaries, while 
the grocery giant's political ac- 
tion committee spent just under 
$2 million supporting GOP in- 
cumbents. 

After bruising defeats in the 
first round, Butt spent even less 
in May's runoffs, in which four 


more pro-voucher candidates 
won, securing a presumed ma- 
jority in the House to pass Ab- 
bott's plan next year to divert 
taxpayer dollars to private and 
religious schools. 

The week before the defeats, 
Butt’s political committee re- 
ported that it had left more than 
$10 million unspent in its ac- 
count. 

The results have left some 
who have fought voucher pro- 


posals for years wondering 
whether the retreat is a sign that 
the state's 86-year-old champion 
for schools is no longer as com- 
mitted to the fight. 

Beyond vouchers, the right- 
ward lurch of the Texas House 
following this election cycle 
could hamstring the political in- 
fluence of public school leaders 
and their allied groups. And it 
comes ahead of a pivotal legisla- 
tive session, as Abbott has held 


up bipartisan proposals to in- 
crease public education spend- 
ing, raise teacher pay and re- 
form special education in his bid 
to get vouchers approved. 

Bill Miller, a founder at the 
HillCo Partners lobbying firm 
who represents H-E-B and 
Butt's education group Raise 
Your Hand Texas, said Butt 
couldn't keep up with *unprece- 
dented" contributions on the 

Vouchers continues on A6 
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When is hurricane season worst here? 


By Justin Ballard 
NEWSROOM METEOROLOGIST 


June1marked the official start to 
the 2024 Atlantic hurricane sea- 
son, which runs through Nov. 30. 

The Atlantic basin is quiet now, 
but early season outlooks suggest 
this year could be a historic one. 
Many Houston residents are al- 
ready wondering when the worst 
of the season is on average, hoping 
to get some sort of idea for what 
could be to come. 

Obviously it’s hard to say 
whether a tropical storm or hurri- 
cane will make landfall on the Tex- 
as Gulf Coast this season. Any 
landfall projections you may come 
across on social media are either 
standing on shaky science or out- 
right out for clicks. But what is cer- 
tain is all of Southeast Texas needs 
to prepare for whatever the season 
may bring. 


Big question 

A question on many people's 
minds is: “When is hurricane sea- 
son the worst?" 

The answer to that can vary tre- 
mendously by how you're defining 


Staff file photo 


A Coast Guard helicopter flies over the Bolivar Peninsula as 
Hurricane Ike approached the Gulf Coast on Sept. 12, 2008. 


what “the worst" is. For the sake of 
simplicity, let's first analyze when 
major hurricanes occur along the 
upper Texas Gulf Coast. As a re- 
minder, a major hurricane is one 
with winds of m mph or higher. 

The most recent named major 
hurricane that made landfall along 
the upper Texas Gulf Coast was 
Hurricane Alicia in 1983. That's 


certainly not to say plenty of 
named major hurricanes haven't 
affected Houston — just look at 
Harvey in 2017 or Rita in 2005. But 
neither of those hurricanes made 
landfall directly on the Houston- 
Galveston area coastline. 

This underscores the impor- 
tance of looking not only at where 
a hurricane may track but also at 


how any Gulf hurricane near the 
Texas coast can have far-reaching 
effects. 

Going back to before 1953 when 
hurricanes first began getting 
names, five major hurricanes have 
made landfall in Southeast Texas 
since the 1850s, including the dev- 
astating 1900 Galveston hurricane. 

Of six named major hurricanes, 
five came ashore during the 
months of August or September. 
Of those five, four major hurri- 
canes came ashore between Aug. 15 
and Sept. 15. 

Let's also keep in mind that a 
major hurricane is not the sole def- 
inition of a memorable or life- 
changing hurricane. Hurricane 
Ike in 2008 wasimph shy of being 
classified a Category 3 hurricane 
when it made landfall along the 
Bolivar Peninsula in mid-Septem- 
ber. Ike is responsible for the 
deaths of at least 100 people and 
caused damage worth $5 billion. 


Early tropical storms 

It doesn't take a hurricane to 
make a lasting impression on a 
community. Tropical storms and 
tropical depressions both can leave 


their mark and make the hurri- 
cane season a memorable one. 

Tropical Storm Allison's slow 
movement, with rounds of ex- 
tremely heavy rainfall, resulted in 
widespread rain totals of 15 to 25 
inches across Harris County. Even 
greater rain totals were recorded 
on the east side of Houston and in 
eastern Harris County. The high- 
est rain total reached in excess of 
38 inches, much of which fell over 
12 hours between June 8 and 9, 
2001. 

Damage estimates in the Hous- 
ton area alone topped $4 billion, 
with more than 14,000 homes de- 
stroyed. Allison was directly at- 
tributed to the deaths of 23 people 
in Texas. 


Get prepared now 

What can you do now? Pre- 
pare your disaster plan. Take an 
hour or two to document what 
you and your family will do in 
the event a hurricane approaches 
the Houston area. Share that plan 
with friends, neighbors, and 
extended family so they know 
where you might be in case com- 
munication lines are down. 


Residents seek more help from FEMA at town hall, fair 


By Peter Warren 
STAFF WRITER 


Houstonians and community 
activists criticized the Federal 
Emergency Management Agen- 
cy for its job helping people re- 
cover from last month’s storm 
during a Saturday town hall and 
resource fair in Houston’s Fifth 
Ward. 

At one point during the town 
hall, Texas Organizing Project 
member Synnachia McQueen Jr. 
outlined a list of four demands 
to FEMA in hopes of improving 
the agency’s response. 

The organization wants more 
in-person application assistance 
sites, more assistance for non- 
English speakers, better adver- 
tising for FEMA’s rental assis- 
tance programs and a simplified 
appeals process. 

“We know that our communi- 
ties are often hit the worst and 
hardest and take the longest to 
recover,” said Sofia Lopez, an- 
other Texas Organizing Project 
member. “The purpose of this 
town hall is not to beat up on 
FEMA but it’s to work together 
to make sure that the infrastruc- 
ture exists for when big storms 
come, we know that people 
aren't left behind." 

Saturday's event at Pleasant 
Hill Baptist Church was set up 
for people to connect with orga- 
nizations providing assistance, 
including FEMA. 

Harris County Precinct 2 


En 


Raquel Natalicchio/Staff photographer 


Community members affected by May's extreme weather that left thousands without power 
gather to receive information and resources during a town hall and resource fair on Saturday. 


Commissioner Adrian Garcia 
told the media his office heard 
FEMA rejected many people af- 
ter they submitted claims in its 
online portal. 

"Today's an opportunity to 
help those folks who may have 
inadvertently been rejected to 
have an opportunity to have 
their applications corrected and 
be accepted by FEMA," Garcia 
said. “Were grateful that FEMA 


is willing to listen." 

A FEMA representative said 
people can be denied for many 
reasons, such as not providing 
an insurance settlement or evi- 
dence that the home is some- 
one's primary residence. But it is 
possible to get approved after 
adding this information, which 
people can do with in-person 
appointments or on the phone. 

In addition to FEMA, other 


organizations attended the fair, 
including the Small Business 
Administration; the Coalition 
for Environment, Equity, and 
Resilience; and the Bayou City 
Waterkeeper. 

The Power Up Harris County 
Coalition — which includes the 
Texas Organizing Project, 
Workers Defense Project and 
AFL-CIO, among other groups 
— sponsored the event. 


"The impact is really big," 
said Lizeth Chacón, the execu- 
tive director for Workers De- 
fense. “The point of today is to be 
in community together across 
the different organizations 
working here in Houston and to 
ensure that people get connect- 
ed to vital resources that they’re 
going to need in order to make it 
in the upcoming months. 

Deloris Thomas, a Fifth Ward 
resident, said she is still trying 
to cope with and clean up from 
the storms last month, which 
tore off part of the roof of her 
house. 

She attended the event hoping 
to learn more about solutions 
not just for herself and her situa- 
tion but also for the community 
in general. 

“Just driving around the area, 
it’s depressing,” Thomas said. 

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church 
pastor Harvey Clemons Jr. noted 
recovering from the derecho has 
been a different beast. 

For hurricanes, most people 
are alerted days ahead of the 
storm to allow them to prepare 
for what might be coming. The 
suddenness of the May 16 storm 
meant the lead-in time to pre- 
pare wasn’t there. 

“This was a different kind of 
trauma to our community,” Cle- 
mons said. “This hit us unex- 
pectedly, and because of that the 
impact of recovery is as difficult 
as the impact of coming from a 
hurricane.” 


Man who used bear spray, 


By John Wayne Ferguson 


STAFF WRITER 


A Houston man who pleaded 
guilty to attacking police during 
the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection in 
Washington, D.C., using bear 
spray and a metal whip against 
officers was sentenced to spend 
more than six years in federal 
prison. 

Andrew Taake, 35, received 
one of the harshest sentences so 
far among the 20 Houston-area 
people who have been charged 
for their participation in the riot. 

Taake in December pleaded 
guilty to to one count of assault- 
ing, resisting or impeding cer- 
tain officers using a dangerous 
weapon, a felony. 

Taake brought bear spray and 
a metal whip to the “Stop the 
Steal” rally, and was among the 
the first people to force their way 
onto the Capitol grounds, ac- 


cording to prose- 
cutors. He was 
accused of spray- 
ing Metropolitan 
Police ^ officers 
with the bear 
spray “engulfing 
the officers in the 
cloud of orange 


Taake 


chemicals.” 

He was accused of spraying 
police at least four times, throw- 
ing a water bottle at officers and 
hitting an officer in the arm with 
his metal whip. He then entered 
the Capitol building and spent 
about 20 minutes inside, accord- 
ing to the Justice Department. 

According to prosecutors, 
Taake was turned in to author- 
ities by a woman he was chatting 
with on Bumble, a dating app. 
Taake messaged a woman on 
Jan. 6, saying he had been “pep- 
per sprayed, tear gassed, had 
flash bangs thrown at me, and 


hit with batons for peacefully 
standing there," and then sent a 
photo of himself to the woman. 
She reported to authorities on 
Jan. 9. 

In interviews with HuffPost 
reporter Ryan Reilly, the woman 
who turned in Taake said she 
sought out people on the dating 
app she believed took part in the 
riot and ended up reporting 
three people. 

In a victim impact statement 
written to the court, one of the 
officers whom Taake assaulted 
said he was hit in the face by the 
bear spray. 

“I was immediately blinded,” 
Metropolitan Police Office Na- 
than Tate wrote. “It was the 
most pain I’ve ever experienced. 
It was like living death. It took 
my breath away. It left me entire- 
ly vulnerable.” 

Tate called the defense of the 
Capitol “one of the hardest 


things I have faced in my life” 
and wrote he still has trouble 
sleeping because of the memo- 
ries of the attack. He wrote that 
he forgave Taake but wanted 
him held accountable. 

Prosecutors had sought a sen- 
tence of 78 months, according to 
court records. U.S. District 
Judge Carl Nichols sentenced 
Taake to 74 months in prison, to 
be followed by 36 months of su- 
pervised release. He also was or- 
dered to pay $2,000 in restitu- 
tion. 

Taake’s defense attorney 
couldn’t immediately be reached 
for comment. 

Taake was arrested in July 
2021 and was ordered held with- 
out bail, according to federal 
court records. At the day of his 
official sentencing, he’d already 
spent about 34 months in prison. 

In announcing Taake’s sen- 
tence, prosecutors said he had 


whip on police in Jan. 6 riot gets 6 years 


traveled to Washington while on 
pretrial release for a charge of 
online solicitation of a minor in 
Texas. Taake was charged with 
the misdemeanor in 2016, ac- 
cording to Harris County Court 
records. The charge was still ac- 
tive as of Thursday, according to 
court records. 

Since Jan. 6, more than 1,400 
people have been charged with 
crimes related to the riot. That 
number includes at least 20 peo- 
ple from Harris County or sur- 
rounding counties. 

Of the local people who have 
been convicted related to Jan. 6, 
only one person has received a 
lengthier sentence than Taake. 
Shane Jenkins, of Houston, was 
sentenced to seven years in pris- 
on after being convicted of as- 
saulting an officer, destruction 
of government property, five 
other felonies and two misde- 
meanors. 
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Have wage increases outpaced inflation under Biden? 


POLITIFACT 


By Louis Jacobson 
POLITIFACT 


The claim: Americans have 
consistently expressed concern 
about increased living costs, 
especially after inflation peaked 
at a four-decade high of about 
9% in summer 2022. Although 
the year-over-year inflation rate 
has eased to about 3%, it’s un- 
surprising that inflation came 
up when Time magazine in- 
terviewed President Joe Biden 
for a June 4 story. 

In the interview transcript, 
Time staff said, “Cumulative 
inflation means prices are up 
nearly 2096 since you took office 
and wage increases have not 
kept pace." 

Biden replied, *Wage in- 
creases have exceeded what the 
cost of inflation, which you're 
talking about as the prices that 
were pre-COVID prices.” 

He continued, “Pre-COVID 
prices are not the same as 
whether or not they — you have 
... corporate America ripping off 
the public now. You have every- 
thing from shrinkflation to 
what’s going on in terms of the 
way in which they’re artificially 
moving significantly to increase 
their ... profits. That’s not the 
same as inflation. That’s price 
gouging.” 

PolitiFact ruling: Half 
true. Using the standard mea- 
surements that compare in- 
flation and wages, and the time 
frame the interviewer used — 
Biden’s entire presidency, which 
started in January 2021 — Biden 
is incorrect about wages and 
inflation. Inflation has outpaced 
wages during that time period. 

However, wages have out- 
paced inflation when compared 
with the past one- and two-year 
periods, and with their prepan- 
demic levels — the last data 
available before a few years in 
which the pandemic’s effects 
wreaked havoc on economic 
statistics. 


ABOUT POLITIFACT 


PolitiFact is a fact-checking 
project to help you sort out fact 
from fiction in politics. 
Truth-O-Meter ratings are 
determined by a panel of three 
editors. The burden of proof is on 
the speaker, and PolitiFact rates 
statements based on the 
information known at the time 
the statement is made. 


Discussion 

To check Biden’s statement, 
we looked at how two standard 
federal statistics have tracked in 
recent years: The consumer 
price index, a monthly price 
inflation gauge for a fixed basket 
of goods, and average hourly 
earnings for all private employ- 
ees, a monthly measurement of 
how worker pay changes. 

When we contacted the 
White House for comment, they 
pointed us to an October 2023 
analysis by the Brookings In- 
stitution, a Washington, D.C., 
think tank, that compared the 
prepandemic 2019 fourth quar- 
ter with the 2023 second quar- 
ter, and an alternative measure 
calculated by a Democratic 
congressional committee, both 
of which found wages outpacing 
inflation. 

Since Biden took office in 
January 2021, inflation has in- 
creased 19.3% while wages have 
risen 16.1%. 


Evan Vucci/Associated Press 


Although Joe Biden was not president when the pandemic began, the pandemic’s rapid and 
severe economic impacts affected economic statistics well into his presidency. 


Examining other time frames 
after Biden took office shows 
that wages outpaced inflation. 

In the year-over-year period 
from April 2023 to April 2024, 
wages have risen 3.9%, while 
inflation increased 3.4%. 

It’s the same story from April 
2022 to April 2024. Although 
inflation initially outpaced wag- 
es, wages caught up, ultimately 
rising 8.8% compared with 
inflation at 8.5%. 

What we found is similar to 
what Time published in its 
fact-check of Biden's interview. 
Time noted that wages topped 
inflation for the past 12 months, 
“but cumulative inflation has 
outpaced wage growth for most 
of the Biden presidency." 

Although Biden was not 
president when the pandemic 
began, the pandemic's rapid and 
severe economic impacts affect- 
ed economic statistics well into 
his presidency. Economists say 


there's value in looking at pre- 
pandemic wage and inflation 
levels, because they compare the 
present with what existed be- 
fore the upheaval. 

When comparing the most 
recent data available, from April 
2024, with February 2020, the 
last full month before the pan- 
demic's onset, consumers are 
better off now in terms of wages 
and inflation. (Of this time peri- 
od, about a year was under 
President Donald Trump's lead- 
ership, while a little more than 
three years was under Biden's.) 

Wages have risen by 21.7% 
since February 2020, compared 
with a 20.8% rise in inflation. 

The White House noted an 
October 2023 analysis by the 
Brookings Institution that 
found wages outpacing inflation 
using several different metrics 
from the prepandemic 2019 
fourth quarter to the 2023 sec- 
ond quarter, mirroring what we 


found for a similar time frame 
in our prepandemic analysis. 

The White House also point- 
ed to an analysis by the Demo- 
cratic staff of Congress' Joint 
Economic Committee that 
found that per capita wages 
increased by nearly $15,000 
from January 2021 to October 
2093, compared with an in- 
crease in prices of about $11,400. 
It's the only other example we 
found of a comparison that 
began in January 2021, when 
Biden took office. 

The main difference between 
the standard method, which we 
used, and the committee's meth- 
od is the use of “consumer 
units" as a benchmark. The 
standard method counts em- 
ployed individuals, while con- 
sumer units, tabulated by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, in- 
clude households, unmarried 
couples living together and 
individuals. 


GULFTON 


From page Al 


drawn detractors, with critics 
lambasting him for suggesting 
Gulfton residents did not feel 
welcome at the Galleria. 

“What hurt me about that is we 
are making generalizations 
(about) a community that is ex- 
tremely diverse,” said District J 
Council Member Edward Pol- 
lard, who represents the area. 
“You're just hearing something 
that is very disheartening when 
we need to be listening.” 

Despite the fracas, Whitmire 
said his aim is to marshal re- 
sources — whether via city agen- 
cies or elsewhere — to improve 
the neighborhood. 

"This area will be provided 
for," Whitmire said during a walk 
along High Star Drive, which has 
drawn his ire for a bike lane that 
city officials installed prior to his 
election last year. ^We're going to 
get to work doing this right." 

Whitmire's bike lane criticism 
has led some to worry that he 
may derail other projects, such as 
a planned bus rapid transit ex- 
pansion into Gulfton and addi- 
tional bike lanes in the communi- 
ty. Pollard, who sparred with 
Whitmire at a May 29 City Coun- 
cil meeting, said he fears that any 
reconsideration of both sidewalk 
and transit plans are ultimately 
an attempt to delay the rapid 
transit, which he said the com- 
munity supports. 

“What the community wants 
is to have a real voice in those 
projects,” Pollard said. 


Who speaks for Gulfton? 

With so many different opin- 
ions and perspectives, the ques- 
tion becomes — who speaks for 
the community? 

Plans for Gulfton are not new. 
For more than a decade, the area 
has received attention from Met- 
ropolitan Transit Authority, 
Houston elected officials and 
community groups. Studies have 
been conducted, projects de- 
signed and completed — and 
even more are promised for Gulf- 
ton, which some consider Hous- 
ton's Ellis Island for the commu- 
nity's attractiveness to recent im- 
migrants. 

The largest of those projects is 
Metro's planned extension of the 
Silver Line bus rapid transit 
south from the transit center near 
Loop 610 and Westpark Drive. 
That $220 million project would 
add dedicated bus lanes so buses 
could traverse Westpark, Chim- 
ney Rock Road and Gulfton 
Street to wind through the area, 


then follow Hillcroft Street south 
to Bissonnet Street. 

More than 700 comments, 
with more than one-third provid- 
ed in Spanish, were gathered last 
year during a round of public 
meetings, leading to the design 
advancing through the process 
for Federal Transit Administra- 
tion funding. 

Whitmire, however, wants an- 
other look. Since taking office, he 
has responded skeptically to 
many of the plans and projects 
that began before his tenure. He 
insists that they were created af- 
ter consultants and “special inter- 
ests” got involved and did not ad- 
equately consider the opinions of 
local residents. 

“I don't know who they were 
listening to, but it wasn’t the resi- 
dents who need to get to health 
care, who need to get to jobs, who 
need to get their kids to school,” 
Whitmire said. 

At a gathering last Monday at 
Legacy Community Health clinic 
in Gulfton, some 30 people whom 
Whitmire assembled focused on 
what they considered a good-in- 
tentioned but ill-designed bike 
lane along High Star. 

The lane, discussed since at 
least 2017, has become a source of 
frustration for many residents, 
who said its installation was nev- 
er fully discussed with the com- 
munity, notably those who man- 
age nearby apartments and say 
they are the first lines of commu- 
nication with tenants. 

“Nota single person came by to 
say they were taking away part of 
the road, so we cannot even get 
buses,” said Rodriguez, who once 
managed apartments in the area. 

Intended or not, the loss of bus 
service was the outcome. Citing 
the inability of its buses to drive 
along High Star and Rookin 
Street, Metro pulled its buses 
from the streets in 2021 during 
construction detours. It changed 
bus routes permanently in Janu- 
ary, removing stops along those 
streets. 

Pulling buses was a major 
blow to to the local Legacy clinic, 
officials said, as well as the near- 
by BakerRipley campus and 
Houston's Southwest Multi-Ser- 
vice Center. All three are destina- 
tions for transit users, now forced 
to walk from Hillcroft or Bellaire 
Drive to get where they are going. 

That was never envisioned 
when Houston Public Works and 
the Southwest Houston TIRZ 
partnered with Connect Commu- 
nity, a nonprofit active in Gulfton, 
on the proposal. The focus was 
slowing down speeding drivers 
on High Star and Rookin, as well 
as streets east of Hillcroft near 


Gulfton-area schools, including a 
crossing where a 4-year-old boy 
was killed in 2016. 

“We made a commitment, a 
commitment to the family, to 
make the street safe," said Anne 
Whitlock, founding director of 
Connect Community, during a 
2021 summary of planned chang- 
es. 
The redesign aimed to fix the 
common problem of people 
speeding along the streets by nar- 
rowing the lanes, adding wide 
areas for bicyclists and pedestri- 
ans and including dedicated bus 
stops. 

As construction began in 2021, 
High Star lost all of its on-street 
parking to the work and never re- 
gained it. That complicated park- 
ing for the Legacy clinic, which 
then spent years pleading with 
the city for access to the lot of the 
community center across the 
street. The clinic was given park- 
ing lot access within the last two 
months. 

Before construction began, 
Whitlock acknowledged that 
there would be a need to make 
sure the community was aware of 
the change, predicting the loss of 
on-street parking on High Star 
would be an issue. 

"That is where I think a lot of 
community outreach is going to 
need to happen," she said. 


Diverse interests 

Azeb Yusuf is still waiting for 
thatoutreach to much of the com- 
munity. 

“Where is the data that people 
were asked?" asked Yusuf, who 
emigrated from Ethiopia as a 
child and now is active with vari- 
ous groups in the Gulfton area. 
“Who went to the apartments?" 

Critics of some of the recent 
plans said getting buy-in from 
apartment complexes is crucial, 
as they are able to communicate 


Brett Coomer/Staff photographer 
Mayor John Whitmire talks to Azeb Yusuf last week outside a 
Legacy Community Health clinic on High Star Drive. 


with residents who might be 
wary of others, as well as make 
sure non-English speakers are 
told about the meetings and 
plans. 

Lured by affordable apart- 
ments, transit access and nearby 
services such as the BakerRipley, 
Legacy Community Health and 
commercial businesses along 
Hillcroft, newcomers pour into 
the area, and many stay close by 
even when they settle. 

Gulfton, perhaps more so than 
any other part of Houston, needs 
every type of mobility that can fit. 
One in eight households in Gulf- 
ton does not have access to a car, 
about double that of the city aver- 
age. Legacy Community Health, 
which serves much of the popula- 
tion at its Gulfton location near 
Hilleroft and High Star, said 
roughly a quarter of its clients are 
"transportation insecure," mean- 
ing they lack a reliable way to 
travel to appointments. 

Indeed, residents use multiple 
forms of transportation to access 
the clinic. Last Monday, two Cu- 
ban women headed from the clin- 
ic hailed an Uber for the $9 trip 
back to an apartment near Plaza 
Americas at Interstate 69 and 
Bellaire Boulevard. 

“I can pay $9,” one of the wom- 
en said in Spanish. “I cannot (af- 
ford) a car." 

Coleman Broadly, 56, waited 
for a Route 9 bus at Hillcroft and 
Westward Street, where there is 
at least a shelter. 

“Tt makes a difference, but it is 
still hot,” he said, noting he builds 
in 20 minutes to cool down before 
starting his second-shift retail job 
at a gas station in Upper Kirby. 

Orizu, 25, is a Nigerian who 
came to Houston in 2020. When 
she cannot get a ride to appoint- 
ments, it is often faster to walk 
than ride the bus. The roughly 1- 
mile trek to the Legacy clinic, she 


said, is always a walk. But there’s 
little shade in a part of Houston 
that by many measures is the re- 
gion’s hottest heat island because 
of all the asphalt. 

With her infant daughter Pa- 
tience cradled in her left arm, Ori- 
zu carries an umbrella, which she 
uses to shield them both from the 
sun. Held close to her head, she 
can just barely keep both her 
daughter and herself under cover. 

"| take it everywhere,” she 
said. 


‘Earning our right to grow’ 

Delivering relevant transit ser- 
vice means understanding those 
challenges riders face, as well as 
providing the service they need, 
said Metro Chairwoman Eliza- 
beth Brock. 

“Revitalizing this area and pro- 
viding basic services, it is not go- 
ing to be one thing,” she said. 

The first order of business, 
which she said applies to many 
places Metro serves, is “removing 
some of these disruptors,” such 
as streets where buses cannot op- 
erate or unsheltered bus stops 
that force riders to wait in the 
sun.. 

“How do we incorporate tech- 
nology?” Brock said. “Can we 
serve the customer better?” 

Those conversations could 
lead, as soon as this year, to 
changes to Gulfton-area bus 
routes or the creation of a curb- 
to-curb service similar to those 
Metro deploys in places such as 
Missouri City and Acres Homes. 

Brock has said curb-to-curb 
and other so-called microtransit, 
where smaller vehicles deliver 
specific trips rather than conven- 
tional bus routes, is a part of Me- 
tro’s future. They also are likely to 
become part of a broader Gulfton 
plan centered on the bus rapid 
transit project. 

“We feel we have a very friend- 
ly administration that will work 
with us,” she said. “There are 
things we can do now that show 
we are earning our right to grow.” 

That growth, at least in Gulf- 
ton, is all but inevitable as more 
people move to the area, as well as 
farther west into Sharpstown and 
south to Brays Bayou. 

Whitmire said that is going to 
take city resources, Harris Coun- 
ty resources and likely that of fed- 
eral officials, who have commit- 
ted to sidewalk and transit proj- 
ects. 

“Some component” of rapid 
transit is likely, he said. 

“T think we get bogged down 
when we talk about what it is,” he 
said. “It needs to be what the resi- 
dents want. ... I am going to get in 
front of it." 
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Salute to 


U.S. war 
dead ends 
Biden trip 


By Chris Megerian 
and Zeke Miller 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


BELLEAU, France — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden closed out his trip 
to France by paying his respects at 
an American military cemetery 
that Donald Trump notably 
skipped when he was president, 
hoping his final stop Sunday 
helped draw the stakes of the No- 
vember election in stark relief. 

Before returning to the United 
States, Biden honored America's 
war dead at the Aisne-Marne 
American Cemetery about an 
hour outside Paris. He placed a 
wreath at the cemetery chapel be- 
fore an expanse of white head- 
stones marking the final resting 
place of more than 2,200 U.S. sol- 
diers who fought in World War I. 

It was a solemn end to five days 
in which Trump was an unspo- 
ken yet unavoidable presence. On 
the surface, the trip marked the 
8oth anniversary of D-Day and 
celebrated the alliance between 
the United States and France. But 
during an election year when 
Trump has called into question 
fundamental ^ understandings 
about America's global role, Bi- 
den has embraced his Republican 
predecessor — and would-be suc- 
cessor — as a latent foil. 

Every ode to the transatlantic 
partnership was a reminder that 
Trump could upend those rela- 
tionships. Each reference to de- 
mocracy stood a counterpoint to 
his rival's efforts to overturn a 
presidential election. The myriad 
exhortations to help Ukraine de- 
fend itself against Russia created a 
contrast with Trump's skepticism 
about providing U.S. assistance. 

Biden's paeans to the struggle 
between democracy and autocra- 
cy drew plaudits in Europe, 
where the prospect of a return to 
Trump's turbulent reign has 
sparked no shortage of anxiety. 
But it remains to be seen how the 
message will resonate with 
American voters, as Biden's cam- 
paign struggles to connect the 
dire warnings the Democratic 
president so often delivers about 
his rival with people's daily con- 
cerns. 

The visit to the cemetery 
served as a moment to underscore 
the contrast once more. 

“Its the same story" Biden 
said. “America showed up. Amer- 
ica showed up to stop the Ger- 
mans. America showed up to 
make sure that they did not pre- 
vail. And America shows up 
when we're needed just like our 
allies show for us." 

During a 2018 trip to France, 
Trump skipped plans to go to the 
cemetery, a decision that the 
White House blamed on weather 
at the time. However, subsequent 
reports said that Trump told aides 
he didn't want to go because he 
viewed the dead soldiers as “suck- 
ers" and "losers." Trump has de- 
nied the comments, although 
they were later corroborated by 
his chief of staff at the time, John 
Kelly. 

Biden ignored a direct question 
about Trump at the cemetery but 
said it was important to visit the 
hallowed ground. 

"The idea that I would come to 
Normandy and not make the 
short trip here to pay tribute," he 
added, his voice trailing off as if to 
express disbelief. 


Far-right gains in EU election 
hobble bloc’s biggest leaders 
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Votes are counted Sunday in Castlebar, Ireland, for European Union elections. Polls were open for four days in bloc nations. 


Macron responds 
by calling for new 
vote in France 


By Raf Casert, Lorne Cook 
and Samuel Petrequin 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Far-right parties rattled the 
traditional powers in the Euro- 
pean Union and made major 
gains in parliamentary elections 
Sunday, dealing an especially 
humiliating defeat to French 
President Emmanuel Macron. 

On a night where the 27- 
member bloc palpably shifted to 
the right, Italian Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni more than dou- 
bled her seats in the EU parlia- 
ment. And even if the Alterna- 
tive for Germany extreme right 
party was hounded by scandal 
involving candidates, it still ral- 
lied enough seats to sweep past 
the slumping Social Democrats 
of Chancellor Olaf Scholz. 

Sensing a threat from the far 


of EU Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen had al- 
ready shifted further to the right 
on migration and climate ahead 
of the elections — and were re- 
warded by remaining by far the 
biggest group in the 720-seat Eu- 
ropean Parliament and de-facto 
brokers of the ever expanding 


Aurelien Morissard/Associated Press 
French far-right leader Marine Le Pen casts her ballot 
Sunday in Henin-Beaumont in northern France. 


Undoubtedly, however, the 
star of the night was the Nation- 
al Rally party of Marine Le Pen, 
which dominated the French 
polls to such an extent that Ma- 
cron immediately dissolved the 
national parliament and called 
for new elections. It was a mas- 
sive political risk since his party 


bling the rest of his presidential 
term that ends in 2027. 

Le Pen was delighted to ac- 
cept the challenge. “We're ready 
to turn the country around, 
ready to defend the interests of 
the French, ready to put an end 
to mass immigration,” she said, 
echoing the rallying cry of so 
many far-right leaders in other 
countries who were celebrating 
substantial wins. 

Her National Rally won over 
30%, or about twice as much as 
Macron’s pro-European centrist 
Renew party. 

Macron acknowledged the 
thud of defeat. “I’ve heard your 
message, your concerns, and I 
won't leave them unanswered,” 
he said. 

In Germany, the most popu- 
lous nation in the 27-member 
bloc, projections indicated that 
the AfD overcame a string of 
scandals involving its top candi- 
date to rise to 16.596, up from 1196 
in 2019. In comparison, the com- 
bined result for the three parties 
in the German governing coali- 


right, the Christian Democrats powers of the legislature. could suffer more losses, hob- tion barely topped 30%. 
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in sweltering heat 


Former President Donald 
Trump's campaign hired extra 
medics, loaded up on fans and 
water bottles and allowed sup- 
porters to carry umbrellas to an 
outdoor rally Sunday in Las 
Vegas, where temperatures 
exceeded 100 degrees Fahren- 
heit. 

Temperatures in the South- 
west have cooled since reaching 
historic highs late last week but 
remain above normal for this 
time of year. Trump's rally was 
at a park with little shade next 
to the airport. 

"This is a dry heat. This ain't 


through hell" to elect Trump. 


HAITI 


New PM hospitalized, 
does not share reason 


Haiti’s newly selected Prime 
Minister Garry Conille was 
discharged from a hospital 
Sunday after spending a night 
in treatment for an undisclosed 
condition. 

In a video published on You- 
Tube, Conille said he felt well 
and was "ready" to continue to 
help steer the country out of its 
current security crisis by form- 
ing a government that will also 
prioritize issues like health 


been working outside the coun- 
try as UNICEF's regional direc- 
tor for Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 

The new prime minister has 
an arduous task ahead of him, 
having to quell rampant gang 
violence while helping lift Haiti 
out of deep poverty. 


GREECE 
TV presenter's body 
found on island 


The body of missing British 
TV presenter and author Dr. 
Michael Mosley was found on a 
Greek island Sunday morning 
after a dayslong search, his 


stretch of coast by a party on a 
boat that included the local 
mayor and journalists. 

Mosley's wife, Dr. Clare Bai- 
ley Mosley, said her husband 
took the wrong route on a hike 
and collapsed just short of 
reaching a marina in a place 
where his body couldn't easily 
be seen. 

Mosley, 67, was known out- 
side the U.K. for his 2013 book 
“The Fast Diet,” which he co- 
authored with journalist Mimi 
Spencer. The book proposed 
the so-called “5:2 diet,” which 
promised to help people lose 
weight quickly. 


From wire reports 


Modi sworn in for rare third term as India’s prime minister 


By Sheikh Saaliq 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


power for a third five-year term. 


His Hindu nationalist Bhara- 


Manish Swarup/Associated Press 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi displays a letter from 
the president of India on Friday in New Delhi. Modi is only the 
second Indian prime minister to retain power for a third term. 


NEW DELHI — Narendra 
Modi was sworn in Sunday for a 
rare third consecutive term as 
India's prime minister, relying 
on his coalition partners after 
his party failed to win a parlia- 
mentary majority in a surprise 
outcome. 

Modi and his Cabinet minis- 
ters took the oath of office, ad- 
ministered by President Drou- 
padi Murmu, at India's presi- 
dential palace Rashtrapati Bha- 
van in New Delhi. 

The 73-year-old popular but 
polarizing leader is only the sec- 
ond Indian prime minister, after 
Jawaharlal Nehru, to retain 


tiya Janata Party, which won by 
landslides in 2014 and 2019, 
failed to secure a majority to 
govern on its own in the latest 
national election. However, Mo- 
dis National Democratic Alli- 
ance coalition won enough seats 
to form a government, with him 
at the helm. 

This is the first time the BJP 
under Modi has needed support 
from its regional allies to form a 
government after a decade of 
commanding the majority in 
Parliament. 

Finalelection results released 
Wednesday showed Modi's BJP 
won 240 seats, well below the 
272, needed for a majority. To- 


gether, the parties in the NDA 
coalition secured 293 seats in the 
543-member lower house of Par- 
liament. 

An avowed Hindu national- 
ist, the prime minister is consid- 
ered a champion ofthe country's 
Hindu majority, who make up 
8096 of India's 1.4 billion popula- 
tion. His supporters credit him 
with rapid economic growth 
and improving India's global 
standing since coming to power. 

But critics say he's also under- 
mined India's democracy and its 
status as a secular nation with 
attacks by Hindu nationalists 
against the country's minorities, 
particularly Muslims, and a 
shrinking space for dissent and 
free media. 
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From page Al 


tions like its year-round 
school calendar at some el- 
ementary campuses. Over 
the past four years since 
the pandemic, the district 
has lost more than 6,000 
students, putting enroll- 
ment at 59,996. 

At least six other dis- 
tricts across the Houston 
area have reported multi- 
million dollar deficits as 
they face the 2024-2025 
budgeting process this 
summer, totaling at least 
$850 million in shortfalls. 

“It really is a perfect 
storm,” said Bob Popinski, 
executive director of Raise 
Your Hand Texas. “Since 
2019, we've had double-dig- 
it inflation. So think, in- 
creased costs in fuel, prop- 
erty and casualty insur- 
ance and construction 
costs and health insurance 
costs, and even food servic- 
es." 

Part of the dilemma has 
come from the first year 
without federal COVID re- 
lief (called ESSER) funds 
since the program was in- 
stituted. Most districts also 
report enrollment dips and 
struggle with getting stu- 
dents to school on a regular 
basis. 

The kicker, however, is 
uncertain state funding 
that has forced districts to 
make “jaw-dropping” cuts. 


Data shows school 
funding decrease 

A recent report from the 
Texas Education Agency 
shows that state funding 
has actually decreased 
over the past 10 years Gov. 
Greg Abbott has been in of- 
fice, when accounting for 
double-digit inflation, ac- 
cording to the TEA. 

In 2014, the total per stu- 
dent revenue from state 
and local taxes was $6,680, 
but when adjusted for in- 
flation, that sum dropped 
to $6,669 in 2023. And in 
the same year, just looking 
at state funding, the sum 
was $4,235, a number also 
dropped to $4,196 when ad- 
justed for inflation in 2023, 
according to the report. 

A recent report from the 
Texas Association of 
School Business Officials 
shows that over half the 313 
districts surveyed across 
the state are projecting def- 
icit budgets for fiscal 2024. 

“Nearly 80% of respon- 
dents face challenges with 
deficit budgets or insuffi- 
cient resources, a concern 
ranking among the top 
three challenges for half of 
them,” reads the May 2024 
report overview 

Just under half the dis- 
tricts surveyed are pres- 
ently undergoing signifi- 
cant cuts, and over half 
said they would have to 
take teacher raises out of 
cuts. More than 175 dis- 
tricts reported that they 
would need to make bud- 
get cuts and use their fund 
balance to stay afloat. 

"The headlines from 
now until the beginning of 
next school year are going 
to be kind of jaw-dropping 
in the amount of programs 
being cut," Popinski said. 


Arguments at 
the state level 

State Rep. Jon Rosen- 
thal whose district over- 
laps with Cy-Fair ISD, had 
enough after he heard the 
district would have to cut 
600 positions and spend 
$70 million in fund balance 


to address its $138 million 
budget deficit. 

In May, Rosenthal wrote 
to Abbott asking for a spe- 
cial session to raise the ba- 
sic allotment from $6,160 
per student, a number that 
is $4,000 below the nation- 
al average. 

Abbott's office claimed 
that school funding is 
higher than it had ever 
been. 

Rosenthal and others 
had a chance to increase 
school funding, according 
to the governor's office, in 
the last two special ses- 
sions when Abbott prom- 
ised public education some 
of the surplus if school 
vouchers passed, a plan 
that he now says he has the 
votes for leading into the 
upcoming 89th legislative 
session. 

He has also blamed 
school districts for their 
budget shortfalls, saying 
they mismanaged federal 
COVID funding and that 
the total funding per stu- 
dent actually exceeded 
$12,000, so looking at just 
the basic allotment was 
“misleading.” 

The governor’s office did 
not respond to requests for 
comment on what exactly 
was being counted in that 
figure. 

“There is some accuracy 
in how districts chose to 
deal with their funding,” 
said Zeph Capo, Texas 
American Federation of 
Teachers president. “But I 
think that they were doing 
that as a stopgap. Because 
they thought surely, four 
years later after a pandem- 
ic, the state would actually 
act.” 

Nikki Cowart, Cy-Fair 
AFT president, said that it 
was “disingenuous” of the 
governor to play the 
“blame game.” 

Cy-Fair ISD “has been 
guilty of using those ES- 
SER funds for experts in 
the classroom... (but) those 
funds were used to do all 
that we could for our stu- 
dents,” she said. 

Abbott’s office also 
wrote that enrollments 
across Texas were declin- 
ing as parents "complain 
about their growing dissat- 
isfaction with the ideologi- 
cal leanings of education 
delivered by some public 
schools." 


What's going on 
with school finance? 

Policy analyst at the Tex- 
as House, Eva Deluna, 
shed some light on the 
funding dilemma. 

"The $12,000 figure is 
taking into account state, 
local, federal, any other 
money that a school dis- 
trict might have available. 
But the main thing that 
people might not notice is 
that it includes revenue for 
debt service," she said. 

Debt service is money 
that goes toward paying off 
school bonds. That money 
cannot be spent on stu- 
dents, so Deluna said in- 
cluding that in the total 
funding given per student 
is misleading. 

“In the 30 years that I've 
been looking at the state 
budget, there's never been 
a debate about, ‘Are we do- 
ing enough?” Deluna said. 
“It’s always, ‘Compared to 
last time, is it more or 
less?” 

Deluna said if adjusted 
for inflation, the basic al- 
lotment would be over 
$7,500, and coupled with 
some of the recent unfund- 
ed mandates, like placing 


armed security guards at 
every campus, districts 
have gotten a “setback.” 

Another concern is the 
historic $20 billion surplus 
the state is sitting on, Delu- 
na said, alongside a $20 bil- 
lion "rainy day fund" or 
fund balance. 

“So to tell schools, ‘you 
figure it out’ when there 
clearly is money at the state 
level... it’s refusing to sup- 
port public schools,” Delu- 
na said. 


How is it impacting 
school districts? 

In November, Spring 
Branch ISD started mak- 
ing cuts to close a $35 mil- 
lion shortfall anticipated 
for the 2024-25 school year 
— which included cuts to 
306 staff members, the 
closing of two campuses, 
and the slashing of elemen- 
tary and middle school 
counseling programs. 

In May, Houston ISD — 
the state’s largest district 
with nearly 190,000 stu- 
dents — announced that it 
would be cutting dozens of 
staff and teaching posi- 
tions as part of a “reduc- 
tion in force" before the be- 
ginning of the 2024-25 
school year. 

The board's approval 
means HISD can proceed 
with cuts to any current 
campus-level jobs, includ- 
ing nurses; librarians; 
counselors; assistant prin- 
cipals; principals; reading, 
math and science teachers; 
fine arts and other elective 
instructors; speech thera- 
pists; magnet coordina- 
tors; and special education 
coordinators. 

State-appointed Super- 
intendent Mike Miles esti- 
mated that the district will 
face an estimated $450 mil- 
lion budget gap next year, 
with schools outside the 
New Education System ex- 
pected to see cuts of up to 
1296. 

Even though families 
have left HISD and other 
districts to enroll in subur- 
ban districts, Capo said 
those districts are even still 
struggling financially. 

Conroe ISD in Mont- 
gomery County will pro- 
ceed with a projected bud- 
get deficit of $16.6 million. 
Katy ISD, west of Houston 
and generally growing 
with enrollment, has a pro- 
jected budget deficit of $7.8 
million. Friendswood ISD, 
a smaller district between 
Houston and Galveston, 
projects a deficit of more 
than $705,000. 

"There's no doubt about 
it that the current individu- 
als in power... are directly 
responsible for what par- 
ents and students and 
teachers are feeling in pub- 
lic schools across the 
state," Capo said. 

Montgomery ISD, a dis- 
trict far north of Houston, 
also anticipates entering 
the 2024-25 fiscal school 
year with a budget deficit. 
However, it's still unclear 
how much ofa shortage the 
district faces, Superinten- 
dent Mark Ruffin told the 
Chronicle earlier this 
week. Right now, his focus 
is on the next legislative 
session. 

“We all know that there 
is a political game to be 
played within the last leg- 
islative session and the 
special sessions that fol- 
lowed," Ruffin said, but it's 
timefor the conversation to 
move on. 

“How do we right the 
ship for public education?" 
he said. 


Jon Shapley/Staff file photo 
Over the past four years since the pandemic, Aldine ISD has lost more than 
6,000 students, putting enrollment in the north side district at 59,996. 
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VOUCHERS 
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other side but he would contin- 
ue to advocate for Texas kids. 

“He’s committed to public ed- 
ucation — let’s not even call it 
public — he’s a supporter of edu- 
cation,” said Miller, who re- 
sponded to requests for com- 
ment made to Butt’s various 
nonprofits and his political 
group. 

“He’s not backing off educa- 
tion,” Miller went on, referenc- 
ing vouchers, which would give 
families state dollars to spend 
on private school tuition and 
other educational expenses. 
“They’re going to take the mon- 
ey, and parents are going to take 
the money and do what they 
want. But we’re going to be sup- 
portive of education, no matter 
what.” 

If ever there was a time for 
Butt to spend big, it was this 
spring. 

Abbott spent millions cam- 
paigning against a group of 21 
Texas House Republicans who 
voted to sink his private school 
voucher program last fall. 

Armed with a $6 million 
check from the Pennsylvania 
billionaire and TikTok investor 
Jeff Yass, Abbott’s spending was 
also buoyed by pro-voucher 
groups such as the AFC Victory 
Fund, Texas United for a Con- 
servative Majority and the Fam- 
ily Empowerment Coalition. 

Butt — whose net worth is ap- 
proximately $7.6 billion — has 
long had good relationships 
with both Democrats and Re- 
publicans: H-E-B is an iconic 
Texas brand, and lawmakers 
from both sides of the aisle ap- 
plaud him for his charitable giv- 
ing. 

But in recent months Butt has 
come under attack from the far 
right over his support for Raise 
Your Hand Texas, a nonprofit he 
founded in 2006 that has lob- 
bied against school vouchers in 
the Legislature. 


Contributor file photo 


A longtime public education champion, Charles Butt gave little 
to state legislators fighting primary challengers over vouchers. 


After the March primaries, 
several local GOP officials ad- 
vanced resolutions denouncing 
Butt for “advocating for policies 
contrary to the Republican Par- 
ty of Texas platform," including 
accepting food stamps, a key 
piece of H-E-B's business. The 
resolutions were ultimately not 
approved at the state Republi- 
can convention, held in San An- 
tonio — Butt's hometown. 

Miller said Butt was unde- 
terred by the political attacks. 
But, Miller said Butt faced a 
hard decision about whether to 
continue to invest, after seven 
anti-voucher Republicans lost 
their March primaries. At the 
time, Abbott said he was two 
votes short of the House major- 
ity he needed with six key GOP 
races headed to runoffs. 

From March through May, 
Butt spent just $56,553 to sup- 
port runoff candidates, plus an- 
other $250,000 to the Associated 
Republicans of Texas, which in 
turn donated to the runoff can- 
didates as well as House Speak- 
er Dade Phelan. 

Anti-voucher donors doubled 
down, pouring in millions more 
dollars. Abbott’s campaign 
alone spent $1.435 million on the 
runoffs. 

“If you have a historical con- 


text you can look to, and we cer- 
tainly evaluate those things, a 
consideration was given,” Miller 
said. “It wasn’t like ‘drop them 
dead,’ but you do have a consid- 
eration where the other side was 
spending the amount of money 
they were, and the governor was 
committed, and the money 
couldn’t be matched.” 

Jason Embry, a communica- 
tions consultant in Austin who 
previously worked for Republi- 
can House leadership, said the 
amount of outside spending was 
overwhelming. 

“At what point is one person 
responsible for fighting multi- 
ple billionaires who are willing 
to spend unlimited sums to get 
full control of the Legislature?” 
he said in a statement. 

“Charles Butt leads one of the 
most visible and beloved com- 
panies in Texas, with many 
thousands of employees spread 
across the state,” he added. “Any 
political action he takes could 
affect his employees in ways that 
others don’t have to worry 
about.” 

None of the Republican in- 
cumbents who lost last week 
agreed to requests for comment 
on Butt’s campaign spending or 
how it may have affected their 
races. 


Rep. Ernest Bailes, an East 
Texas Republican and voucher 
opponent who lost in March to 
GOP challenger Janis Holt, said 
the drop in funding was under- 
standable given Butt’s age and 
the political attacks against him. 

“I think a lot ofhis core beliefs 
were skewed by those that were 
on the opposite side of the spec- 
trum and wanted to make him 
look bad and discredit him be- 
cause they wanted to win the 
election,” Bailes said. 

Bailes was the top recipient of 
Butt’s largess during the prima- 
ries, taking in $350,000. 

But Abbott, who has made 
vouchers a signature issue since 
2022, gave roughly $700,000 to 
Holt, who ultimately won 53% of 
the vote. 

The fight over vouchers 
comes at a precarious moment 
for public education advocates. 
Many of the same proponents of 
vouchers are also rallying for 
lawmakers next year to ban cit- 
ies, counties and school districts 
from using taxpayer dollars to 
lobby legislators in Austin. Last 
year, the Texas Senate passed its 
own policy, although it did not 
receive a vote in the Texas 
House. 

John Colyandro, a pro-vouch- 
er lobbyist who previously 
served as Abbott's policy direc- 
tor, said the Venn diagram of 
legislators who back school 
vouchers and those who sup- 
port a ban on “taxpayer-funded 
lobbying" is virtually a circle. 
Although not tied together di- 
rectly, “theres a common phi- 
losophy between those two is- 
sues," he said, equating the lob- 
bying as "antithetical to limited 
free government." 

If public lobbying were to 
end, school districts would like- 
ly have to rely more on groups 
like Raise Your Hand to advo- 
cate on their behalf to the Leg- 
islature. 

Last year at the Capitol, Raise 
Your Hand lobbied heavily 
against voucher programs, 
warning that they would strip 


away desperately needed funds 
from Texas public schools. 
That's because school districts' 
state funding is determined by 
attendance, meaning they stand 
to lose funding if students use 
vouchers to leave for private 
schools. State officials estimated 
last year that about 42,000 stu- 
dents would use vouchers to 
leave public schools by 2028. 

Shortly before last week's 
runoff election, Raise Your 
Hand announced its leader, Mi- 
chelle Smith, would be leaving 
“to pursue new leadership op- 
portunities as a public educa- 
tion advocate." 

The departure “doesn’t 
change our day-to-day work or 
focus on advancing good public 
policy for the 5.5 million public 
school students,” Bob Popinski, 
the group’s senior director of 
policy, said in a written state- 
ment to Hearst Newspapers. 

Voucher programs in other 
states have led to “legitimate red 
flags that Texas elected officials 
must take seriously,” he said. In 
addition to opposing vouchers, 
he said, the group advocated last 
year for increased school fund- 
ing, teacher workforce initia- 
tives and standardized testing 
reform. 

If a ban on publicly funded 
lobbying is passed next year and 
signed into law, it would only in- 
crease the importance of pri- 
vately funded education advoca- 
cy groups like Raise Your Hand, 
said H.D. Chambers, executive 
director of the Texas School Al- 
liance, which advocates for pub- 
lic education. 

"They're going to be relied 
upon even more,” Chambers 
said. “In today's political envi- 
ronment, the more you're relied 
upon, the more the focus is put 
on you, the more you're at risk." 

If you take a position contrary 
to the GOP, he said: *You'll be 
vilified. You'll be cast aside. ... 
They will censure formally, in- 
formally publicly privately; 
they will call you out if you take 
a position." 


ISRAEL 
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conference Saturday night 
after four Israeli hostages 
were dramatically rescued 
from the Gaza Strip earlier 


in the day in Israel’s larg- 
est such operation since 
the eight-month war be- 
gan. 

Gantz called for Israel to 
hold elections in the fall, 
and he encouraged the 
third member of the war 


Cabinet, Defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant, to “do the 
right thing” and resign 
from the government as 
well. Gallant has said he 
would resign if Israel 
chose to reoccupy Gaza, 
and he encouraged the 
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government to make plans 
for a Palestinian adminis- 
tration. 

On Saturday, Netanya- 
hu had urged Gantz not to 
leave the emergency war- 
time government. 

“This is the time for uni- 
ty, not for division,” he 
said in a direct plea to 
Gantz. 

Gantz’s decision to leave 
is largely “a symbolic 
move” because of his frus- 
tration with Netanyahu, 
said Gideon Rahat, chair- 
man of the political sci- 
ence department at the 
Hebrew University of Je- 
rusalem. He noted it could 
further increase Netanya- 
hu's reliance on extremist, 
right-wing members of his 
government, led by Na- 
tional Security Minister 
Itamar Ben-Gvir and Fi- 
nance Minister Bezalel 
Smotrich. 

“I think the outside 
world, especially the Unit- 
ed States, is not very hap- 
py about it, because they 
see Gantz and his party as 
the more responsible peo- 
ple within this govern- 
ment,” Rahat said. 


Raid’s toll 

Meanwhile, Gaza’s 
Health Ministry said Sun- 
day that at least 274 Pales- 
tinians, including dozens 
of children, were killed, 
and hundreds more were 
wounded, in the Israeli 
raid Saturday that rescued 
the four hostages. The Is- 
raeli military said its 
forces came under heavy 
fire and responded during 
the complex daytime oper- 
ation in central Gaza. 

The killing of so many 
Palestinians, in a raid that 
Israelis celebrated as a 
stunning success, showed 
the heavy cost of such op- 
erations on top of the al- 
ready soaring toll of the 
war, which was ignited by 
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack. 

The Israeli bombing 
was “hell,” witness Mo- 
hamed al-Habash said. 
“We saw many fighter jets 
flying over the area. We 
saw people fleeing in the 
streets. Women and chil- 
dren were screaming and 
crying.” 

The operation in Nusei- 
rat, a built-up refugee 
camp dating to the 1948 
Arab-Israeli war, was the 
largest rescue since Oct. 7, 
when Hamas and other 


militants stormed across 
the border, killing about 
1,200 people, mostly civil- 
ians, and taking about 250 
hostage. 

Israel’s massive offen- 
sive has killed over 36,700 
Palestinians, according to 
the Health Ministry, 
which does not differenti- 
ate between civilians and 
combatants in its count. It 
said 64 children and 57 
women were killed in the 
latest raid and that 153 chil- 
dren and 161 women were 
among the nearly 700 
wounded. 

Saturday’s events also 
affected fragile attempts to 
deliver aid. The chief of the 
World Food Program said 
it suspended distribution 
arounda U.S.-built pier off 
Gaza because “two of our 
warehouses, warehouse 
complex, were rocketed 
yesterday.” When asked 
how it happened and 
whether WFP shares its 
locations with Israel’s mil- 
itary, Cindy McCain said 
that they did and “I don’t 
know. It’s a good ques- 
tion.” It wasn’t clear if she 
was referring to the rescue 
operation. 


Scenes of chaos 

In Gaza, medics de- 
scribed scenes of chaos af- 
ter the raid. Overwhelmed 
hospitals were already 
struggling to treat the 
wounded from days of 
heavy Israeli strikes. 

“We had the gamut of 
war wounds, trauma 
wounds, from amputa- 
tions to eviscerations to 
trauma, to TBIs (traumatic 
brain injuries), fractures 
and, obviously, big burns," 
said Karin Huster of Doc- 
tors Without Borders, 
which works in Al-Aqsa 
Martyrs Hospital. “Kids 
completely gray or white 
from the shock, burnt, 
screaming for their par- 
ents. Many of them are not 
screaming because they 
are in shock." 

The Israeli military said 
it had attacked "threats to 
our forces in the area" and 
that a special operations 
forces officer was killed in 
the operation. It said res- 
cuers had come under 
heavy fire, including from 
gunmen firing rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades, and that 
the military responded 
with heavy force, includ- 
ing from aircraft. 


Israeli Foreign Minister 
Israel Katz lashed out at 
critics of the operation in a 
post on X, saying that “on- 
ly Israel’s enemies com- 
plained about the casual- 
ties of Hamas terrorists 
and their accomplices." 

Inside Israel, local me- 
dia have focused heavily 
on the Israeli toll, the hos- 
tages and military efforts 
with relatively little cover- 
age ofthe situation for Pal- 
estinians inside Gaza. 


*Difficult reunion 

Israelis continued to 
celebrate the return of the 
hostages — Noa Argama- 
ni, 26; Almog Meir Jan, 22; 
Andrey Kozlov, 27; and 
Shlomi Ziv, 41 — as they re- 
united with loved ones. 

Argamani's mother, 
Liora, who has late-stage 
brain cancer, had released 
a video pleading to see her. 
Argamani's father told Ar- 
my Radio that the reunion 
was "very difficult," as 
Liora was "just unable to 
express her feelings and 
could not say what she 
was really waiting to say." 

Meir Jan's aunt, Dina, 
said his father had died 
Friday, hours before the 
operation. “My brother 
died of grief,” she told Isra- 
el’s Kan public broadcast- 
er. 

Dr. Itai Pessach at She- 
ba Hospital said none of 
the hostages had serious 
physical injuries. But they 
have lost friends and fami- 
ly, and staff “have been as- 
sisting them in rebuilding 
the infrastructure of their 
life,” he told reporters. 

About 120 hostages re- 
main in Gaza, with 43 pro- 
nounced dead, after about 
half were released in a 
weeklong cease-fire in No- 
vember. Israeli troops 
have recovered the bodies 
of at least 16, according to 
the government. Survi- 
vors include about 15 wom- 
en, two children under 5 
and two men in their 80s. 

Scores of hostages are 
believed to be held in 
densely populated areas 
or inside Hamas’ labyrinth 
of tunnels, making rescu- 
es complex and risky. A 
raid in February freed two 
hostages while leaving 74 
Palestinians dead. 

Israel’s military has ac- 
knowledged that it can’t 
carry out operations to 
rescue everyone. 
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EDITORIAL 


Mayor, council 
are learning to 
share power 


All eyes were on Mayor John Whit- 
mire when he took office in January to 
see how gracefully he'd handle a new 
rule voters approved that forces the 
city's top executive to share a little pow- 
er with the little guys in Houston's 
"strong-mayor" form of government. 

The little guys are the City Council 
members, elected to represent individu- 
al districts or the city at large. During 
previous administrations, they often sat 
silent in meetings or remained publicly 
mum on controversial issues for fear of 
angering all-powerful mayors, many of 
whom held iron-fisted control over 
what proposals got on the weekly agen- 
da for a vote and which would never see 
the light of day. 

In November, voters overwhelmingly 
mandated some power sharing: the 
Prop A charter amendment that lets 
three or more council members get an 
item on the agenda for a 


still doesn't believe that voters intended 
an extra layer of bureaucracy to delay 
votes on Prop A items, which, presum- 
ably have already been vetted by the 
three or more council members who 
supported putting them on the agenda. 

We think he's wrong. Voters passed 
Prop A for the same reason this editori- 
al board supported it: to impose some 
needed checks and balances on city 
government. Why require those checks 
on the mayor but not on council mem- 
bers? It only makes sense that, gener- 
ally, each proposed ordinance gets some 
preliminary vetting in committee before 
the full council votes on it. 

That kind of vetting is what Whit- 
mire says City Hall needs more of, for 
all proposed ordinances — whether 
they have his blessing or not. 

He told us his goal in creating the 
Prop A committee wasn't to mothball 

ordinances he doesn't like 


vote. but to foster collaboration 
atm, OaE Mo 
to put a lid on Prop A? balances overall at City Council. In 
Qe — ipéededat ieee cu 
bumps in the road as the City Hall — first in the House and ) 
new mayor navigated the for everyone then in the Senate, he 


landscape with a council 
that included six new mem- 
bers. Few expected the first 
test case of Prop A to be an ordinance 
dealing with actual speed bumps. 

In April, Council Member Edward 
Pollard presented an ordinance, co- 
signed by four council colleagues, mak- 
ing it easier for neighborhoods to install 
speed bumps, or cushions, as they're 
apparently now called. Pollard wanted 
to scrap the old practice of folding indi- 
vidual requests for speed cushions into 
larger "installation plans" that often 
ended up too costly for council mem- 
bers to cover with district service funds. 
Pollard's proposal would allow speed 
cushion projects to move forward even 
with limited funding, as long as the city 
deems them to be located in "priority" 
areas. 

In a city with hundreds of traffic- 
related deaths each year, an ordinance 
that gets drivers to slow down might 
seem a no-brainer. 

But instead of the up-or-down vote 
Pollard expected, his proposal got di- 
verted to a newly formed Proposition A 
Committee where it could be vetted 
first. 

Pollard wasn't happy. He aired his 
frustrations at a council meeting, argu- 
ing the new power that voters bestowed 
on council members through Prop A 
“was not meant for committee hear- 
ings." He rewrote the speed cushion 
ordinance to ensure it was legally com- 
pliant and incorporated input from the 
Public Works department, but still, the 
proposal languished for weeks. 

Questions swirled: Was Whitmire 
trying to kill it? Did he send the ordi- 
nance over a Speed Bump of No Return? 
Would he do the same to other propos- 
als he didn't like? 

It wasn't clear. Then on Wednesday, 
the proposal finally came up for a vote 
in City Council. It sailed through. With 
unanimous support, including Whit- 
mire's. 

Pollard is glad for the outcome but 


functioned in a bureau- 
cratic process that some 
call sausage making in 
which committees and subcommittees 
serve as gatekeepers and watchdogs 
over legislation. Austin has a lot of 
problems — and there are abuses in the 
system. But overall, the structure 
works. 

“If you look at the (City Council) 
committee system, members don't go to 
the hearings, the public can't really 
come and give input, it's mostly a de- 
partment director making comments," 
Whitmire said. “I just am a product of 
committee hearings in the Legislature, 
where you hear pros and cons, and you 
get expert witnesses, you put a fiscal 
note on an item. And if it doesn't have 
support, it doesn't come out of commit- 
tee." 

Such bureaucracy — and even the 
practice of attending committee meet- 
ings regularly — may have seemed a 
waste of time at City Hall since the 
strong mayor drove the agenda. Now 
that council members have a real seat at 
the table — as opposed to just warming 
the bench — more structure and over- 
sight are needed. 

Committees, of course, should abide 
by firm rules and deadlines. That in- 
cludes the new Prop A committee, 
which next meets on July 23. Whitmire 
told us he supports establishing a rule 
where a certain number of members can 
vote an ordinance out of the committee 
to ensure it doesn't become a de facto 
legislative graveyard. That's a good start, 
but there should also be a time limit for 
ordinances to get a committee hearing, 
to ensure that common-sense proposals 
such as Pollard's move along swiftly. 

We'll keep watching to see how Whit- 
mire functions in this strange new 
"strong-mayor-asterisk" form of govern- 
ment. For now, we don't think there's 
anything imperious about him adding a 
layer of defense against harmful policy. 
With shared power, it would seem, 
comes shared accountability. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Go home, huddled masses 


Regarding “Biden orders immigrants 
caught illegally crossing border to be 
immediately sent home,” (June 4): I am 
sitting here, reading your headlines and 
smirking: President Joe Biden’s action 
moves to limit asylum seekers? The 
executive order kicks in only when 
migrants crossing the border illegally 
exceed 2,500 people a day. Allowing 
2,500 migrants to cross illegally a day 
equals roughly 72,500 each month. The 
executive order stops allowing Biden to 
try to curb illegal crossings when the 
seven-day average is down to1,500 for 
two weeks. That’s still a lot of illegal 
crossings. And he refers to this as lim- 
iting? It is just another one of Biden’s 
political ploys for the upcoming elec- 
tion. Now the hard-working citizens in 
this country are on the hook for paying 
for these incoming migrants and the 
ones that have already come here with- 
out any documentation. 

Biden needs to retire to Delaware and 
allow someone who truly cares for this 
country to be voted in. 

A. Alaniz, Spring 


On June 4, President Joe Biden signed 
an executive order to temporarily se- 
verely restrict processing asylum appli- 
cants at the Southern U.S. border when 
the seven-day average of apprehensions 
of unauthorized crossings exceeds 
2,500. 

The United States is a signatory to the 
United Nations’ 1967 Protocol Relating 
to the Status of Refugees, which ex- 
panded the 1951 Convention relating to 
the Status of Refugees. The Convention 
was created and became effective after 
World War II. The United States has 
always been known and seen as a pio- 
neer, as the protector of human rights. 
We, the United States, provide people an 
opportunity to apply for asylum to 
prove their case. We don’t turn our 
backs on people. 

However, Biden is looking to shut the 
door on exactly those people. The 
American Civil Liberties Union will file 
a lawsuit against the Biden administra- 
tion in response to this executive order 
and rightly so, as it is in violation of not 
only international law but of our own 
statutes and regulations. As an im- 
migration attorney, I am disappointed to 
see that Biden believes suspending the 
asylum process at the border would be a 
wise decision. On the contrary, it will 
bring much strife, confusion and fur- 
ther backlog to the immigration pro- 
cess. 


Gregory Bull/Associated Press 
Sergio Franco, of Ecuador, holds his daughter as he waits to apply for asylum 
last week near Dulzura, Calif. 


Biden needs to focus on immigration 
reform. Instead of creating polices based 
on fear, his efforts would be better spent 
gathering votes across the aisles to im- 
plement meaningful reform that bene- 
fits industries like construction and 
agriculture that need migrant workers 
while offering a pathway to residency 
and citizenship for immigrants. 

Rosemary Vega, Houston 


Remembering D-Day 


Regarding “Why D-Day still matters | 
Opinion,” (June 5): To all of you born 
after 1950, I hope you appreciate the 
horrors World War II — the millions 
who died in the war, and the thousands 
who were killed on June 6, 1944, D-Day, 
the day our troops stormed ashore into 
France. These young boys quickly 
turned into men, and knew as they 
were landing that this could be their last 
day alive. Some were drafted. Many 
volunteered. 

We won both wars because of one 
word: United. Look at the troops we 
trained and the military equipment we 
produced. Were there problems, dis- 
cussions, disagreements? Yes, but in the 
end the war came first. 

Today we are so divided that it causes 
border crises, financial strain, crime, 
broken families and much more. So 80 
years after D-Day, find a way to get us 
back to our real values of being united. 
Say a prayer for all those who were 
killed and did not have the opportuni- 
ties that you have today. 

James E. Muecke, Houston 


Thanks to the Chronicle editors who 
have resumed remembrance of D-Day 
and the lasting importance of that mas- 
sive military operation. Sixty-two years 
ago this month I began three years of 
duty in the 82nd Airborne Division, 
along with many of those remaining 
career veterans of that invasion 18 years 
earlier. What fantastic soldiers, mentors 
and role models! Our country is now 
globally in perilous times. Should the 
worst come to pass, hopefully there will 
be a sufficient number of those cut from 
the same bolt of cloth to enable the 
United States to again prevail. 

C.E. Sylvester, Houston 


BIBLE VERSE 


Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 
children. 


Ephesians 5:1 


SEND LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Viewpoints c/o Houston Chronicle, 4747 Southwest Freeway, Houston, Texas, 77027 or viewpoints@chron.com. 
We welcome and encourage letters and emails from readers. Letters must include name, address 
and telephone numbers for verification purposes only. All letters are subject to editing. 
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Jordan Smith performs as Elvis at the Lone Star Saloon in Richmond. Smith, 23, of Conroe hopes to one day become a professional Elvis tribute artist. 


Elvis tribute artist brings 
back singer's songs, style 


By Sondra Hernandez 
STAFF WRITER 


ordan Smith's black pompadour and matching side- 
burns often cause Conroe residents to stop and do a dou- 
ble take. 

Smith, 23, of Conroe is an up-and-coming Elvis tribute art- 
ist and often “The King’s” style and swagger seep into his 
everyday life around town. 

He said the hair and chops are real and people do notice 
and often they ask for a picture which he is happy to do. In 


Conroe resident 
turned karaoke 
adventures into 
labor of love that 
captures essence 


of "The King 


his day job he is a molding operator making parts for en- 
doscopies and biopsies. But one day he would like to be a 
professional Elvis tribute artist. 

“Elvis was a legend,” he said. “He had the voice and the 
charisma and the looks. He put heart and soul into his per- 
formances and you can hear the emotion in his songs." 


Singing Elvis songs at karaoke 
Smith was born in the Houston area and moved around 
before finally settling in Conroe more than a decade ago. He 
Elvis continues on All 


‘Dial M for Murder’ brings film-noir sensibility to stage 


By Chris Vognar 


CORRESPONDENT 


As the curtain rises on 
Alley Theatres sleek, 
stylish production of 
“Dial M for Murder,” so 
does a massive red neon 
sign, running from one 
end of the stage to the 
other, advertising the 
play’s subject and theme. 
“Murder,” it reads, with a 
pop art flourish perfect 
for a work that isn’t just 
about the act of killing 
but also talks about it in- 
cessantly. Adapted by Jef- 
frey Hatcher from Fred- 
erick Knotts 1952 play, 
which was famously 


turned into a 1954 Alfred 
Hitchcock film, “Dial M” 
has bloodshed on the 
brain, and it is more than 
happy to share its 
thoughts. 

This quality made 
“Dial M” catnip to Hitch- 
cock, who loved charac- 
ters who speculated on, 
joked about, plotted and 
even committed murder 
(think “Shadow of a 
Doubt” and “Strangers 
on a Train,” among oth- 
ers). But this production 
is very much its own ani- 
mal, gorgeously stream- 
lined, spiced with humor 
and quite cinematic on its 
own sexy terms. It bursts 


Melissa Taylor 


Teresa Zimmermann, left, Geena Quintos and 
Brandon Hearnsberger star in “Dial M for Murder.” 


‘DIAL M FOR 
MURDER’ 

When: Through June 30 
Where: Alley Theatre, 615 
Texas 

Details: $51-$117; 
alleytheatre.org 


with vitality and moder- 
nity, even when it per- 
haps gets a little too plot- 
ty for its own good (a trait 
inherent to the play, not 
the production). 

The shape of the story 
is similar to that of the 
original. London gold 
digger Tony Wendice 
(Brandon Hearnsberger) 


blackmails a shady ne’er- 
do-well (Dylan Godwin) 
to murder his wealthy, 
unfaithful wife (Teresa 
Zimmermann). He has an 
interesting alibi. He 
works for the publisher 
of the ex-lover, who hap- 
pens to bea mystery writ- 
er; they'll be at a local ra- 
dio station doing an inter- 
view when the deed is to 
be done. Like so many 
best-laid plans, this one 
hits some complicated 
snags. 

The biggest departure 
in this new production is 
a pretty big one. Margot, 
the murder victim-to-be, 
‘Murder’ continues on All 
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ROYAL STARS 

Today’s Birthday (June 10). You have 
boundless energy. You’re talented and full 
of ideas. You have strong opinions and don’t 
hesitate to express them. Family and service 
are your theme this year. 

Moon Alert: There are no restrictions to 
shopping or important decisions today. The 
Moon is in Leo. 

Aries (March 21-April 19) *&*** Thisisa 
fun-loving day! Find ways to socialize with 
others, because you'll enjoy interactions 
with someone. Anything to do with the arts 
will appeal to you. Tonight: Discussions. 
Taurus (April 20-May 20) xxx Today 
you'll be happy to hunker down at home 
and relax among familiar surroundings. 

You might have a heart-to-heart talk witha 
female family member. Tonight: Check your 
possessions. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) **** You feel 
you have a lot to say. You definitely need 

to be heard. Your challenge will be finding 
someone who genuinely wants to hear what 
you have to say. Tonight: Express yourself. 
Cancer (June 21-July 22) xxx Financial 
issues are on your mind today. Right now, it's 
a low-key time for you, which means you're 
happy to work alone or from behind the 
scenes. Tonight: Solitude. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) ***x Today things 
will tend to go your way, even though you 
might be a bit more emotional than usual. 
This is also a popular time for you, especially 
with younger people. Tonight: Friends. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) ***x You're 
high-viz right now. People notice you! You're 


also aware of this, which is why today you 
might look for ways to "hide" or keep a low 
profile. Tonight: You're noticed. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) **xx An interac- 
tion with a female colleague will be impor- 
tant today. It could be an encouragement 
to travel or study further. It might deal with 
medical or legal matters. Tonight: Explore! 
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) xxx People no- 
tice you today. Some seem to know person- 
al details about your private life. Meanwhile, 
you're dealing with taxes, shared property, 
debt and inheritances. Tonight: Check your 
finances. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) **** Do 
something to change your routine today. 
You need a change of scenery, or a bit of 
adventure and a chance to learn something 
new or broaden your universe. Tonight: 
Cooperate. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) xxx You might 
feel passionate today, as if something really 
matters. Perhaps it does. Meanwhile, this is 
a work hard, party hard day for you. You're 
keen to accomplish a lot, and yet you're ina 
playful mood. Tonight: Work. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) xxx Today 
you'll have to go more than halfway when 
dealing with others. You don't have to bea 
martyr. Simply be agreeable, accommodat- 
ing and willing to help. Tonight: Socialize. 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) xxx You'll 
have to put someone else's needs or wants 
before your own today. This is not surprising, 
because you have a strong focus on home 
and family now. Tonight: Cocoon. 
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"ALONG WITH DIET, A REGOLAR 
EXERCISE REGIMEN IS KEY TO 
EFFECTIVE WEIGHT LOSS" 


TAIS 16 WAY COOLER WE GET 
THAN WHAT OUR DADS 70 SCHOOL 
BUILT FOR US. SUPER EARLY 
TOMORROW. 


60, HERE'S 
THE PLAN... 


16) 


hall 


Dear Abby: My husband's. [X » 
family won't stop asking ~ = 
me when I’m going to quit T 
my job and work for my 

husband. My mother-in- 4 


law worked for my father- 
in-law at their small busi- 
ness for pretty much her 
whole career. My husband 
recently bought his dad's 
business, which is going really well. 

Ihave been ambitious in my own 
career, and I'm climbing the ladder at my 
corporate job. I adore my husband and we 
are both extremely proud of each other's 
careers. How do I politely say to people 
that I’m not quitting my job without 
sounding like an unsupportive wife? 

Sure Of My Direction 


Dear Abby 


Dear Sure: Assume that your in-laws 
mean well when they ask that question. 
When they inquire, smile and reply that 
you have no plans to retire, and your hus- 
band is in full agreement. Then change 
the subject. 


Dear Abby: A woman I've known and 
been friends with for 40 years has gradu- 
ally changed. She has developed some 
health problems, and whenever she calls 
me, all she talks about are her ailments 
and treatments. 

When we manage to discuss other 
things, she turns the subject to her politi- 
cal views, which are different from mine. 
I try to be noncommittal or change the 
subject, but it’s getting harder and harder. 
I now cringe when I see her caller ID. 


©2024 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved. 
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She has other friends, so I don’t know 
why she dumps this stuff on me. I feel 
our friendship has run its course, and I'd 
like to end it with as little pain as possible. 
How can I do that? 
Used Up In Florida 


Dear Used Up: That shouldn't be too 
difficult. The next time you talk and she 
raises the subject of politics, speak up and 
tell her you not only don't agree but plan 
to vote for the candidate from the opposite 
political party. PII bet she drops you like a 
hot potato. 


Dear Abby: I have been slowly slog- 

ging through grad school, one course per 
semester. And now, after four long years, 
I'm finally going to graduate. I work in the 
industry I’m going to school for, and I'd 
like to invite some of my co-workers out to 
dinner to celebrate. While I'd love to foot 
the bill for everyone, I'm not financially 
able to do so. 

How can I tactfully word the invitation 
so everyone knows I’m inviting them to a 
dinner, not treating them to one? I don't 
want anyone to be embarrassed due to 
assumed expectations. 

Ready To Celebrate 


Dear Ready: A "formal" invitation may 
not be the way to go. Because this will be 
a casual no-host affair, there might be less 
confusion if you simply call your co-work- 
ers and explain you'd like to get together if 
they're interested in celebrating with you. 


www.DearAbby.com 
Andrews McMeel Syndication 


Dear Heloise: Because of 
my husband’s job, we move 
about every five years. This 
means I’ve gotten very good 


at packing up our belong- 

ings. I use gripping shelf 

liner between dishes, and Heloise 
afterward, I wrapa stack UL ee TRON. 
no more than five plates in HELOISE 


packaging material. Then I 
go onto the next five plates 
until they are all wrapped. While we 
use professional movers, there are some 
things I will not let others pack. I have a 
few antiques that are special to me, and I 
always prefer to wrap those myself. 

Sara H., St. Louis 


Dear Heloise: A few years ago, I took 
two dozen cupcakes to a church function 
and used toothpicks to hold the cling 
wrap away from the icing. 

By the time I got there, nearly all the 
toothpicks had poked through the cling 
wrap, and the icing was smashed down 
by the cling wrap. 

The following year, I decided to use 
plastic straws to hold up the cling wrap. I 
cut them to about 3-4 inches in length and 
gently inserted them into the icing. This 
method worked beautifully! 

Pat W., Port Huron, 
Michigan 


Heloise@heloise.com 
King Features Syndicate 


King Features Syndicate 
BLONDIE 


1 SEE YOU'RE READING THE 
STOCK MARKET PAGE 


| BET YOU'D NEVER BELIEVE 
T USED TO DABBLE IN STOCKS 
MYSELF! 


TAKE MY ADVICE. READ 
THE COMICS INSTEAD! 


ved 


Inc, World Rights reser 


Ev 


ing Featur 


€ 2024 by Ki 


p» 


BEETLE BAILEY 


OKAY! WE'RE 
OUTGUNNED! 
WE SURRENDER! 


E 
8 
3 
$ 
$ 
s 
$ 
i 
8 
s 
È 
| 
Es 
č 
z 
E 
E 
2 
5 
a 
u 
8 
g 
£ 
5 
g 
5 
3 
E 
8 
é 
< 
š 
8 
$ 


iu" 
MORNIN’, Loved $ 7 
ONES! ANERY LOVELY 
GIMORNIN'TO ALL! 


AND THERE 
\6 AGOOD 


LAST DAX OF 
SCHOOL ! 


IS 
C. 


REALLY, JOHN? 

SUPER GLUE? 
TELL YOU ALL 
ABOUT MY 
VACATION. 


JohnHartStudios.com 


QJohn Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved. 


YOU WANT YOUR 
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COWARD. 


COH, GEEZ -- 

WHAT DID T 
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YOU WANNA GET 
TO YOUR LOCKER, 
YOU'RE GONNA c: 
HAVE TO GO 
THROUGH ME. 


COME ON -- 
DON'T DO THIS. 

JUST LET ME 
GET MY BOOKS. 
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AND GoD SAID, "LET THERE BE LITE." AND HE SAW 
THAT IT TASTED GREAT, BUT WAS ALSO LESS FILLING. 
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WORD SLEUTH JUMBLE 
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions — forward, backward, Unscramble these Jumbles, 
up, down and diagonally. ©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc. E matics aa E 
Saturday's unlisted HAM & EGGS 
clue: GOLF. ILCAL : You an rap ister 
Monday's unlisted clue OFCZWDURPMJHKHE Hy beautitul sunrise! 
hint: NAIL DRIVER. 
C ZIERETSMAHXACUS 
Egg cup N bi G A e worth coming 4 
Egged QNIGGGLK I GECPMOHZ al 
Eggfruit @ 
Egghead XVIGITRPINGRUBMAH E 
Eggnog RE/PIMAHLLJHCOMMA 7 
Eggplant ? 
Eggshell © | BEING ABLE TO SEE THE SUNRISE 
Hambone ES IB E A SOE GON AMM DRUYEL E FROM ATOT or ius 
Hamburg 8 e 
Hamilton AYAWVDAEHGGEHEL Now arrange the circled letters 
©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
Hamlet T RINIOTLIMAHEGP RE | AlRights Reserved suggested by the above cartoon. 
ma ie EID 
cami NLT TURF GGEKINGT | hee AAA LAY LAA AAS 
Hamster (Answers tomorrow) 
ECBZXWUSRPOM L O J | saturdays | Jumbles: ZESTY CONGA SKIING — MINNOW 
aturday S | Answer: The area of the park that allowed barbecue grills 
ick d the — SMOKING SECTION 
I GEDBAYXWUTSQPG TETUER MS 
SUDOKU CRYPTOQUIP 


Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 to 9. 


The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one letter stands for 
another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout the 
puzzle. Single letters, short words and words using an apostrophe give 
you clues to locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error. 


€2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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DAILY CROSSWORD 
ACROSS 60 New beginning, 
1 TajMahalcity anda feature of 17-, 
5 Horsd'oeuvres 26-,and 44-Across 
spread 62 Beige hue 
9 Type of skilift 63 Mattress 
13 Greet the day specification 
15 Clever thought 64 Dramatic ballroom 
16 Cogito sum dance 


17 Low-slung jeans 

Semimonthly tide 

20 Hitthe gas 

2] Termof 
endearment 

23 MegaStuf cookie 

25 Helped out 

26 1993 film about 
the Olympic 
bobsled team 
from Jamaica 

32 "Just Mercy" actor 
. Jackson Jr. 

33 _ leches cake 

34 Quiet “Quiet!” 

37 Landed on a perch 

38 “The Road Not 
Taken” poet 
Robert 

40 Clever tactic 

4l Brit's washroom 

42 Getready, for short 

43 Withinthe of 
possibility 

44 Magazine with tips 
and techniques for 
anglers 

47 "|feel the same" 

50 Some 30-Down 
employees: Abbr. 

5] Like some sandals 

54 Up for discussion 

59 N, ona French map 


65 Quaker's “you” 
66 Sailthe seven. . 
67 Adolescent 


DOWN 
1 Spasounds 

2 Subjectof a basic 

golf lesson 

Like a fragrant 

melon 

Wimbledon winner 

Arthur 

"Peanuts" 

character ina 

cloud of dirt 

6 Suffixwith lemon 
and Gator 

7 Maryland athlete, 
for short 

8 Reduce, as anxiety 

9 Sport for 4-Down 

O Sourdough or rye 

Best competitive 
effort, informally 

12 Cordoned (off) 

Pulitzer-winning 

novelist Welty 

Hindu spiritual 

mentor 

Identifies on social 

media 

Pertinent to the 

discussion 


u A U 


26 Mined fuel 

27 Norway home 
of the Munch 
Museum 

28 Cleveland’s state 

29 Allow 

30 Tax-collecting 
org. 

31 After expenses 

34 Bang shut 

35 *Hi, amiga!" 

36 Church choir song 

38 Cookina wok 

39 NFL official 

40 Part of mph 

42 Parcel of land 

43 Fightagainst 

44 Dish with melted 
cheese or 
chocolate 

45 Muscle cramps, 


eg. 

46 Owns, biblically 

47 Impressionist 
painter Claude 

48 Noteworthy time 
period 

49 Pied-a-_: 
secondary 
residence 

52 Trade- : 
concessions 

53 Cleveland's lake 

55 Sports page 
datum, for short 

56 Of sound mind 

5/ Encourage 

58 School near 
Windsor Castle 

61 Noteworthy time 
period 


ZGMQGFFGM FPGHM KNWLF: 
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Today's Cryptoquip Clue: V equals G 


WENN HUN 
WENN BE 


Difficulty: x 6/10 
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What 
to watch 
MONDAY 


June 10, 2024 


All times Central. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on 
your on-screen guide. 


Harry Wild 


Acorn TV; also airs on BBC America at 
8 p.m. = Season Finale 


Season 3 concludes with "Dead Man's Trig- 
ger." Harry (Jane Seymour) and Fergus 
(Rohan Nedd) head to the Garda station 

to collect Charlie (Kevin Ryan), Orla (Amy 


‘Erased: WW2’s 
Heroes of Color’ 


DISNEY 


one of its players back across before time 
expires in an exciting endgame. The series 
airs weeknights. 


Huberman) and Lola (Rose O'Neill) en route MLB Baseball: 

to Glenn (Paul Tylak) and Petra's (Caoimhe H 

O'Malley) wedding. While there, a despon- Baltimore at Tampa Bay 
FS1, 5:30 p.m. Live 


dent man takes the station hostage and 
demands that they help solve his daughter’s 
murder. Concerned, because Harry has the 
wedding ring, Glenn comes to check on them 
and realizes that he has a Die Hard situation 


Gunnar Henderson and the Baltimore Orioles 
are in Tampa Bay to conclude a four-game 
set against Randy Arozarena and the Rays. 


on his hands. All American 

. The CW, 7 p.m. 
Beat the Bridge Spencer (Daniel Ezra) volunteers the Vortex's 
Game Show Network, 5 p.m. = help at South Crenshaw High's production of 
New Series Romeo and Juliet. 


Cameron Mathison (General Hospital) hosts 
this game show that features an enormous 
interactive bridge that players attempt to 
cross by stepping on the right answers to 
challenging trivia questions. Each step for- 
ward puts money in the team's bank, with 
bonus money for each successful crossing. 
However, the team gets to keep the money 
only if it can "beat the bridge" by returning 


CATCH A CLASSIC 


TCM Spotlight: 


Great Film Composers 
TCM, beginning at 5 a.m. 


Turner Classic Movies’ monthlong Monday 
celebration of films boasting memorable 
musical scores by masterful composers 
continues with another full day of titles: 
The Jolson Story (1946, Oscar-winning 
score by Morris Stoloff); Above and Beyond 
(pictured) (1952, Oscar-nominated score 


Six Schizophrenic Brothers 
Discovery Channel, beginning at 7 p.m.; 
also streams on Max = New Series 

This four-part limited docuseries, with all ep- 
isodes airing back-to-back tonight, follows an 
all-American family that is torn apart when 
six of 12 siblings develop schizophrenia. With 
unprecedented access and exclusive inter- 


by Hugo Friedhofer); Buck Privates (1941, 
Oscar-nominated score by Charles Previn); 
Irma La Douce (1963, Oscar-winning score 
by André Previn); Days of Wine and Roses 
(1962, score by Henry Mancini, featuring 
the Oscar-winning title song by Mancini and 
Johnny Mercer); La Strada (1954, score by 
Nino Rota); Laura (1944, score by David 
Raksin); Psycho (1960, score by Bernard 
Herrmann); A Place in the Sun (1951, Os- 
car-winning score by Franz Waxman); The 
Cider House Rules (1999, Oscar-nominated 
score by Rachel Portman); A Simple Plan 
(1998, score by Danny Elfman); and The 


views with the family, the series explores this 
terrifying and heart-wrenching true story 
that made its way into medical history. 


American Ninja Warrior 
NBC, 7 p.m. 

The qualifying rounds continue in Los Ange- 
les with ninjas from around the country tak- 
ing on the world’s most challenging obstacle 
course. 


The 1% Club 

FOX, 8 p.m. 

In the new episode “Santa Doesn’t Do Double 
Negatives,” a Santa lookalike, a viral dancer 
and a dog fanatic are among 100 contestants 
competing in the quiz show for the chance to 
win up to $100,000. Patton Oswalt hosts. 


Erased: 


WWo?'s Heroes of Color 


Nat Geo, beginning at 8 p.m. = 

Series Finale 

This series that spotlights the contributions 
and sacrifices made by Allied soldiers of 
color during World War II concludes with two 
hourlong episodes. The first one reveals the 
gripping story of Force K6, a little-known 
Indian regiment of mule handlers, one unit 
of which was destined to be pivotal in evac- 
uating Allied forces at Dunkirk. The next and 
final installment explores the Black Panthers, 
an elite African American tank battalion. 
Unseen diaries and rare interviews chart the 
unit's action through France, Belgium and 
Germany, including in the bloodiest Ameri- 
can battle of the war: the Battle of the Bulge. 


Weakest Link 

NBC, 9 p.m. 

A bird trainer, a P.E. teacher and a landlord 
are three of the eight players hoping to win 
the huge cash jackpot in this high-stakes 
trivia game. 


EN 


4 . = 
TURNER BROADCASTING INC. 


Luzhin Defence (2000, score by Alexandre 
Desplat). 


PREFER GRIDS? GET TV WEEKLY MAGAZINE 
1-877-580-4817 mention code "buzz" fyweekly.com/buUZzZ 


ACES ON BRIDGE 
By Bobby Wolff 


Put yourself in the South seat. 
When you hear your partner 
respond one spade, you do 
not quite have enough for a 
game-forcing jump to three 
clubs at your second turn, but 
two clubs might be passed 
out. You compromise with two 
no-trump, and partner bids a 
forcing three diamonds. Aware 
of the slam possibilities facing 
weak spades, you show your 
heart values, and partner cue- 
bids four clubs. That is all you 
need to hear to drive to slam. 
West kicks off with a trump 
lead, and you can see two 
black-suit losers. 

Both of dummy’s clubs can go 
on the hearts. You could then 
try to ruff clubs on table, but 
you lack the entries to do so 
without conceding a spade 
trick along the way, at which 
point a trump continuation 
would leave you unable to ruff 
three clubs. You would be reli- 
ant on the club king falling in 
three rounds. Is there a better 
line? 

You might be able to ruff out 


the opponents’ spades to make 
something of dummy’s holding 


in that suit. Try winning the 
trump in hand and giving up 
a spade immediately. You take 
the next trump with dummy’s 
king. If diamonds break 3-1, 


you lack the entries to establish 


NORTH 06-10-A 

^J10984 

v9 

*K953 

*AB84 
WEST EAST 
^KQ76 ^A53 
*wJ98753 *10642 
*84 * 102 
^63 ^KJ95 

SOUTH 

^2 

"AKQ 

*AQJ76 

^91072 


Vulnerable: Neither 
Dealer: South 


The bidding: 

South West North East 
1¢ Pass 14 Pass 
2NT Pass 34 Pass 
39 Pass 4^ Pass 
6% All pass 


Opening Lead: Diamond four 


the spades and retain trump 
control, so you will need to 
rely on the club king falling. 
However, when trumps are 
2-2, you can use your time in 
dummy to ruff a spade. The top 
hearts provide club discards, 
after which you cross to the 
club ace to ruff another spade. 
You ruff a club back and take 
a third spade ruff, establishing 
dummy’s 13th spade for the 
club discard, with a trump left 
to reach it. 


LEAD WITH THE ACES ANSWER: Lead the heart king. 
Partner will have at least eight 
South holds: clubs, given this bidding, so not 
4842 many of those will be standing 
up. Meanwhile, the heart suit 
YK Q J86 may be cashing, or you may need 
+J532 to set it up at once. A club lead 
^ Q appears to be essential only if 
declarer has the guarded club 
king (and not always then). 
South West North East 
Pass 14 14 
Dbl. 24 DA 54 
All pass 
©2024 Dist. By Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS 
LOOKING BACK BIRTHDAYS 


1967: Six days of war in 
the Mideast involving Israel, 
Syria, Egypt, Jordan and Iraq 
ended as Israel and Syria 
accepted a United Nations- 
mediated cease-fire. 


1971: President Richard M. 


Nixon lifted a two-decades- 
old trade embargo on China. 
1977: James Earl Ray, 
the convicted assassin of 
civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr., escaped 
from Brushy Mountain State 
Prison in Tennessee with six 
others; he was recaptured 
June 13. 


Actor Alexandra Stewart 
is 84. Singer Shirley Alston 
Reeves (The Shirelles) is 
82. Actor Jurgen Prochnow 
is 82. Media commentator 
Jeff Greenfield is 80. 

Actor Frankie Faison is 74. 
Football Hall of Famer Dan 
Fouts is 72. Country singer- 
songwriter Thom Schuyler 
is 71. Actor Andrew Stevens 
is 68. Singer Barrington 
Henderson is 67. Rock 
musician Kim Deal is 62. 
R&B singer Faith Evans is 
50. Singer Hoku is 42. Actor 
Leelee Sobieski is 41. 
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Aye Candy sweetens the speakeasy craze 


By Bao Ong 


STAFF WRITER 


Customers can find Bandista 
at the Four Seasons Hotel — be- 
hind a bookcase. To get to Méo 
Bar in the Heights, you have to 
pass through Tex-Asian restau- 
rant Wokker and lift a framed 
photo of a cat to ring a doorbell. 
At Monarca Modern Mexican 
Cocina in The Woodlands, pa- 
trons can find an entrance to 
Gus through a door where the 
keyhole is covered with an illus- 
tration of an eye. 

Aye Candy, which opened 
June 4 in Spring Branch at 1849 
Bingle, joins a long list of speak- 
easies in Houston, but it is the 
first with a candy shop theme. 

“We wanted to bring an adult 
escape to the neighborhood,” 
said owner Cristy Velasco in a 
statement. “We felt a true cock- 
tail bar of this nature was de- 
sired, so we figured why not 
create one.” 

In a city full of top-notch 
bars, some recognized as 
among the best in the country, 
this former home to an insur- 
ance office has transformed in- 
to a den for craft cocktails in a 
sleek space where adults are en- 
couraged to dress up for a night 
out. 

The newest bar in town 
comes from the Velasco family, 
who bought the Spring Branch 
property over a quarter century 
ago and ran an insurance com- 
pany out of it. 

Cristy Velasco decided the 
neighborhood, which has at- 
tracted buzzy restaurants over 
the past few years, could use an 
upscale bar. She partnered with 
her mother, Mely Velasco, and 
brother, Rafael Velasco, to open 
Aye Candy. The "aye" in the 
name means “wow” in Spanish. 

Customers have to enter 
through a room designed to 
look like an old-school candy 
shop before finding Aye Candy. 
There are baby blue shelves 
lined with jars of candy. 

Inside Aye Candy, dim light- 
ing sets the mood. Velvet-cov- 
ered seats beckon, and gold- 
framed artwork is scattered 
throughout the bar, which is 
only open to patrons 25 and old- 
er. They're also encouraged to 
dress up, since "hats, flip flops 
and jogging shorts" aren't al- 
lowed, according to a press re- 
lease. 

Aye aims to mirror under- 


Aye Candy in Spring Branch offers classic cocktails as well some new creations, such as the Royale. 


ground bars in Mexico City, 
where there's upbeat music and 
people drink cocktails deep into 
the night, according to Cristy 
Velasco. 

The bar will offer classic 
cocktails, as well as more cre- 
ative ones, some even garnished 
with candy. 

Favorites like an Old-Fash- 
ioned get a touch of vanilla. The 
Watermelon High is made with 
reposado tequila, fresh water- 
melon and lime juice topped off 
with fire bitters. A cocktail 
dubbed the Gold Escalade is 
made with mezcal, pineapple 
juice and lime juice. 

There will be wines on the 
menu in addition to charcuterie 
boards for food. A host will sell 
candy. 

Aye Candy hours are 5 p.m.- 
midnight Tuesday-Wednesday 
and 5 p.m.-2 a.m. Thursday-Sat- 
urday. Happy hour is offered 5-7 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. There 
is complimentary valet parking. 
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The owners of Aye Candy encourage guests to dress up in style before heading to the bar. 
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‘MURDER” 


From page A8 


has been seeing a woman, 
Maxine (Geena Quintos), rath- 
er than another man. The 
change gives the drama a fris- 
son that would have been all 
but forbidden in the '50s, rais- 
es the stakes of scandal and 
helps the cocksure Tony stand 
for something bigger, namely 
an arrogant, embittered patri- 
archy. Tony hasn't merely been 
cuckolded; his manhood has 
been diminished. His murder 
plot is motivated primarily by 
greed, but a deeper resentment 
seems to simmer beneath. 
The cast is excellent, and 
we'll get to them in a moment. 
But the real star here is direc- 
tor Tatiana Pandiani, return- 
ing to the Alley after helming 


Melissa Taylor 
Todd Waitte and Brandon Hearnsberger turn in outstanding 
performances in “Dial M For Murder." 


last year’s first-rate “Torera.” 
She and her team have crafted 
a production that pops off the 
stage on all levels, including 
lighting (high contrast, with 
pools of shadow), music (a mix 
of foreboding strings and at- 
mospheric pop, including The 
Avalanches’ “Frontier Psychi- 
atrist”) and midcentury mod- 
ern design. “Dial M for Mur- 
der” never feels like it’s con- 
fined to one set. The show is 
expansive and crisply paced, 
fresh and alive. It takes the 
material’s cozier qualities and 
zips them into the present. 
The three leads are all 
strong, with Hearnsberger 
registering as the kind of 
blithely evil villain capable of 
charming his way into all 
manner of foul deeds. Quintos 
and Zimmermann generate 
sparks. And a couple of resi- 


dent Alley stalwarts, Todd 
Waite as the Columbo-like In- 
spector Hubbard and Dylan 
Godwin as the blackmailed 
Lesgate, fill out the edges with 
precision and wit. 

The Alley often has a de- 
fault instinct to play things for 
laughs where you don’t really 
expect them. It doesn’t always 
work; the recent production of 
“Jane Eyre” felt a little too jo- 
vial and rom-com for the ma- 
terial. But the humor in this 
“Dial M” generally feels or- 
ganic, and the actors, particu- 
larly Waite, showcase fine tim- 
ing. Murder may be nothing to 
joke about in real life, but this 
is the stage, where dark come- 
dy is free to roam. “Dial M for 
Murder” talks a great game; 
more importantly, it makes for 
a lively, bracing night of the- 
ater. 


ELVIS 


From page A8 


was in the choir at Conroe 
High School and graduat- 
ed in 2018. 

As a boy he learned 
about Elvis and his songs 
from his grandfather and 
great-grandfather and 
then his older sister. 

Even though he was a 
member of a younger gen- 
eration, the older music ap- 
pealed to him more than 
today's tunes. 

He would sing Elvis 
songs at karaoke night at 
the now closed George's 
Bar and Grillin Conroe. He 
developed a fan base and 
group of friends who en- 
joyed the tunes. 


Tribute to his mother 
His ailing mother was 
the one to sway him to be- 
ginning his career as an El- 
vis tribute artist. 
“She died of cancer on 
March 21, 2021. The night 


before she died I sang El- 
vis’ “Peace in the Valley" to 
her,” he said. “She told me I 
should really go to nursing 
homes and retirement cen- 
ters and perform there.” 

He obtained a white 
jumpsuit in the Aloha style 
Elvis wore in the 1970s 
from eBay and carried out 
her suggestion. 

"It has brought me a lot 
of joy and them a lot of joy 
as well,” he said. He said 
the first white Aloha suit 
was pretty “rinky dink” 
but he has kept it as a me- 
mento as he upgraded out- 
fits. 

Now he’s gone on to per- 
form around Conroe at 
events, open mics and had 
his most recent show in 
Richmond. 


Re-creating Elvis on 
stage 

Smith sticks to the 70s 
era but his favorite Elvis 
tunes to sing are “Polk Sal- 
ad Annie” and “Suspicious 
Minds.” His mentor is 


J. Patric Schneider/Contributor 
Lorie Walters enjoys her birthday as Jordan Smith 
performs as Elvis at the Lone Star Saloon. 


Houston-area Elvis tribute 
artist Vince King. 

“Once I’m in the jump 
suit, I am Elvis,” he said. 
“Sometimes I catch myself 
outside of the jump suit 
talking like Elvis and I 
don’t even notice.” 

He met local drummer 
Chris Martinez outside 
The Corner Pub watering 
hole in downtown Conroe 
a few years ago. 

Martinez saw the Elvis 
jump suit and waved him 
over to outside the pub 
with “Hey, Elvis.” Marti- 
nez and his friends ended 
up taking pictures with 
Smith. He was intrigued to 
see a 20-something guy as 
Elvis. 

Smith has gone on to 
play open-mic nights at 
The Corner Pub where 
Martinez also often plays. 

“When we finally con- 
vinced him to do an open 
mic at The Corner Pub, he 
floored the place,” Marti- 
nez said. “It was refreshing 
to see somebody as young 


as him doing an Elvis 
thing. He’s got a lot of 
gumption. People love 
what he does. Not only 
does he have the outfit but 
he’s got the voice to back it 


” 


up. 


Traveling to Graceland 

Smith credits his wife, 
Chelsea Macha, with mak- 
ing the shows a success as 
she assists during the 
shows and is a major sup- 
porter of his career. 

“People will come up to 
me after a show and say 
‘Man, you were really 
great,’” he said. “But it’s 
not just me, it’s her too.” 

Later this month the 
couple will make their first 
trip to Graceland, Elvis’ 
home. 

He expects to be like a 
kid in a candy store. 

“T’m super excited about 
it Its a once-in-a-blue- 
moon experience," he said 
“I don't know about her, 
but I'm really stoked about 
it." 
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"But there aren't any signs 
around the house that say, 'You 
break it, you pay for it'!" 
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Mark J. Terrill/Associated Press 
Astros outfielder Trey Cabbage just missed on his 
attempt to grab Logan O'Hoppe's homer in the ninth. 


ANGELS 9, ASTROS 7 


Road sweep just out of reach 


Cabbage narrowly misses robbing walk-off home run 


By Matt Kawahara 
STAFF WRITER 


ANAHEIM, Calif. — 
Trey Cabbage drifted 
back to the left-field wall 
and leapt. He reached 
over it, landed and looked 
at his glove. It was empty. 
Cabbage sank into a 
crouch. 

Logan O’Hoppe, who 


had hit the ball, rounded 
first base and put his 
hands on his helmet. An- 
gels third-base coach Eric 
Young Sr., among the first 
to realize what had hap- 
pened, threw his arms in 
the air. 

The baseball ended up 
over the wall, and the re- 
sult was a two-run home 
run for O’Hoppe against 


closer Josh Hader that 
sent the Astros to a 9-7 
walk-off loss Sunday in 
their series finale at An- 
gel Stadium. 

It was a fitting end toa 
frustrating loss for Hous- 
ton. The Astros held a 
two-run lead entering the 
eighth inning. They 
awoke 26-5 this season 

Astros continues on B4 


UP NEXT 


ASTROS AT GIANTS 

When/where: 8:45 p.m. 
Monday in San Francisco. 
TV/radio: SCHN; 740 AM, 


790 AM, 93.3 FM (Spanish), 
1010 AM (Spanish). 


INSIDE 


Rookie Loperfido vying for 
at-bats again after being 
recalled with Tucker out. B4 


LIV GOLF 
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Jon Shapley/Staff photographer 


Carlos Ortiz's first victory on the LIV Golf Tour came Sunday at the Golf Club of Houston, serving as a nice bookend to his lone PGA Tour win at Memorial Park. 


Ortiz pads local legacy 


2020 Houston Open champion uses final-round 67 to hold off Meronk for one-stroke victory 


By Perla Paredes 
Hernandez 
STAFF WRITER 


Mexico's Carlos Ortiz won 
in Houston for the second 
time as a pro Sunday, claim- 
ing his first victory on the 
LIV Golf Tour. 

Ortiz, who won the PGA 
Tour's Houston Open in 2020 
at Memorial Park, prevailed 


by one stroke over Adrian 
Meronk on Sunday at the 


Golf Club of Houston. 
“T love playing here,” Ortiz 
said. “Obviously, Texas 


treats me well. It’s my adopt- 
ed home state. I’m just happy 
to get it done again in Hous- 
ton.” 

Ortiz and Meronk began 
the day in a four-way tie for 
the lead with David Puig and 


Paul Casey. Ortiz shot a 5-un- 
der 67 for a three-day total of 
15 under. Ortiz birdied No. 15, 
while Meronk made bogey to 
create a two-stroke gap. 
“Honestly, it was just a 
matter of playing solid com- 
ing down the stretch." Ortiz 
said. "I think there was a 
switch there on 15 that I made 
birdie, he made bogey, and I 
just knew that I had to par in 


pretty much, and it was 
mine. That's what I was try- 
ing to do." 

Ortiz, who began his day 
with breathing exercises on 
the first tee, was finally able 
to exhale after his final putt 
on 18 for bogey sealed the 
win. 

After being sprayed with 
champagne by his Torque GC 
teammates, Ortiz, 33, opened 


his arms in celebration as the 
skies, which had threatened 
rain all day, provided a slight 
sprinkle. 

While several in the field 
will be moving on to the U.S. 
Open next week, Ortiz won't. 
He missed qualifying for the 
event last week. 

"It's a shame I doubled the 
last hole to miss the qualifi- 

LIV continues on B3 


SOCCER 


Kyle Field goes international i in breaking norm 


85,249 attend Mexico-Brazil match 
in first non-football event at venue 


By Brent Zwerneman 
STAFF WRITER 


COLLEGE STATION 
— A handful of fans 
primed to root for Mexico 
climbed out of their car at 
Texas A&M's Reed Arena 
parking lot Saturday eve- 
ning and happily headed 
toward the cheers ema- 
nating from nearby Ellis 
Field, home of the A&M 
Soccer team. 

About that time, the ex- 
pectant fans realized the 
3,500-seat field that was 
holding a soccer camp for 
kids at the time wasn't 


their destination for a 
Mexico-Brazil soccer 
friendly. The stadium 
holding about 30 times as 
many aficionados across 
the railroad tracks slicing 
through A&M's campus 
was the true hotspot. 
A&M's historic Kyle 
Field, home of the Aggies 
football team for more 
than a century, for the 
first time held a widely 
ticketed event that did not 
involve football — or at 
least the kind most pop- 
ular in the United States. 


Julio Cortez/Associated Press 
For the record, Brazil Guillermo Martinez delights the pro-Mexico crowd of more than 85,000 with 
Kyle continues on B6 a goal that tied Saturday’s match at 2-2 before Brazil went on to win 3-2. 
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CELEBRATING 
1994 CHAMPS 


Thirty years ago this 
month, the Houston 
Rockets won their first 
NBA championship. 
Chronicle readers are 
invited to a private Zoom 
at noon Tuesday, June 11 
to celebrate the anniver- 
sary with special guests 
Matt Bullard and Mario 
Elie. To sign up, go to 
houstonchronicle.com/ 
rocketszoom 
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FRENCH OPEN MEN’S SINGLES 


Thibault Camus/Associated Press 
Carlos Alcaraz became the youngest man to win major titles on three different surfaces with his win over 
Alexander Zverev on Sunday at the French Open. 


Alcaraz’s rise continues 


Spaniard secures third Grand Slam win with five-set victory over Zverev 


By Howard Fendrich 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


PARIS — As Carlos Al- 
caraz began constructing 
his comeback in Sunday’s 
French Open final, a 6-3, 
2-6, 5-7, 6-1, 6-2 victory over 
Alexander Zverev for a 
first championship at Ro- 
land Garros and third 
Grand Slam title in all, 
there arrived the sort of 
magical shot the kid is 
making a regular part of 
his varied repertoire. 

It was a running, then 
sliding, down-the-line, un- 
touchable forehand pass- 
ing winner that Alcaraz 
celebrated by thrusting his 
right index finger overhead 
in a “No. 1” sign, then 


throwing an- uppercut 
while screaming, “Va- 
mos!” 


No, heis not ranked No.1 
at the moment — the man 
he beat in the semifinals, 
Jannik Sinner, makes his 
debut at the top spot on 
Monday — but Alcaraz has 
been there before and, al- 
though a “2” will be beside 
his name next week, there 
is little doubt that he is as 
good as it gets in men’s ten- 
nis right now. And more 
accomplished than any 
man ever was at his age. 

Alcaraz is a 21-year-old 
from Spain who grew up 
running home from school 
to watch on TV as country- 


man Rafael Nadal was ac- 
cumulating title after title 
at Roland Garros — a re- 
cord 14 — and he eclipsed 
Nadal as the youngest man 
to collect major champion- 
ships on three surfaces. 
Nadal was about 17^ years 
older when he did it. 

“Different tournaments, 
different aura,” Alcaraz 
said when asked to distin- 
guish among his trio of tro- 
phies, “but Pm going to 
say: same feeling. I mean, 
winning a Grand Slam is 
always special," 

This one from the clay- 
court major joins hard- 
ware from triumphs on 
hard courts at the U.S. 
Open in 2022 and on grass 
at Wimbledon in 2023. He 
is 3-0 in Slam finals. 

"It's an amazing career 
already. You're already a 
Hall of Famer. You already 
achieved so much — and 
you're only 21 years old," 
said Zverev, who also lost 
the 2020 U.S. Open final, 
that one after being two 
points from winning. “In- 
credible player. Not the last 
time you're going to win 
this." 

Zverev, a 27-year-old 
from Germany, exited the 
French Open in the semifi- 
nals each of the past three 
years, including after tear- 
ing ankle ligaments during 
the second set against Na- 
dalin that round in 2022. 


On Sunday against Al- 
caraz, Zverev faltered after 
surging in front by reeling 
offthelast five games ofthe 
third set. Alcaraz's level 
dipped during that stretch 
and he seemed distracted 
by a complaint over the 
condition ofthe clay, telling 
chair umpire Renaud Lich- 
tenstein it was “unbeliev- 
able." 

But Alcaraz reset and 
ran away with it, taking 12 
of the last 15 games while 
being treated by a trainer 
at changeovers for some 
pain and cramping in his 
left leg. 

“I know that when I’m 
playing a fifth set, you have 
to give everything and you 
have to give your heart," 
Alcaraz said. “I mean, in 
those moments, it's where 
the top players give their 
best tennis." 

No. 3 seed Alcaraz and 
No. 4 Zverev were making 
their first appearance in a 
French Open final. Indeed, 
this was the first men's title 
match at Roland Garros 
since 2004 without at least 
one of Nadal, Novak Djo- 
kovic or Roger Federer. 

Alcaraz showed off all of 
his skills: the drop shots, 
the artful half-volleys, the 
intimidating forehands de- 
livered aggressively and 
accompanied by a loud 
grunt. His 27 forehand 
winners were 20 more 


than Zverev's total. 

In the fifth set, under 
constant pressure from Al- 
caraz, Zverev got broken to 
fall behind 2-1. The next 
game showed the grit and 
gumption that already are 
hallmarks of  Alcaraz's 
style. 

Zverev would hold four 
break points. He failed to 
convert any. Alcaraz didn’t 
let him, and wrapped up 
the game with a drop shot. 

The crowd roared. Alca- 
raz held his left index fin- 
ger to his ear while waving 
his racket. He broke again 
for 5-2, then served it out 
and dropped onto his back, 
caking his shirt with clay 
— just as Nadal often did 
after championship point. 

Alcaraz first learned to 
play tennis on the rust-col- 
ored surface, although he 
says he prefers hard 
courts. Alcaraz says he 
dreamed long ago of add- 
ing his own name to the list 
of Spanish men to win the 
event, including his coach, 
2003 champion Juan Car- 
los Ferrero. 

And those red-and-yel- 
low Spanish flags that be- 
came such an annual fix- 
ture at Court Philippe Cha- 
trier in the era of Nadal 
were there again Sunday, 
this time for Alcaraz. The 
difference? The cries of 
“Ra-fa! Ra-fa!” were now 
“Car-los! Car-los!” 


FRENCH OPEN WOMEN’S DOUBLES 


Gauff, Siniakova 
team up for title 


By Jerome Pugmire 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


PARIS — Coco Gauff is 
a Grand Slam champion 
in singles and doubles, 
something she did not ex- 
pect to happen so soon. 

The 20-year-old Amer- 
ican won her first major 
doubles title on Sunday 
by teaming with Katerina 
Siniakova for the French 
Open trophy. They de- 
feated Italians Jasmine 
Paolini and Sara Errani 
7-6 (5), 6-3, giving Gauff 
her second major after 
winning the U.S. Open 
singles last year. 

“T think it’s just one of 
those things that when 
you least expect it to hap- 
pen, it happens,” Gauff 
said, reflecting on her 
doubles triumph. 

Victory finally came for 
Gauff in her third wom- 
en’s doubles final, having 
been the runner-up in 
championship matches at 
Roland Garros in 2022 
and the U.S. Open in 2021. 

“After I lost the first 
two (doubles) finals, I 
thought, ‘well, okay, I 
reached that point, maybe 
I should focus on sin- 
gles,’ " Gauff said. “Same 
thing, U.S. Open. When I 
won it, I didn’t expect to 
win. I was having a really 
bad year. Then here, I 
didn’t even expect to play. 
I think it’s funny how life 
teaches you those les- 
sons.” 

Gauff and Siniakova, 
who is from the Czech Re- 
public, both kissed the 
Coupe Simonne Mathieu 
— the winners’ trophy. 

“Third time’s a charm. 
Thank you, Katerina, for 
playing with me. We de- 
cided two days before the 
tournament to play to- 
gether,” Gauff said. 
“Thank you to the fans. I 
know 11:30 Sunday morn- 
ing is early for most peo- 
ple. It’s early for me.” 

The doubles final was 
held before the men’s sin- 
gles final later Sunday be- 
tween Carlos Alcaraz and 


Alexander Zverev. 

“I would much rather 
play before the men’s final 
than after it, because that 
could go seven hours. 
11:30 was fine. It was just a 
joke, because I don't like 
waking up early" Gauff 
said. “I think it was good 
the tournament sched- 
uled us before that 
match." 

Paolini was also the 
runner-up in the singles 
final at Roland Garros to 
four-time champion Iga 
Swiatek on Saturday. 
Swiatek beat Gauff in the 
singles semifinal. 

"The last two weeks 
were very nice, very emo- 
tional,” Paolini said. “I 
have a lot of memories. I 
can't wait to be back." 

Siniakova owns a ca- 
reer Slam in women's 
doubles alongside part- 
ner Barbora Krejcikova 
and has won eight majors 
— including the French 
Open in 2018 and 2021. 

Errani also owns a ca- 
reer Slam in doubles 
alongside her former 
partner Roberta Vinci. 
The Italian pair won the 
French Open title in 2012 
— the year Errani lost the 
singles final. 

“Tt’s really special to be 
in this court again. I don’t 
know how many more 
years I have to play. But 
it’s always special to play 
these kinds of matches,” 
the 37-year-old Errani 
said. “It will be special to 
play the Olympics here in 
this place. So I'll see you 
in one month.” 

Paolini was playing in 
her first final in women’s 
doubles. 

Gauff and Siniakova 
took the first set when Er- 
ranis volley at the net 
went long and raced to a 
4-1 lead in the second set, 
with Paolini 0-30 down 
on her serve. 

The Italians fought 
back to 4-3 with a service 
game to follow, but Erra- 
nis serve was broken 
again and their momen- 
tum was lost. 


Jean-Francois Badias/Associated Press 
Coco Gauff, left, won the first Grand Slam doubles 
title of her career in her third trip to a major final. 


NCAA BASEBALL SUPER REGIONALS ROUNDUP 


Florida scores two 


WIRE REPORTS 


CLEMSON, S.C. — 
Michael Robertson's 
two-run double in the 
bottom of the 13th inning 
on Sunday night sent 
Florida to an 1110 victory 
over Clemson, and with 
it, the Gators earned a 
berth in the College 
World Series. 

After Clemson took a 
10-9 lead in the top of the 
13th, Florida's Luke Hey- 
man and Tyler Shelnut 
reached on singles in the 
bottom of the inning. 
After a sacrifice bunt 
moved the runners to 
second and third, Clem- 
son intentionally walked 
Brody Donay to load the 
bases. 

Robertson ripped a 
double to left-center, 
scoring Jaylen Guy, who 
was a pinch-runner for 
Heyman, and Shelnut 
followed with the win- 


ning run. 

Robertson's clutch hit 
sent Florida (34-28) to 
Omaha for the 14th time. 
The Gators won the 
championship in 2017 and 
finished second last year. 

The Gators claimed the 
dramatic victory after the 
Tigers (44-16) had deliv- 
ered big play after big 
play to keep their season 
alive. 

In the top of the ninth 
inning, Florida led 9-6 
and was two outs from 
advancing when the 
Tigers' Cam Cannarella 
stepped to the plate with 
runners on first and 
second. He laced the first 
pitch over the fence in 
right field for a game- 
tying three-run home 
run. 

Clemson was in deep 
trouble again in the bot- 
tom of the 10th when 
Florida had runners on 
first and second with two 


in 13th inning to secure berth in CWS 


outs. Ashton Wilson 
drove a deep fly over 
Cannarella’s head, but 
the Clemson center field- 
er was able to track it 
down in the air and make 
the catch at the wall with 
his back to home plate. 

Luke MeNeillie (4-6) 
pitched the last two in- 
nings for the win, al- 
though he served up a 
homer run to Alden 
Mathes in the top of the 
13th. 


GEORGIA Tl, N.C. STATE 2 

Freshman Tre Phelps 
drove in four runs and 
Leighton Finley took a 
shutout into the seventh 
inning as the Bulldogs 
evened their Athens Su- 
per Regional series 
against the Wolfpack at 
one game apiece. 

After N.C. State’s stun- 
ning 18-1 victory on Satur- 
day, the Bulldogs (43-16) 
bounced back and tied 


the best-of-three series. 
Game 3 will take place on 
Monday, with the winner 
advancing to the College 
World Series. 

Finley (6-1) went 6 ?/ 
innings on the mound, 
allowing one run and 
eight hits. Zendin fin- 
ished the game, allowing 
only Jacob Cozart's eighth 
inning home run. 


NORTH CAROLINA 2 
WEST VIRGINIA 1 


Vance Honeycutt hit a 
home run on the game's 
first pitch as the Tar 
Heels held off the Moun- 
taineers on Saturday 
night, sweeping the best- 
of-three Chapel Hill Su- 
per Regional and grab- 
bing a berth in the Col- 
lege World Series. 

North Carolina (47-14) 
will play in its 12th CWS 
looking to win it for the 
first time. The Tar Heels 
finished second in back- 


ONLINE 


Coverage of Texas A&M’s super regional Game 2 against 
Oregon at houstonchronicle.com/sports 


to-back seasons, losing 
both times to Oregon 
State in 2006-07. 

The game turned out 
to be the last for West 
Virginia (36-24) head 
coach Randy Mazey, who 
announced he would step 
down after the season 
and turn the reins over to 
longtime associate head 
coach Steve Sabins. 

Mazey retires with a 
541-424-2 record with 
head coaching stops at 
Charleston Southern 
(1994-96) and East Caroli- 
na (2003-05) before tak- 
ing the job with the 
Mountaineers in 2013. 
Mazey won conference 
coach-of-the-year honors 
in the Big South and 
Conference USA before 
earning the award in the 


Big 12 in 2019 and last 
season. 


KENTUCKY 10 
OREGON STATE O 


Trey Pooser pitched 
the first seven innings of 
a one-hitter and Ryan 
Nicholson drove in three 
runs as the Wildcats 
defeated the Beavers on 
Saturday to open the 
Lexington Super Region- 
al. 

In his seven innings on 
the mound, Pooser (7-1) 
allowed one hit, struck 
out eight and walked four 
batters for Kentucky. 
Only one runner reached 
third base and two others 
made it as far as second. 
Jackson Nove finished 
with two hitless innings, 
striking out four. 


Sports Editor: reid.laymance@houstonchronicle.com : 


sptletters@houstonchronicle.com 


HOUSTON CHRONICLE | HOUSTONCHRONICLE.COM 


MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2024 B3 


J 
sewi 


LIV 


From page B1 


er,” Ortiz said. “It hurt a 
lot. But I think with time, 
we're going to get back in- 
to the majors, because I 
know that I’m one of the 
best players in the world 
right now, and I deserve 
to be there. But the way 
things are happening 
right now, its kind of 
hard. I'll do my best to get 
into the British Open, and 
I also have the summer 
Olympics, too, other than 
the LIV tournaments 
coming up." 

Meronk had tied Ortiz 
for the lead with consec- 
utive birdies at 11, 12 and 13 
before his bogey at 15. 
Trailing by two going into 
the final hole, Meronk 
gave himself a slight 
chance when he reached 
the green in two and had a 
birdie putt. Ortiz had 
gone over the green and 
had to take a drop after 
his ball landed up against 
the wall of a spectator 
club. 

But Ortiz hit a nice 
chip, and Meronk missed 
his birdie putt. 

Ortiz said that as he set 
up his chip, he was think- 
ing, "Don't chunk it." He 
didn't. 

"Tve been working on 
those chips,” he said. “It’s 
easy right now." 

Local favorite Patrick 
Reed tied for third with 
Puig at 13 under after 
overcoming a bogey on 
his first hole to finish 
with a 68. 

The Cleeks GC, led by 
Poland's Meronk, won 
the team title at 33 under. 
Also contributing for the 
all-European team were 
Martin Kaymer (Germa- 
ny), Richard Bland (En- 
gland) and Kalle Samooja 
(Finland). 

It was the Cleeks' first 
team title on the LIV tour, 
which, in addition to an 
individual winner, also 
recognizes four-man 
teams. 

The LIV tour has six 
events left this season, in- 
cluding its championship 
in Dallas on Sept. 20-22. 
That just happens to the 
adopted hometown of Or- 
tiz. 

“I guess Texas likes 
me," Ortiz said. “And I 
like Texas back." 


Photos by Jon Shapley/Staff photographer 
Richard Bland, second from left, celebrates with his Cleeks GC teammates after winning the team portion of 
the LIV event for the first time. Adrian Meronk, Martin Kaymer and Kalle Samooja also are part of the team. 


Carlos Ortiz finds a bit of trouble on the 18th hole, but with a two-stroke lead, 
his bogey was good enough to secure the victory over Adrian Meronk. 


X 
AIV 


David Puig, playing from a bunker on the fourth hole, started Sunday as part of 


a four-way tie for the lead but couldn't keep pace and finished in a tie for third. 


S 


Adrian Meronk lines up a birdie putt on the 18th green that wouldn’t fall, 
ending his chance of forcing a playoff with Carlos Ortiz. 


SUNDAY’S FINAL-ROUND RESULTS 


15-under Teams results 2-under 

Carlos Ortiz, $4,000,000 ..................— £6-68-67—201 Cleeks GC (M.Kaymer*, R. Bland, A.Meronk, K.Samooja) ....33-under Brendan Steele, $141,250... ...10-70-74—24 

14-under Fireballs GC (S.Garcia*, A.Ancer, E.Lopez-Chacarra, D.Puig).... ...3l-under Phil Mickelson, $141,250 -..11-69-74—214 
: Smash GC (B.Koepka*, T.Gooch, J.Kokrak, G.McDowell) ... ...Jl-under = 

Adrian Meronk, $2,250,000 .............. .55-69-68—202 Torque GC (J.Niemann*, C.Ortiz, M.Pereira, S. Munoz) . 25-under Funder 

13-under 4 Aces GC (D.Johnson*, P.Uihlein, P.Perez, P.Reed)).... under Matthew Jones, $136,250 ... -58-74-13-215 


....58-66-69—203 
-...57-68-68—203 


David Puig, $1,250,000. 
Patrick Reed, $1,250,000... 
ll-under 

Sergio Garcia, $800,000................... 51-10-68—205 
10-under 

Graeme McDowell, $608,333... 
Lucas Herbert, $608,333... 
Anirban Lahiri, $608,333 ... 
9-under 

Paul Casey, $396,875 
Martin Kaymer, $396,875 . 
Cameron Tringale, $396,87' 
Brooks Koepka, $396,875 . 
8-under 


.».67-67-73—207 
65-72-70—207 


Dustin Johnson, $340,000 ...................... 67-71-70—208 Lee Westwood, $235,000 
7-under Dean Burmester, $235,000 
Matthew Wolff, $320,000..................... 69-67-73—209 Charl Schwartzel, $235,000 
6-under 4-under 


Crushers GC (B.DeChambeau*, J. Catlin, A.Lahiri, P.Casey) 
Legion XIII (B. Campbell, T.Hatton, K.Vincent, C.Surratt) .. 
HyFlyers GC (P.Mickelson*, B.Steele, A.Ogletree, C. Tringale)... 
Majesticks GC (I.Poulter*, L.Westwood, H.Stenson, S.Horsfield 
Ripper GC (C.Smith*, M.Leishman, M.Jones, L.Herbert)...... 
Stinger GC (W. Ormsby, D.Burmester, C,Schwartzel, B.Grace) .. 
Rangegoats GC (B.Watson*, T.Pieters, P.Uihlein, M. Wolff) 
Iron Heads GC (K.Na*, S.Vincent, D.Lee, J.Kozuma) 
*Team captain 


Marc Leishman, $182,500. 
John Catlin, $182,500... 
Abraham Ancer, $182,500 
Richard Bland, $182,500 
Sam Horsfield, $182,500. 
3-under 

Joaquin Niemann, $151,500 


5-under 
Jason Kokrak, $235,000................———. 11-66-14—2 
Bryson Dechambeau, $235,000 ... 
Tyrell Hatton, $235,000... 


.67-69-77—213 


Jinichiro Kozuma, $151,500... 


55-16-2213 


Sebastian Munoz, $285,000... 
Henrik Stenson, $285,000 
Talor Gooch, $285,000 


Caleb Surratt, $151,500... 
Kalle Samooja, $151,500 
Harold Vamer Ill, $151,500... 


Kevin Na, $182,500 
Thomas Pieters, $182,500 
Kieran Vincent, $182,500 


NNN 


Mito Pereira, $136,250 10-74-1215 
Even 

Euginio Chacarra, $132,500 ...................... 69-72-75—216 
l-over 

Pat Perez, $127,500 
Scott Vincent, $127,500. 
Andy Ogletree, $127,500 
Peter Uihlein, $127,500 
2-over 

lan Poulter, $123,750 
Hudson Swafford, $123,750 
4-over 

Cameron Smith, $90,000..... 
Anthony Kim, $90,000 
5-over 


1268-77-21] 


-.10-70-80—220 
-.13-16-71—220 


Danny Lee, $60,000 ............. 70-72-79-221 
6-over 
Bubba Watson, $60,000 ..............———- 75-72-75—222 
8-over 
Branden Grace, $50,000 ....esssssssssseesseeee 76-74-74—224 


PGA TOUR 


Scheffler secures 
5th win of season 


By Doug Ferguson 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


DUBLIN, Ohio — Scot- 
tie Scheffler had more 
stress than he wanted 
Sunday at the Memorial 
and got the victory every- 
one has come to expect. 

On a Muirfield Village 
course so demanding only 
six players broke par, 
Scheffler had his highest 
final round in nearly two 
years at 2-over 74, and it 
was just enough to hold off 
Collin Morikawa and win 
for the fifth time this year. 

Scheffler, who started 
the final round four shots 
ahead, never lost the lead. 
He never felt safe, either, 
particularly on a back nine 
where saving par felt like 
hard work. 

That's what it took on 
the18th hole. He was lead- 
ing Morikawa by one shot 
as both hit approach shots 
that bounced hard and 
high off the green and into 
therough. Both chipped to 
about 5 feet. Scheffler bur- 
ied his putt to win, and the 
force of his fist pump to 
celebrate showed how 
tough this day was on him 
and practically everybody. 

Making the day even 
more special was the 
handshake with tourna- 
ment host Jack Nicklaus 
and cradling month-old 
son Bennett at his first 
PGA Tour event. 

“This is a tough place to 
close out," Scheffler said. 
“Tt was a fun test of golf. I 
like when it gets this hard. 
I didn’t do a whole lot 
great today, but I did 
enough." 

Just barely. 

Morikawa, who played 


in the final group of both 
majors this year, holed a 
30-foot birdie putt on the 
par-3 12th hole and stayed 
on Scheffler’s heels the 
rest of the way. He shot 71, 
the only one from the final 
13 groups to break par. 

Adam  Hadwin was 
right there with them until 
closing with three straight 
bogeys for a 74 to finish 
alone in third. 

Scheffler finished at 8- 
under 280 and won $4 mil- 
lion from this signature 
event and its $20 million 
purse. That pushes him 
over $24 million for the 
year, breaking the PGA 
Tour season earnings re- 
cord — and it's barely June 
— that he set last year in 
this era of rising purses. 

He also become the first 
player since Tom Watson 
in 1980 to have won five 
times on the PGA Tour be- 
fore the U.S. Open. 

That's next week at Pi- 
nehurst No. 2, and Schef- 
fler will go to the U.S. 
Open as a huge favorite. 
This was his uth consecu- 
tive tournament with a top 
10. 

Morikawa picked up 
$2.2 million and now hasa 
big cushion as he tries to 
sew up the fourth spot for 
the Americans going to 
Paris this summer for the 
Olympics. 

Hadwin was within one 
shot of the lead until fin- 
ishing the front nine with 
a pair of bogeys. Still, his 
third-place finish moves 
him ahead of Corey Con- 
ners for the second Cana- 
dian spot in the Olympics. 

The world ranking after 
the U.S. Open determines 
who goes to Paris. 


Andy Lyons/Getty Images 


Despite finishing with a 2-over 74, Scottie Scheffler, 
left, held on to win the Memorial Tournament. 


ROUNDUP 


Strom shoots 60 
for 1st LPGA win 


WIRE REPORTS 


GALLOWAY, NJ. — 
Linnea Strom shot a 
tournament-record r- 
under 60 on Sunday to 
overcome a seven-stroke 
deficit and win the Sho- 
pRite LPGA Classic by a 
shot for her first LPGA 
Tour title. 

After making the cut 
on the number Saturday, 
Strom teed off at 8:20 
a.m. — three hours, 40 
minutes before the final 
group — on the Bay 
Course at Seaview Re- 
sort. 

Strom had an eagle — 
chipping in from 15 feet 
on the par-5 ninth — and 
nine birdies to get to 
14-under 199. The 27-year- 
old Swede birdied the last 
three holes and four of 
the last five. 

"This is proof that you 
should never give up," 
Strom said. “Just go out 
there and give it your all.” 

She had the lowest 
final-round score by a 
winner in LPGA Tour 
history after starting the 
day tied for 52nd. 

Megan Khang and 
Ayaka Furue of Japan 
tied for second. Khang 
closed with a 66, and 
Furue shot 65. 


Els beats Stricker 
to win playoff 


Ernie Els won for the 
second straight week on 
the PGA Tour Champi- 
ons, winning the Amer- 
ican Family Insurance 
Championship at Madi- 
son, Wis., on Sunday 
when tournament host 
Steve Stricker missed a 
2V»-foot putt on the first 
hole of a playoff. 

“He feels bad winning 
like that and I feel bad 
giving it to him like that,” 
said Stricker, who won his 
hometown event last year. 
“But he played well.” 


Grant overcomes 
1l-shot deficit 


Linn Grant of Sweden 
chipped in for birdie on 
the final hole Sunday to 
repeat her landmark feat 
by winning the Scandina- 
vian Mixed at Helsing- 
borg, Sweden, her second 
time winning an official 
European tour event. 

It was a stunning 
hometown win for Grant, 
who started the final 
round 1 shots behind and 
closed with a 7-under 65 
for a one-shot victory 
over Sebastian Soderberg 
and Calum Hill. 
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ASTROS 


Loperfido vies for at-bats in 2nd stint 


By Matt Kawahara 
STAFF WRITER 


ANAHEIM, Calif — 
When the Astros optioned 
Joey Loperfido back to Tri- 
ple-A Sugar Land on May 
27, he had not played in a 
week. Loperfido was sick 
during that stretch, manag- 
er Joe Espada said, but it al- 
so reflected the state of 
Houston's outfield at the 
time — crowded, with sev- 
eral more experienced play- 
ers performing well. 

Loperfido, the 25-year- 
old prospect, had “done 
enough to stay at the major 
league level” in his first 14 
games, Espada said at that 
point. But the Astros felt 
Loperfido needed to play 
regularly to continue his 
development, and “that 
probably was not going to 
be the case right now” on 
their major league roster, 
Espada said. 

With Loperfido rejoin- 
ing Houston on Saturday, 
replacing injured Kyle 
Tucker on the roster, it in- 
vited the question of 
whether that will be differ- 
ent in his second major 
league stint. 

Loperfido re-enters an 
outfield mix that appears 
more malleable than when 
he left. Tucker, a true every- 
day player in right field, will 
be on the IL at least until 
June 14, opening at-bats in 
right in his absence. A re- 
cent dip in production by 


other Astros outfielders, 
meanwhile, creates more 
spots where Espada could 
insert Loperfido and see if 
he can jolt the lineup. 

Jake Meyers was having 
a torrid May, in which he 
posted a .924 OPS, when 
Loperfido was sent down. 
Entering Sunday, Meyers 
was 9-for-52 with no extra- 
base hits over his last 14 
games. Chas McCormick, 
whose return from a ham- 
string injury in late May 
translated to fewer chances 
for Loperfido, was 3-for-27 
in u games since his IL stint 
entering Sunday. 

Mauricio Dubón had 
started seven of the Astros' 
last eight games, going 6- 
for-29 in that stretch, but 
the team values the versa- 
tile Dubón in a utility role 
rather than an everyday 
one. 

Yordan Alvarez has 
made seven of his last 13 
starts in left field, but Alva- 
rez can serve as designated 
hitter if Houston is receiv- 
ing production fromits oth- 
er outfield options. 

Loperfido was not in the 
lineup Saturday or Sunday, 
with the Astros facing An- 
gels left-handers Tyler An- 
derson and Patrick Sando- 
val. But Espada said pre- 
game that Loperfido could 
see more regular playing 
time during his current 
call-up. 

“I think there’s more op- 
portunities for him to get 


LES | 
Karen Warren/Staff photographer 


Joey Loperfido showed he was capable of hitting 
big-league pitching by turning in a slash line of 
-333/.381/.436 in his first stint with the Astros. 


more everyday at-bats in 
the position that we're in 
right now, yes," Espada 
said. 

Asked if he expects that 
to happen, Espada said: 
“Yeah, I do. I think you guys 
know how I feel about 
when you get young players 
up here... They need to play 
for us to figure out present 
and future of the particular 
player. But yeah, I think 
right now where we're at, I 
think there'll be more op- 
portunities." 

On Saturday and Sun- 
day, Meyers started in cen- 
ter field, with Dubón in left 
field and McCormick in 
right. 

All three contributed to 


Saturday's 631 Astros win, 
illustrating the difficulty 
Loperfido could still face in 
carving out regular playing 
time. McCormick tripled to 
begin a two-run third in- 
ning. Meyers lined an RBI 
single later in that inning, 
and Dubón added an RBI 
single in the eighth. 

Espada noted the Astros 
will likely see multiple 
right-handed starters in the 
ensuing series in San Fran- 
cisco, “so there's opportuni- 
ties there for Joey and 
(Trey) Cabbage.” 

The Astros could go 
heavy on platoon matchups 
in their outfield for now. 
Meyers’ range in center 
field is valuable, but Loper- 


fido and Cabbage can play 
all three outfield spots, giv- 
ing Espada options against 
right-handed pitching. Du- 
bón and McCormick can al- 
so play all three spots. 

With only so much play- 
ing time to allot, Espada in- 
dicated his outfielders 
could command it through 
production. 

“I think performance 
matters,” Espada said. “We 
are trying to win games. I’m 
trying to get some of these 
guys going offensively, so 
Im looking for the best 
matchups for these guys 
just to put them in position 
to succeed." 

Loperfido was 13-for-39 
with a .333/.381/.436 slash 
linein his first call-up. With 
a chance at regular at-bats, 
he could seize it by replicat- 
ing that success. Some un- 
derlying metrics suggest 
challenges still await. Lo- 
perfido’s 35.3% whiff rate 
led to 17 strikeouts in 43 
plate appearances in his 
first major league stint. He 
saw 62.5% fastballs and 
was 2-for-i1 against break- 
ing pitches; he could begin 
to see more of the latter and 
will need to adjust. 

In his last nine games at 
Triple-A after being op- 
tioned, Loperfido was 9- 
for-43 with two extra-base 
hits and 13 strikeouts. De- 
fensively, he resumed split- 
ting time between the out- 
field and first base. 

“Just continued working 


on my throws in the out- 
field, working on my jumps 
in center field," Loperfido 
said. "And at the plate, just 
having good at-bats. I felt 
like hitting-wise, just con- 
tinuing to refine every- 
thing, kind of how we've 
been doing since spring 
training. Some weeks will 
be better than others, but I 
think the process of every- 
thing stays the same." 

In his first call-up, Lo- 
perfido did pregame work 
at first base but did not ap- 
pear there in a game. He 
was optioned when José 
Abreu returned, giving the 
Astros two first-base op- 
tions in Abreu and Jon Sin- 
gleton. Espada said Satur- 
day that he “can see" Loper- 
fido playing first base but 
^not immediately." 

Tucker said Saturday he 
hopes to miss the mini- 
mum of 10 days on the IL 
but was still using a crutch 
to keep weight off his con- 
tused right shin, lending 
his timeline some uncer- 
tainty. So less than two 
weeks after his return to 
Sugar Land, Loperfido re- 
joined the Astros to try to 
help mitigate Tucker's ab- 
sence. 

“I think I know what I’m 
capable of, and I know the 
quality of baseball I’m capa- 
ble of playing,” Loperfido 
said. “So I’m just going to 
continue to work to do that 
and kind of build on 
things.” 


ASTROS 


From page Bl 


when leading after seven. 
They dropped to 30-36 
overall. 

With a 7-5 lead after six 
innings, Houston turned 
to its leverage bullpen 
trio. Bryan Abreu had 
thrown 15 pitches Satur- 
day. He drew the seventh 
for his 33rd appearance in 
the Astros’ first 66 games. 
He threw 26 more pitch- 
es, navigating a hit bats- 
man and a walk. Ryan 
Pressly entered for the 
eighth. 

Pressly had thrown 25 
pitches Saturday, de- 
ployed in a game Houston 
led by five runs. He found 
trouble quickly. O’Hoppe 
drove his second pitch to 
the gap in right-center for 
a double. Zach Neto lined 
a one-out double on a 
two-strike slider, scoring 
O’Hoppe. A wild pitch 
sent O'Hoppe to third. 

A walk to Mickey Mo- 
niak set up a potential 
double play. Michael Ste- 
fanic's slow check-swing 
grounder negated the 
possibility, tying the 
game. It marked the uth 
blown saved charged to 
Astros relievers this sea- 
son. Pressly has been 
charged with five of them. 

This one underscored 
earlier offensive failures. 
Houston put runners on 
second and third with 
one out in the seventh in- 
ning and scored neither. 
Back-to-back singles to 
open the eighth also 
yielded no runs. The As- 
tros totaled 14 hits and 
were 5-for-12 with men in 
scoring position but 
lacked the clutch hit late. 

It stood in contrast to 
earlier innings. The As- 
tros trailed 4-3 entering 
the sixth after a laborious 
outing by Justin Verlan- 
der. His counterpart, Pat- 
rick Sandoval, retired the 
inning’s first two hitters. 
Mauricio Dubón pulled a 
chopper that clipped the 
glove of Neto, the Angels 
shortstop, and sparked a 
rally. 

José Abreu spun on a 
slider, his sharp grounder 
reaching the left-field 
corner for a double. Du- 
bón scored from first 
base. Abreu had his sec- 
ond hit of the afternoon, 
his first multi-hit game 
since he returned from 
the minors May 27. He en- 
tered 5-for-31 in his 10 
games since the hiatus. 

Sandoval had struck 


Photos by Mark J. Terrill/Associated Press 
Trey Cabbage entered the game in the sixth inning 
after Alex Bregman's exit forced some reshuffling. 


Logan O'Hoppe's home run that eluded Cabbage was 
his fourth hit of the day and second for extra bases. 


Chas McCormick out 
twice. The Angels sum- 
moned right-hander 
Hunter Strickland to face 
him. Strickland threw 
three sliders. McCormick 
flipped one into left field, 
his double scoring Abreu. 
Strickland tried a first- 
pitch slider to Jose Al- 
tuve. It hovered. Altuve 


hammered it for a two- 
run homer. 


Bregman hit on hand 
Third baseman Alex 
Bregman left the game af- 
ter being struck on the 
left hand by a 93.4 mph 
sinker from Strickland in 
the sixth. Bregman was 
hit by a pitch on the same 


hand Tuesday and sat out 
thenext day's game with a 
hand contusion. The As- 
tros said Bregman left 
Sunday's game due to left 
hand discomfort. 
Bregman was replaced 
on defense in the bottom 
of the inning. Dubón, 
who started in left field, 
moved to third, and Cab- 
bage entered the game in 


left field. O'Hoppe 
opened the inning by 
pulling a 1029 mph 


ground ball by Dubón, 
who was charged with an 
error, and later scored an 
unearned run. 


Verlander struggles 

On a day Verlander did 
not appear to have his 
best stuff, the Angels 
made him work. He used 
101 pitches to finish five 
innings. Angels hitters 
swung at just 37 of them, 
forging long at-bats and 
requiring Verlander to 
work inside the strike 
zone. He allowed four 
runs on seven hits. 

Kevin Pillar doubled 
and scored on a sacrifice 
fly in the second. Verlan- 
der allowed no further 
damage in his first three 
innings, but his outing 
was a slog. Four batters 
made him throw 23 pitch- 
es in a scoreless third. 
Seven arrived to face him 
in a two-run fourth. 

Willie Calhoun's tap- 
per eluded Verlander for 
an infield hit. Verlander 
plunked Pillar, and 
O’Hoppe singled to load 
the bases with no outs. It 
called for a strikeout, but 
Verlander struggled to 
create — swing-and-miss 
Sunday. He induced three 
whiffs on 37 swings. The 
Angels swung at just one 
of 24 curveballs they saw. 

They extracted two 
runs from the inning 
without another hit. No- 
lan Schanuel drove a fast- 
ball to deep right field for 
a sacrifice fly. Verlander 
missed up and in with a 
full-count pitch to Neto, 
reloading the bases. Mo- 
niak's bunt yielded an out 
at second base but tied 
the game. 

Seth Martinez began to 
warm in the fourth. He 
rose again in the fifth. 
Calhoun singled in a run 
with one out, giving the 
Angels a 4-3 lead. Verlan- 
der sat at 98 pitches. Man- 
ager Joe Espada went to 
the mound. After a brief 
discussion, heleft Verlan- 
der in the game. Verlan- 
der induced a double play 
to end the inning. 


ON DECK: ASTROS AT GIANTS 
When/where: Monday and Tuesday at 8:45 p.m., 
Wednesday at 2:45 p.m.; Oracle Park. 


TV: SCHN. 


Radio: 790 AM, 103.3 FM (Spanish), 1010 AM (Spanish). 
Pitchers: Monday, RHP Spencer Arrighetti (3-5, 5.79) 
vs. LHP Kyle Harrison (4-3, 4.18); Tuesday, RHP Ronel 
Blanco (5-2, 2.78) vs. RHP Jordan Hicks (4-2, 2.82); 
Wednesday, LHP Framber Valdez (5-3, 3.53) vs. RHP 


Logan Webb (5-5, 2.92). 


Astros (30-36) update: Though a potential sweep 
slipped agonizingly from its hands Sunday, Houston did 
take two of three from the Angels and stands 67; games 
behind Seattle in the American League West and 4/2 
games behind Minnesota for the third AL wild card. ... 
Alex Bregman, who exited Sunday's game after being hit 
on the left hand for the second time in a week, has an 
Tl-game hitting streak that is the longest by an Astro this 
season. He's hitting .381 (16-for-42) in that span. ... Jose 
Altuve’s four-hit game Sunday was the 39th of his 
career. ... Altuve has a 65-game errorless streak at 
second base. ... The Astros are 13-18 on the road. 

Giants (32-34) update: San Francisco, which took two 
of three at Texas over the weekend, has won 13 of its last 
22 games, even with a six-game losing streak from May 
29-June 4. The Giants trail the Dodgers by nine games in 
the National League West but, because only four NL 
teams have winning records, presently hold the No. 2 
wild card. ... Third baseman Matt Chapman, who 
because of a hamstring cramp Sunday sat for only the 
second time this season, has reached base in his last 25 
games. It’s the longest streak by a Giant since Eduardo 
Núñez reached in 33 straight in 2017. During his streak, 
Chapman has a slash line of .295/407/526 with 22 runs, 
four homers, 1O doubles and 14 RBls. ... Outfielder Heliot 
Ramos has reached base in 26 of his 29 games this 
season and is slashing .314/.405/533. .. The Giants are 
an MLB-best 23-1 (.958) when allowing three or fewer 


runs. 
Steve Schaeffer 
; 

Angels 9, Astros 7 Saturday's game 
Houston ABR H Bi BB so ag | Astros 6, Angels 1 
Altuve 2b 52 4 3 0 0 29] 

Houston ABR H BI BB SO Avg. 
Bregman 3b 30 11 0 0 27 | me dd Ne Er 
Cabbage If 10 00 0 1 27 | Bregman 3b 4110 1 325 
Alvarez dh 30 00 2 0 29 Alvarez dh 4232 0 0 26 
Peña ss 30 11 0 0 30 | prs 411001 X 
Diaz c 50 10 0 1 25 Diaz c 40 11 0 1 28 
Meyers cf 50 20 0 2 28 Meyers cf 40 11 0 0 259 
Dubón If-3b 32 10 1 0 2 | pj 4011 o 0 2% 
J.Abreu 1b 42 21 0 0 132 | Aedh 48 0.0. 0. Y iB 
McCormick rf 4121 0 2 24 McCormick rf 4110 0 1 202 
Totals 38714 7 3 6 Totals 36161 8 
Los Angeles AB R HBI BB SO Avg. | Los Angeles AB R H BI BB SO Avg. 
Stefanic 2b 30 01 0 0 167 | Schanuellb 4111 1 2 23 
Guillorme 2b 00 00 0 0 28 Rengifo 3b 4000 li 1 3D 
Rengifo 3b 41 20 0 036 | Warne 2 0g-B. 3 0 99 
Ward If 50 00 0 2 247 | Cathoundh 3010 1 1 J8 
Calhoun dh 31 2 1 1 0 29 | ynugerprdn 0000 0 0 38 
1-Tucker pr-dh 000000 18 a-Stefanic ph 1010 0 0 100 
&-Adell ph 10 00 0 0 19 | wes, 4000 0 1 25 
Pillar rf 43 20 0 1.38 | msc 4010 02 20 
OHopne c 53 42 0 029 ! adel 3000 1 1 190 
Schanuel 1b 20 02 0 2 Moniak cf 4010 0 1 163 
$ 2 ` l : 4 1 pol Guillorme 2b 4010 0 0 28 
= dui RR UN os = m m 110 

louston 
Houston 003 004 000-7 142 

Los Angeles ooo 00 100-1 60 
Los Angeles oo 211 02-9 12 0 | SES 


One out when winning run scored. 

a-flied out for Tucker in the 9th. 

lan for Calhoun in the 7th. 

E-Dubón 2 (5). LOB—Houston 8, Los Angeles 8. 
2B—Bregman (12), J.Abreu (2), McCormick (4), Meyers 
(6), Pillar (4), O'Hoppe (8), Neto (14). HR—Altuve (10), 
off Strickland; O'Hoppe (8), off Hader. RBls—Altuve 3 
(25), Bregman (30), Pefia (24), J.Abreu (7), McCormick 
(9), Schanuel 2 (22), Moniak 2 (11), Calhoun (8), Neto 
(24), Stefanic (1), O'Hoppe 2 (28). SB—Meyers (5), Mo- 
niak (4), Rengifo 2 (17), O'Hoppe (1). CS—Moniak (1). 
SF—Schanuel 2. 


Houston IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA 
Verlander 574 4 0 3 1013.95 
Martinez, H, 3 2/301 00 2 15212 
Montero, H, 8 1310000 830 
B.Abreu, H, 14 100 01 1 26297 
Pressly, BS, 1-6 2/322 2 1 1 17540 
Hader, L, 3-4 2/322 2 0 1 15408 
Los Angeles IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA 
Sandoval 52/385 5 3 4 99523 
Strickland 1322 2 0 0 103.33 
Moore 12000 01851 
García 120001 9428 
Estévez, W, 1-3 10000 112405 


Inherited runners-scored—Montero 1-1, Hader 1-0, Strick- 
land 1-1. IBB—off Sandoval (Alvarez). HBP—Verlander 2 
(Pillar,Neto), Strickland (Bregman), B.Abreu (Rengifo). 
WP-—Pressly. 

Umpires—Home, John Tumpane; First, Nick Mahrley; Sec- 
ond, Jonathan Parra; Third, Hunter Wendelstedt. 
T-313. A—42,703 (45,517). 


a-singled for Tucker in the 9th. 
-ran for Calhoun in the 7th. 
LOB—Houston 6, Los Angeles 13. 
2B—Alvarez 2 (15). 
3B—McCormick (1). 

HR—Alvarez (13), off Anderson; Schanuel (7), off Mon- 
tero. 
RBls—Altuve (22), Meyers (25), Alvarez 2 (33), Diaz 
Dubón (21), Schanuel (20). 
SB—Adell (9), Altuve (9), Moniak (3), Rengifo (15). 
Runners left in scoring position—Houston 2 (McCormick, 
Diaz); Los Angeles 8 (Thaiss 2, Schanuel 2, Rengifo, Neto 
2, Guillorme). 

RISP—Houston 5 for 12; Los Angeles 0 for 7. 


33), 


Houston IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA 
Brown, W, 2-5 620 0 4 7 98558 
Montero 2/311 1 1 0 19308 
B.Abreu, H, 13 1300. 0 2 0 15306 
Pressly 120 00 2 2481 
Scott 1100 0 01717 
Los Angeles IP HR ER BB SO NP ERA 
Anderson, L, 5-6 674 4 1 3 90 263 
Cimber 10000111570 
loyce 1342 2 0 0 2013.50 


Fulmer 12/700 0 0 4 23 300 

inherited runners-scored—B.Abreu 1-0, Fulmer 2-0. 

HBP—Brown (Neto), Anderson (Alvarez). 

WP-—Pressly. 

Umpires—Home, Hunter Wendelstedt; First, John Tum- 

pane; Second, Nick Mahrley; Third, Jonathan Parra. 
—248. 


A~38,217 (45,517). 
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OLYMPICS 


G Fiume/Getty Images 
Caitlin Clark would have 
been the rare WNBA 
rookie on the U.S. team. 


Clark 
accepts 
missing 
Games 


By Doug Feinberg 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Caitlin Clark hopes to 
play for the U.S. Olympic 
team one day. It just won’t 
be in Paris next month. 

The Indiana Fever rook- 
ie confirmed on Sunday 
that she isn’t on the roster 
for this year’s Olympics. 

“T think it just gives you 
something to work for,” 
Clark told reporters after 
practice in Indianapolis. 
"Its a dream. Hopefully 
one day I can be there. I 
think it’s just a little more 
motivation. You remem- 
ber that. Hopefully when 
four years comes back 
around, I can be there." 

The next Summer 
Olympics are in Los Ange- 
les in 2028. 

Clark has averaged 16.8 
points, 5.3 rebounds and 
6.3 assists so far in her 
young professional career 
with the Fever. 

She wasn’t included on 
the U.S. roster that was 
provided to the Associated 
Press on Saturday by a 
person familiar with the 
team. The person spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because no official an- 
nouncement had been 
made. 

The roster includes Aja 
Wilson, Breanna Stewart 
and Diana Taurasi, who is 
going for a record sixth 
Olympic gold medal. 

"I'm excited for the girls 
that are on the team,” 
Clark said. “I know it’s the 
most competitive team in 
the world, and I know it 
could have gone either way 
of me being on the team or 
me not being on the team. 
I’m excited for them. Go- 
ing to be rooting them on 
to win gold. I was a kid 
that grew up watching the 
Olympics. It'll be fun to 
watch them.” 

The U.S. has won every 
gold medal in women’s 
basketball starting with 
the 1996 Atlanta Games. 

Clark said she received 
a phone call letting her 
know she wasn’t chosen 
for this year’s team. 

“They called me and let 
me know before every- 
thing came out, which was 
really respectful of them, 
and I appreciate that,” 
Clark said. “They did the 
same for every girl that 
made the team or every 
girl that didn’t make the 
team. There’s a lot of play- 
ers in the Olympic pool. It 
wasn’t like I was the only 
one they had to call. They 
had to make quite a few 
calls.” 

Beginning with her re- 
cord-breaking collegiate 
career at Iowa, Clark has 
brought millions of new 
fans to women's basket- 
ball. The U.S. has specific 
selection procedures in 
determining who is on the 
national team that include 
availability, position 
played and versatility. 

Based on her inclusion 
in the U.S. national team 
pool, Clark could be cho- 
sen as an alternate if one of 
the 12 players is injured 
and can't play. Anyone in 
the pool is eligible to be an 
alternate. 


NBA FINALS MAVERICKS 


Doncic an inspiration at home 


Star’s work ethic 
praised by those 
at his old school 


By Justin Spike 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


LJUBLJANA, Slovenia 
— The laughter of school- 
children at recess and bas- 
ketballs ringing on the 
pavement echoed through 
the quiet streets of a resi- 
dential district in Slovenia’s 
capital, the place where 
Dallas Mavericks superstar 
Luka Doncic got his start. 

The 25-year-old phenom 
has led his franchise to just 
its third appearance in the 
NBA Finals, where the 
Mavericks lost the opening 
game to the Boston Celtics 
despite 30 points from Don- 
cic. Game 2 was Sunday 
night. 

Doncic has already 
racked up a raft of acco- 
lades that have him on 
track to be one of the great- 
est Europeans — or anyone 
else — to play the game. 

But his road to a shot at 
an NBA championship 
started two decades and 
5,500 miles from the bright 
lights of Dallas at the Miran 
Jarc primary school in Lju- 
bljana, a city of around 
300,000 nestled in a green 
valley of the Slovenian 
Alps. 

“My first impression 
was that he was taller than 
all the guys at his age, and 
he really moved with the 
ball really great. You could 
feel that he’s really talent- 
ed,” said Rok Dezman, who 
coached Doncic at the 
school from the age of 6. 

Doncic’s precociousness 
on the court was evident 
from the first grade, Dez- 
man said, so he immediate- 
ly began competing with 
players several years older 
than him to even the play- 
ing field. 

But that age disparity 
meant that Doncic, today 
standing at 6-foot-7, didn’t 
always have a height advan- 
tage, leading him to focus 
on sinking shots from a dis- 
tance rather than measur- 
ing up against bigger play- 
ers under the rim. 

Still, Dezman said, Don- 
cic sought ways to outsmart 
his age and size disadvan- 
tage. 

“He took it as a challenge 
every time that he dealt 
with older guys,” Dezman 
said. “He was trying to find 


Adam Glanzman/Getty Images 


Mavericks star Luka Doncic has always been singularly focused on success, according to Rok Dezman, the 
Slovenian’s coach from his days at Miran Jarc primary school in his hometown of Ljubljana. 


Darko Bandic/Associated Press 


Ninth grader Aleksandar Drobnjak, who attends Doncic’s former school, says 
it’s “an honor and a pleasure” to attend the Dallas star’s alma mater. 


a way to finish also in the 
paint. The size didn’t mat- 
ter to him.” 

Hanging on a wall inside 
the school is a printed pho- 
to of Doncic with a quote at- 
tributed to him: “I never 
dreamed of success. I 
worked for it.” 

According to Uros Roz- 
man, Doncic’s gym teacher 
at Miran Jarc from fourth 
through seventh grade, that 
inspirational slogan truly 
reflects the single-minded- 
ness Doncic always dis- 
played for upping his game. 

“Talent is important, but 


when you grow up and play 
with adults, talent is not 
enough. You must work 
hard, and he was a hard 
worker in our school al- 
ready,” said Rozman, who 
today is the principal of the 
school. “The basketball 
was in his hands all the 
time.” 

Shortly after starting to 
play on his primary school 
team, Doncic joined the 
youth league of the Union 
Olimpija club in Ljubljana, 
where he continued to 
practice with players sever- 
al years his senior. Once he 


finished the seventh grade, 
he left his country and fam- 
ily to play for the youth 
academy of Real Madrid in 
Spain. 

Only five years later, he’d 
be drafted into the NBA. 

The reverberations of 
Doncic’s success are felt by 
all the students at Miran 
Jarc, said Aleksandar 
Drobnjak, a ninth grader at 
the school who plays for the 
same youth team, Olimpija, 
that Doncic did as a young- 
ster. 

Drobnjak said attending 
Doncic’s alma mater is “an 


RESULTS/ 
SCHEDULE 


No. 1 Boston 1, No. 5 Dallas 0 


Game 1: Boston 107, Dallas 89 

Game 2: at Boston, late 

Game 3: at Dallas, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday (ABC) 
Game 4: at Dallas, 7:30 p.m. Friday (ABC) 
Game 5*: at Boston, 7:30 p.m. June 17 (ABC) 
Game 6*: at Dallas, 7:30 p.m. June 20 (ABC) 
Game 7*: at Boston, 7:30 p.m. June 23 (ABC) 
*/f necessary 


honor and a pleasure" and 
that he and other students 
have taken inspiration 
from his work ethic. 

"Every single pupil at 
this school knows Luka 
Doncic went to our school 
and now is a world famous 
basketball star,” he said. “If 
we can do the same thing as 
him, we can be famous like 
him. With hard work, with 
focus, with listening, with 
honor.” 

On the court, Doncic dis- 
plays a swagger and confi- 
dence not typical of most 
European players, and heis 
known for venting his emo- 
tions during games to both 
officials and opponents. 

According to Dezman, 
Doncic’s first coach, it’s a 
competitiveness that he’s 
showed since his earliest 
days in the gym at his pri- 
mary school in Ljubljana. 

"He's stayed the same 
guy. The main thing with 
Luka is that he lives basket- 
ball,” Dezman said. “He’s a 
born winner. He has to 
win.” 


STANLEY CUP FINAL 


Panthers wary of dangerous 


By Tim Reynolds 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


FORT LAUDERDALE, 
Fla. — Up 1-0 in Round 1 
against Tampa Bay, the 
Florida Panthers said they 
had to get better. Down 1-0 
in Round 2 against Boston, 
they said it again. Up 1-0 in 
the Eastern Conference Fi- 
nal against the New York 
Rangers, same thing. 

And now, leading the 
Stanley Cup Final 1-0 over 
the Edmonton Oilers go- 
ing into Game 2 on Mon- 
day night, nothing has 
changed. 

There will be no relax- 
ing, the Panthers — 3-0 
winners in the Cup opener 
— insisted on Sunday. No 
change of approach, no 
sense of accomplishment, 
nothing but an effort to be 
even sharper in Game 2 
against an Oilers team that 
outshot them by a ton in 
Game 1 and rarely gets 
shut down offensively in 
back-to-back games. 

"What can you learn 
from the game is the most 
important thing,”  Pan- 
thers coach Paul Maurice 
said. “Where can you get 
better? You want to tem- 
per all of that when you sit 
down and watch your vid- 
eo because the other team 
gets paid, too. That's some 
pretty good players over 
there." 

Those 


players over 


there — led by Connor 
McDavid and Leon Drai- 
saitl — liked much of what 
they brought in Game 1. 

They just couldn't beat 
Sergei Bobrovsky, the 
Florida goalie who is abso- 
lutely dialed in right now. 
Hes got a 124 goals- 
against average and a .953 
save percentage in his last 
four games, plus has yield- 
ed two goals or less in 11 of 
his last 12 contests. 

The video confirmed 
what the Oilers knew: In 
Game 1, they created great 
chances. 

"There's no panic in our 


— = 
— 


David Santiago/Tribune News Service 
Goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky was brilliant in the Panthers' 3-0 victory in Game 
1, stopping 32 shots, including one by Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. 


room right now," Oilers 
forward Connor Brown 
said. 

With good reason, too. 
It doesn't take a genius to 
realize that Edmonton is 
going to have a certain re- 
solve on Monday night, 
not just for losing Game 1 
of a Cup final — but after 
getting shut out as well. 
The Oilers are 3-0-0 this 
season in the game imme- 
diately following a shutout 
loss, outscoring teams 19-8 
in those games. Add in last 
year and they're 5-0-0 after 
a shutout with a scoring 
margin of 29-14. 


And so far in these play- 
offs, Edmonton has had a 
bounceback ability. The 
Oilers are 5-1 in this post- 
season after a loss, out- 
scoring teams in those 
games 26-14. 

“I think it's been a great 
trait of ours throughout 
the whole season, our abil- 
ity to bounce back, even 
period to period some- 
times,” Oilers forward 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
said. “Of course, you’re go- 
ing to go through tough 
stretches through the sea- 
son, and it’s how you re- 
spond to that. Even 


Oilers 


RESULTS/ 
SCHEDULE 


Florida 1, Edmonton 0 

Game 1: Florida 3, Edmonton 0 

Game 2: at Florida, 7 p.m. Monday (ABC) 
Game 3: at Edmonton, 7 p.m. Thursday (ABC) 
Game 4: at Edmonton, 7 p.m. Saturday (ABC) 
Game 5*: at Florida, 7 p.m. June 18 (ABC) 
Game 6*: at Edmonton, 7 p.m. June 21 (ABC) 
Game 7*: at Florida, 7 p.m. June 24 (ABC) 

*/f necessary 


through the playoffs, 
we've been able to do that. 
So, we should take that 
confidence." 

If all those numbers 
didn’t seem impressive 
enough, try this one: The 
Oilers have managed one 
goal or less on 13 occasions 
this season, including Sat- 
urday night. In the game 
following such an outing, 
the Oilers are averaging 
4.9 goals — 6.0 goals in 
their last eight such 
games. 

In short, some goals are 
almost certainly coming 
from the West champs. 
But while the Panthers 
would be wise to brace for 
that, it’s also the Oilers 
whoare saying they expect 
to see more from their op- 
ponent in Game 2 as well. 

“That was a game where 
I don’t think it was their 
best and they’re just going 
to be better,” Oilers coach 
Kris Knoblauch said. “You 
look at how well they’ve 
played throughout these 
playoffs. I feel we'll see 
more from them.” 
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CRICKET 


India outduel 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WESTBURY, NY. — In- 
dia successfully defended 
a small total to beat rival 
Pakistan by six runs in a 
low-scoring cricket thrill- 
er on Sunday and stay per- 


fect at the MTwenty20 
World Cup. 
After being shocked by 


the co-host U.S. in the Su- 
per Over at Dallas on 
Thursday, Pakistan recov- 
ered well to dismiss India 
for 119 in 19 overs on anoth- 
er tricky wicket at Long Is- 
land’s Nassau County In- 
ternational Cricket Stadi- 
um. Rain had delayed the 
start by around 50 min- 
utes. 

In its chase, Pakistan 
stuttered to 13-7 in 20 
overs against a menacing 
pace attack led by Jasprit 
Bumrah with match-win- 
ning figures of 3-14 in four 
overs and Hardik Pandya 
chipping away with 2-24 
as India finished strongly. 

“We were looking at 140, 
but nevertheless the bowl- 
ers did the job," India 


skipper Rohit Sharma 
said. 
“At the halfway stage we 


got together and said if 
things can happen to us, 


they can happen to them 
too. .. Bumrah is going 
from strength to strength. 
I'm not going to talk too 
much about him, we want 
him to be in that kind of 
mindset till the end of this 
World Cup, he's a genius 
with the ball." 

Pakistan appeared to be 
cruising at 80-3 in 14 overs, 
but Bumrah then had Pa- 
kistan top-scorer Moham- 
mad Rizwan clean bowled 
for 31 and Iftikhar Ahmed 
holed out in the deep off 
the last ball of a terrific 
spell. Pakistan middle-or- 
der batters were squeezed 
so much in the death overs 
that it could hit only two 
boundaries offthe final six 
overs. 

Needing 18 off the final 
over, Naseem Shah (10 not 
out) smashed Arshdeep 
Singh for two boundaries 
before he left the field with 
tears in his eyes and was 
consoled by his batting 
partner Shaheen Shah 
Afridi as Pakistan lost its 
second successive Group 
A game. 

India beat Ireland by 
eight wickets in its open- 
ing game at the same 
ground and leads the 
group that also features 


s Pakistan in Worl 
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Adam Hunger/Associated Press 


Jasprit Bumrah helped India stay undefeated at the Twenty2o World Cup 
thanks to a six-run victory over Pakistan on Sunday. 


Canada. India and the U.S. 
have four points — India is 
top with a better net-run 
rate. 

After two successive 
losses, Pakistan needs to 
win its remaining two 
games against Canada and 
Ireland and also hope re- 
sults of other group games 
go in its favor to progress 
to the second stage of the 
tournament. Two teams 


advance from the group. 

“We played too many 
dot balls, and the pressure 
was on us,” Pakistan cap- 
tain Babar Azam said. 
“You can’t expect too 
much from tailenders. We 
were not up to the mark in 
the first six overs, we had 
targeted 40-45 runs, but 
we couldn't capitalize 
properly." 

Earlier, India's batting 


lineup crumbled against 
Shah and Haris Rauf, who 
both finished with 3-21, 
while Mohammad Amir, 
who came out of retire- 
ment for the World Cup, 
grabbed 2-23. 

Amir had cautioned it 
wouldn't be easy for his 
team's batters at what has 
so far been a low-scoring 
T20 tournament ground. 

“I think we did well as a 


d Cup 


bowling unit, but this is a 
decent total on this track,” 
Amir said during the in- 
nings break. ^We need to 
bat well and sensibly. It's a 
bit tricky. We need to start 
well and finish well." 

Rishabh Pant, who got 
dropped twice in top-scor- 
ing with 42 off 31, was one 
of only three India batters 
to cross the double-figure 
mark, along with Axar Pa- 
tel (20) and Sharma (13). 

Patel and Pant shared 
the best partnership of the 
innings with 39 runs for 
the third wicket before the 
middle-order struggled. 

India batting great Virat 
Kohli lasted just three 
balls. He struck a bound- 
ary off Shah's first ball be- 
fore he mistimed another 
big drive off the fast bowl- 
er and was caught in the 
covers. 

Tricky drop-in pitches 
with variable bounce at 
the purpose-built 34,000 
capacity stadium have 
been in focus since the 
tournament began. 

The ICC had to revisit 
the square of four drop-in 
pitches after the first two 
games, but the pitches 
have given little respite to 
the batters so far. 


Mexico's Julian Quinonez, right, scores against Brazil goalkeeper Allison Becker, left, as the teams put on a 
high-scoring show Saturday night for the crowd at Kyle Field, with Brazil winning 3-2. 


KYLE 


From page Bl 


prevailed 3-2 in the match 
attended by 85,249 fans, 
the third-largest crowd in 
MexTour history and 
largest ever in Texas. But 
the game was so much 
more than that for Bryan- 
College Station and Braz- 
os County, based on the 
history involved (and 
beer consumed on a hot 
summer night). 

“It was so hot in here, 
but we tried to give our 
best," said Brazil forward 
Gabriel Martinelli, who 
also competes for the Pre- 
mier League's Arsenal. 
“It was an amazing expe- 
rience, and I think we de- 
served the result as well." 

Prior to the spirited 
match that featured two 
goals in stoppage time, 
former A&M student Fe- 
lipe Quevedo enjoyed the 
festivities in and around a 
large tent pitched be- 
tween Reed Arena and 
Kyle Field. 

"It's a party!" Quevedo 
said in holding his arms 
wide toward the hun- 
dreds of fans enjoying 
that particular tailgate 
about an hour before the 
match. *I had to come 
back to campus to cele- 
brate my nationality and 
our favorite sport. It was 
a no-brainer." 

Quevedo's best friend, 
former University of 
Houston student Edgar 
Cruz, said he was looking 
forward to attending a 
match in a stadium the 
size of 102,733-seat Kyle 
Field. 

“First time Mexico has 
ever played in College 
Station,” said Cruz, 


= 
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Mexico's Edson Alvarez, left, and Brazil's Andreas Pereira vie for possession in 
a friendly match that was heated, and not just because of Saturday's weather. 


glancing toward Kyle 
Field. “It’s great to have 
them here." 

In the week prior to the 
match, new A&M presi- 
dent Mark Welsh said the 
university was testing the 
waters on such an event 
to see if A&M will do it 
again, perhaps as soon as 
next year. Kyle Field also 
is hosting a George Strait 
concert on Saturday, and 
that festivity is down to 
standing-room-only tick- 
ets in the largest stadium 
in the state and the 
Southeastern Confer- 
ence. 

"Tm fired up about 
both those events, and the 
other thing I'm fired up 
about is it gives us a 
chance to look at a differ- 
ent way of creating a reve- 
nue stream and if it's 
something we want to do 
again," Welsh said. *We 
don’t know that; this is 


our opportunity to find 
out. Can we do these 
events and make some ex- 
tra money that would 
benefit us, or are these 
things we don't want to 
get involved in? 

“We haven't tried it be- 
fore, so we'll see." 

New A&M athletic di- 
rector Trev Alberts has 
described A&M’s willing- 
ness to hold such events 
in its massive half-bil- 
lion-dollar venue as a 
“shifting mindset.” 

“Across all of college 
athletics, especially in 
college football, most of 
the time you’ve got an in- 
credible asset sitting 
there, empty other than 
seven Saturdays a fall," 
Alberts said. "All of us in 
athletics are trying to 
think about, how do we 
activate these spaces? ... 
You have to shift your 
mindset away from just 


doing athletic depart- 
ment events in a really 
iconic space. 

“Let’s be honest: This is 
Kyle Field, and you have 
to be a little bit careful on 
what you want to do. ... 
But I don’t think (moving 
forward) this is going to 
be outside the norm — 
not just here but in the 
rest of college athletics.” 

Mexico coach Jaime 
Lozano said afterward he 
was appreciative of Col- 
lege Station and A&M's 
willingness to host an in- 
ternational friendly as 
the teams prepare for the 
2024 CONMEBOL Copa 
America tournament 
played in the United 
States starting June 20. 

"(This was a good 
show with a lot of goals,” 
Lozano said. “We’re very 
thankful to the fans, and 
we're very thankful to the 
city." 


AROUND SPORTS 


STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 


SONOMA, Calif. — 
Kyle Larson celebrated 
NASCAR approving his 
participation in the play- 
offs with his third Cup 
victory of the season — a 
Sunday win at his home 
track. 

The victory for Larson, 
who grew up 80 miles 
away from Sonoma Race- 
way in Elk Grove, was his 
second on the rolling road 
course in picturesque wine 
country. It is the fifth win 
on a road course for 
NASCARS' 2021 Cup 
champion and moved him 
to the top of the current 
series standings. 

Despite his early season 
dominance, it took until 
Tuesday of this week for 
NASCAR to grant Larson 
the waiver he needed to 
compete in this year's 
playoffs because he missed 
the Coca-Cola 600 last 
month. Larson was trying 
to run the Indianapolis 
500 and NASCAR' lon- 
gest race on the same day, 
but rain in both Indiana 
and North Carolina ruined 
the attempt. 

Larson led 19 of the 110 
laps and passed defending 
race winner Martin 
Truex Jr. with eight laps 
remaining to uphold the 
win in his No. 5 Chevrolet. 

Truex was going to 
finish second in a Toyota 
for Joe Gibbs Racing but 
ran out of gas before he 
reached the finish line and 
was scored 27th. 

That gave second to 
Michael McDowell in a 
Ford for Front Row Motor- 
sports. Chris Buescher 
was third in a Ford for 
RFK Racing. 

Verstappen repeats in 
Canada: Max Verstap- 
pen won the Canadian 
Grand Prix for the third 
straight year Sunday at 
Montreal for the Red Bull 
star's 60th Formula 1 victo- 
ry and sixth in nine races 
this season. 

Verstappen finished 
3.879 seconds ahead of 
McLaren's Lando Norris 
in the 70-lap race on the 
2.71-mile road course. 

Mercedes took the next 
two spots, with pole-sitter 
George Russell third and 
seven-time Montreal win- 
ner Lewis Hamilton 
fourth. 

Power leads Penske 
sweep: Will Power ended 
a two-year victory drought 
by leading Team Penske's 
domination at Road Amer- 
ica on Sunday at Elkhart 
Lake, Wis. 


Larson grabs 
win at Sonoma 


Power hadn't won an 
IndyCar race since the 
Detroit Grand Prix on 
June 5, 2022. 

Indy 500 winner Josef 
Newgarden finished 
second and Scott 
McLaughlin was third to 
give Team Penske a sweep 
of the podium — its first 
since 2017. 


BASKETBALL 
Maravich's son 
dies at age 42 


Former LSU player 
Josh Maravich, son of late 
Hall of Fame basketball 
player Pete Maravich, 
has died at age 42, the 
university said Saturday. 
No cause of death has been 
released. 

Josh Maravich was a 
reserve for LSU in the 
early 2000s. 

His father died in 1988, 
at age 40, from a heart 
condition that had gone 
undetected. 

Hall of Famer Walker 
dies: Chet “the Jet” 
Walker, a seven-time 
All-Star forward who 
helped the Philadelphia 
76ers win the 1967 NBA 
title and later starred for 
the Chicago Bulls, has 
died. He was 84. 

Walker had career aver- 
ages of 18.2 points and 71 
rebounds. He was in- 
ducted into the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame in 
2012. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
SaberCats win 
seventh in row 


Houston posted a sec- 
ond-half shutout for the 
second consecutive week 
in a 29-12 victory over RFC 
Los Angeles in Major 
League Rugby on Saturday 
night at SaberCats Stadi- 
um. The SaberCats im- 
proved to 12-1 with their 
seventh straight victory, 
maintaining the best re- 
cord in MLR. 

Giants’ Waller retires: 
New York Giants tight end 
Darren Waller, 31, an- 
nounced his retirement 
from playing football on 
Sunday. In a nearly 18- 
minute video posted on his 
YouTube channel, Waller 
detailed a “very scary” 
medical situation last 
November that him hospi- 
talized and later re-evalu- 
ating his football career. 

FC Dallas fires coach: 
FC Dallas dismissed coach 
Nico Estevez, who was in 
his third season with the 
team. Dallas has gone 3-8-5 
this season. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


Saturday’s results 


American League 


National League 


37) John H. Nemechek, Toyota, 109, 8. 
'6) William Byron, Chevrolet, 108, 7. 

24) Will Brown, Chevrolet, 107, 6. 

32) Josh Berry, Ford, suspension, 95, 5. 
27) Justin Haley, Ford, garage, 88, 4. 


MLB AT A GLANCE SCOREBOARD 
AMERICAN LEAGUE Odds _ 
East Division W L Pt GB WCGB LIO Str Home Away mE S 
New York 45 21 6822  — = B2 L2 2110 2411 | Mondy 
Baltimore 42 22 .656 2 #8% 73 W3 21-12 21-10 | American League 
Boston 33 33 .500 12 1% 5-5 W-1 14-18 19-15 | FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE 
Baltimore -164 at TAMPA BAY +138 
Toronto 32 33 492 12% 2 6-4 WI 16-15 16-18 | ee -164 at TAMPA BAY Ra 
Tampa Bay 3134 .477 13% 3 55 L3 1721 14-13 | SEATTLE -230 Chicago White Sox *190 
Central Division W L Pe GB WCGB LIO Str Home Away | !nterleague 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE 
Cleveland 42 22 656  — - 64 W-2 21-8 21-14 | MESA 25 Cono pn 
Kansas City 39 27 591 4 +4 55 LI 2411 15-16 | Tonto -112 at MILWAUKEE E 
Minnesota 34 31 93 82 = 46 Wl 13 18-18 | NDEs 220 oand o 2» 
Detroit 32 33 492 10% 2 55 W-l 1517 17-16 | NHL 
Chicago 17 49 258 26 17% 28 Ll 1223 526 | Monday 
West Division W L Pet GB WCGB LIO Str Home Away | FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG on 
Seattle 37 30 5522 — — 64 W-l 211 1619 
Texas 33 47 5 3 55 W1 1617 151! | Auto racing 
Houston 30 36 455 6% 4% 64 Ll 17-18 13-18 | NASCAR 
Oakland 26 41 .388 1l 9 37 L2 1520 1121 | CupSeries Save Mart 350 
Los Angeles 25 40 .385 1l 9 46 Wl 1123 1417 | $mhivsme 
on 
Sonoma, Calif. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE Lp nite 1 00s 
East Division W L Pet GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away TOR ee T "€ 
Philadelphia 45 20 602  — — 73 Ll 2710 1810 | i2 WkeMbDowelFod 00,40. 
3. (26) Chris Buescher, Ford, 110, 44. 
Atlanta 35 28 .556 — 9 449 46 L3 1912 1816 | Z0 a ere ID AL 
Washington 30 35 462 15 1% 46 W3 1317 17-18 | 5(ResGesan Chewolet, 10, 36. 
New York 28 36 438 16% 3 64 W B2 tee | eee SA 
iami T * E T 8. (2) Tyler Reddick, Toyota, 110, 39. 
Miami 22 43 .38 23 9% 37 L2 1225 10-18 | & Cn Bt 
ivici 10. (14) Todd Gilliland, Ford, 110, 31. 
Central Division W L Pct GB WCGB LIO Str Home Away 1 (17) Corey Laloie, Chevrolet, 110, 28. 
Milwaukee 38 27 .585 - — 64 L1 1810 20-07 | 12. (29) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 110, 32. 
Chicago 323 485 6k — 46 WA 1813 1421 | L6 nid Suis roe D 25. 
inci i = is z E = 15. (8) Alex B , Ch t, 110, 28. 
Cincinnati 32 34 485 6% BI I 1718 -15-16 | 1 (8) Ai Boian, ca 10 2 
St. Louis 31 33 .484 6% — 46 W-1 15-14 16-19 | 17. (13) Carson Hocevar, Chevrolet, 110, 20. 
Pittsburgh 3 3 4 T7 h 64 LL 1017 1547 mee mon ane 
West Division W L P GB WCGB LIO Stt Home Away | 2o snos rod 1D iB 
Los Angeles 4 25 61 — = 73 W3 21-12 2913 | 22. (8) Austn Gindic, Fors, 10, 15. 
San Diego 34 35 493 8% +% 46 L1 15-21 19-14 | 24, (33) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Chevrolet, 110, 13. 
i = E E B y 25. (22) Harrison Burton, Ford, 110, 13. 
San Francisco 32 34 485 9 EI qu dd 3890 | f rete 
Arizona 31 35 .470 10 1 64 W-l 15-16 16-19 A z Marin True ie Toya a nB, 
Colorado 23 42 .354 17% 8% 37 Ll 13-17 10-25 | 29 (37) inh Nemechek, Toyota, 109, 
30. 
3l. 
3 
33. 
34. 


Houston 6, Angels 1 
Kansas City 8, Seattle 4 
Toronto 7, Oakland 0 
Pittsburgh 4, Minnesota 0 
San Francisco 3, Texas 1 
Baltimore 5, Tampa Bay 0 
White Sox 6, Boston 1 
Milwaukee 5, Detroit 4 
Cleveland 8, Miami 0 
Dodgers 11, Yankees 3 


Philadelphia 7, Mets 2 
Washington 7, Atlanta 3 
Pittsburgh 4, Minnesota 0 
San Francisco 3, Texas 1 
Cincinnati 4, Cubs 3 
Colorado 6, St. Louis 5 
Milwaukee 5, Detroit 4 
Cleveland 8, Miami 0 
Dodgers 11, Yankees 3 
San Diego 13, Arizona 1 


Sunday’s results 


American League 

Angels 9, Houston 7 

Texas 7, San Francisco 2 
Detroit 10, Milwaukee 2 
Cleveland 6, Miami 3 
Baltimore 9, Tampa Bay 2 
Minnesota 11, Pittsburgh 5 (10) 
Seattle 6, Kansas City 5 (10) 
Boston 6, White Sox 4 (10) 
Toronto 6, Oakland 4 (10) 
Dodgers at Yankees, late 


National League 

Mets 6, Philadelphia 5 
Texas 7, San Francisco 2 
Detroit 10, Milwaukee 2 
Cleveland 6, Miami 3 
Washington 8, Atlanta 5 
Cubs 4, Cincinnati 2 

St. Louis 5, Colorado 1 
Minnesota 11, Pittsburgh 5 (10) 
Arizona 9, San Diego 3 
Dodgers at Yankees, late 


Monday’s games 


American League 


Baltimore (Burnes 6-2) at Tampa Bay (Pepiot 4-2), 5:50 p.m. 
Colorado (Hudson 2-7) at Minnesota (Paddack 4-3), 6:40 p.m. 
Yankees (Rodón 8-2) at Kansas City (Lugo 9-1), 7:10 p.m. 

Toronto (Berrios 5-4) at Milwaukee (Rea 4-2), 7:10 p.m. 

White Sox (Fedde 4-1) at Seattle (Gilbert 3-4), 8:40 p.m. 

Oakland (Estes 2-1) at San Diego (Cease 5-5), 8:40 p.m. 

Houston (Arrighetti 3-5) at San Francisco (Harrison 4-3), 8:45 p.m. 


National League 


Colorado (Hudson 2-7) at Minnesota (Paddack 4-3), 6:40 p.m. 
Toronto (Berrios 5-4) at Milwaukee (Rea 4-2), 7:10 p.m. 

Oakland (Estes 2-1) at San Diego (Cease 5-5), 8:40 p.m. 

Houston (Arrighetti 3-5) at San Francisco (Harrison 4-3), 8:45 p.m. 


MLB NOTEBOOK 


COHEN SAYS FANS ‘HAVE 
BEEN THROUGH WORSE" 


New York Mets owner 
Steve Cohen says his team 
can still turn around its 
season and fans “have 
been through worse." 

Cohen praised his front 
office and manager Carlos 
Mendoza during a news 
conference before Sun- 
day's final of the two-game 
London Series, a day after 
Philadelphia won the 
opener 7-2. 

The Mets entered Sun- 
day's game against their 
NL East rival nine games 
under .500, just over seven 
weeks from the trade 
deadline. 

Cohen, who bought the 
team ahead of the 2021 
season, interacted with 
fans during the London 
trip. 

"They came over here 
because they love the 
Mets, they care about the 
Mets," said Cohen, wear- 
ing a Mets cap and blue 
vest. "They're in good 
spirits. I was hanging out 
with them in the pub. We 
were having a blast. The 
fans have been through 
worse. We're trying to 
break that history. They're 
great and they're certainly 
going to be there for the 
team." 


SCHERZER, COLE REHAB 

Rangers pitcher Max 
Scherzer and Yankees ace 
Gerrit Cole both took steps 
to their returns on Sunday. 

Cole pitched 4 2/5 in- 
nings of one-run ball in his 
second start for Double-A 
Somerset, another step 
toward returning to the 
New York Yankees' rota- 
tion. 

Scherzer struck out five 
while retiring 12 of the 14 
batters he faced in his 
long-delayed second rehab 
start for Triple-A Round 


Rock since offseason sur- 
gery for a herniated disk in 
his lower back. 


SOTO OUT AGAIN 

Yankees star Juan Soto 
was out of the starting 
lineup for the third 
straight game when New 
York played its series fina- 
le against the Los Angeles 
Dodgers but could return 
for a series opener at Kan- 
sas City on Monday night. 

Soto is being treated for 
left forearm inflammation. 
He missed the opening 
two games of the weekend 
set. 


PROSPECT TO MAKE DEBUT 

The Chicago White Sox 
plan to bring up right- 
hander Drew Thorpe from 
Double-A Birmingham to 
make his major league 
debut Tuesday night at 
Seattle. 

Thorpe was acquired 
from San Diego in the 
Dylan Cease trade in 
March. He is 7-1 with a 1.35 
ERA in 1 starts with Bir- 
mingham. He has 56 
strikeouts and 17 walks in 
60 innings. 


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS 

Julio Rodríguez hit a 
tiebreaking single in the 
10th inning, Cal Raleigh 
added a two-run single 
and Seattle held off Kansas 
City. ... Catcher Luis Tor- 
rens turned Nick Castella- 
nos' bases-loaded slow 
roller in front of the plate 
into a game-ending double 
play and the Mets hung on 
to beat Philadelphia. ... 
Marcus Semien retaliated 
from a pitch to the head 
with a two-run homer, 
Adolis García stole home 
and Texas Rangers avoid- 
ed being swept by San 
Francisco. 


Wire reports 


23) Chase Briscoe, Ford, transmission, 73, 3. 
35. (31) Cam Waters, Ford, accident, 66, 2. 

36. (16) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, dvp, 39, 1. 

37. (10) Ty Gibbs, Toyota, dvp, 16, 1. 

38. (25) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, engine, 2, 1. 


Fl 
Canadian Grand Prix 


Sunday’s race 

At Circuit Gilles Villeneuve 

Montreal 

Lap length: 4.00 kilometers 

(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (2) Max Verstappen, Netherlands, Red Bull Racing, 70 
laps, 1:45:47.927, 25 points. 

2. (3) Lando Norris, Great Britain, McLaren, 70, +3.879 
seconds, 18. 

3. (1) George Russell, Great Britain, Mercedes, 70, 
*4.317, 15. 

4. (7) Lewis Hamilton, Great Britain, Mercedes, 70, 
*4.915, 13. 

5. (4) Oscar Piastri, Australia, McLaren, 70, +10.199, 10. 
6. (6) Femando Alonso, Spain, Aston Martin, 70, 
*17.510, 8. 

7. (9) Lance Stroll, Canada, Aston Martin, 70, +23.625, 
6. 

8. (5) Daniel Ricciardo, Australia, Racing Bulls, 70, 
*28.672, 4. 

9. (15) Pierre Gasly, France, Alpine, 70, +30.021, 2. 

10. (18) Esteban Ocon, France, Alpine, 70, *30.313, 1. 
11. (17) Nico Hulkenberg, Germany, Haas, 70, * 30.824, 
0. 

12. (14) Kevin Magnussen, Denmark, Haas, 70, *31.253, 
0. 

13. (19) Valtteri Bottas, Finland, KICK Sauber, 70, 
+40.487, 0. 

14. (8) Yuki Tsunoda, Japan, Racing Bulls, 70, +52.694, 
0. 

15. (20) Guanyu Zhou, China, KICK Sauber, 69, +1 lap, 0. 
16. (12) Carlos Sainz Jr, Spain, Ferrari, did not finish, 52, 0. 
17. (10) Alexander Albon, Thailand, Williams, did not fin- 
ish, 52, 0. 

18. (16) Sergio Perez, Mexico, Red Bull Racing, did not 
finish, 51, 0. 


ON THE AIR 

Television 

MLB Baltimore at Tampa Bay FS1 5:30 p.m. 

MLB Chicago White Sox at Seattle MLB 8:30 p.m. 

MLB Astros at San Francisco SCHN 8:30 p.m. 

NCAA baseball Super regional: TBD TBD 
Oregon St. at Kentucky* 

NCAA baseball Super regional: TBD TBD 
North Carolina St. at Georgia 

NCAA baseball Super regional: TBD TBD 
Oregon at Texas A&M* 

NHL Stanley Cup Final: ABC 7p.m. 
Edmonton at Florida (Game 2) 

Soccer Czech Republic FS2 10:50 a.m. 
vs. North Macedonia 

Soccer Iceland vs. Netherlands FS2 1:30 p.m. 

Soccer The Tournament: Final ESPNN 7:30 p.m. 

Soccer (w) The Tournament: Final ESPNU 6 p.m. 

Softball Athletes Unlimited ESPNN 5 p.m. 

ESPNU 7:30 p. 

Tennis ATP-WTA: Rosmalen Grass Court Tennis 4a.m. 

Tennis ATP: Stuttgart Open Tennis 4 a.m. 

Tennis WTA: Nottingham Open Tennis 4 a.m. 

WNBA Indiana at Connecticut NBA 6 p.m. 

* if necessary 

Radio 

MLB Astros at San Francisco 740 AM, 790 AM 8:30 p.m. 


In Spanish 


93.3 FM, 1010 AM 


Lively, Cleveland, 6-2; L.Allen, Cleveland, 6-3; Bello, Bos- 
ton, 6-3. 

ERA: Gil, New York, 1.82; Houck, Boston, 1.91; Skubal, 
Detroit, 1.92; Lugo, Kansas City, 2.13; Burnes, Baltimore, 
2.26; T.Anderson, Los Angeles, 2.63; Singer, Kansas City, 
2.76; Berrios, Toronto, 2.80; Stroman, New York, 3.04; 
Ragans, Kansas City, 3.08; Rodón, New York, 3.08. 
STRIKEOUTS: Crochet, Chicago, 103; Ragans, Kansas 
City, 98; Skubal, Detroit, 96; Flaherty, Detroit, 94; L.Cas- 
tillo, Seattle, 85; Gil, New York, 85; Ryan, Minnesota, 85; 
Houck, Boston, 84; Lopez, Minnesota, 79; Cortes, New 
York, 78; Kirby, Seattle, 78. 


National League 
Through June 8 
BATTING 

G AB R H BA 
Arraez, SD 65 275 40 91 31 
Profar, SD 69 234 38 76 .325 
Ozuna, ATL 63 234 30 73 312 
Ohtani, LAD 63 25 46 79 3 
Betts, LAD 65 257 48 80 31 
Contreras, MIL 64 259 49 80 .309 
Winn, STL 58 193 22 59 .306 
Turang, MIL 61 200 30 64 .306 
Díaz, COL 54 197 20 60 .30 
Tovar, COL 64 269 35 79 94 


RUNS: Willi.Contreras, Milwaukee, 49; Betts, Los Ange- 
les, 48; Ohtani, Los Angeles, 46; Schwarber, Philadelphia, 
45; Tatis, San Diego, 45; K.Marte, Arizona, 43; M.Chap- 
man, San Francisco, 41; E.De La Cruz, Cincinnati, 41; Ar- 
raez, San Diego, 40; Freeman, Los Angeles, 40. 

RBI: Ozuna, Atlanta, 55; Bohm, Philadelphia, 51; T.Her- 
nández, Los Angeles, 47; Willi.Contreras, Milwaukee, 46; 
Harper, Philadelphia, 45; Cronenworth, San Diego, 44; 
Profar, San Diego, 43; Adames, Milwaukee, 43; C. Walker, 
Arizona, 41; Ohtani, Los Angeles, 41. 

HITS: Arraez, San Diego, 91; Betts, Los Angeles, 80; Willi- 
Contreras, Milwaukee, 80; Ohtani, Los Angeles, 79; To- 
var, Colorado, 79; Profar, San Diego, 76; Tatis, San Diego, 
76; Ozuna, Atlanta, 73; K.Marte, Arizona, 72; Bohm, Phil- 
adelphia, 71; Freeman, Los Angeles, 71. 

HOME RUNS: Ozuna, Atlanta, 18; Harper, Philadelphia, 
15; T. Hernández, Los Angeles, 15; Ohtani, Los Angeles, 15; 
Gorman, St. Louis, 14; Alonso, New York, 14; K.Marte, 
Arizona, 13; Morel, Chicago, 12; C.Walker, Arizona, 12; Ta- 
tis, San Diego, 12. 

STOLEN BASES: E.De La Cruz, Cincinnati, 34; Turang, 
Milwaukee, 23; Stott, Philadelphia, 18; Doyle, Colorado, 
17; J.Young, Washington, 17; Acufia, Atlanta, 16; L.Tho- 
mas, Washington, 15; Ohtani, Los Angeles, 14; J.Rojas, 
Philadelphia, 14; Kim, San Diego, 13. 

PITCHING: R. Suarez, Philadelphia, 10-1; Nola, Philadel- 
phia, 8-2; Sale, Atlanta, 8-2; Keller, Pittsburgh, 8-3; 
Stone, Los Angeles, 7-2; Wheeler, Philadelphia, 7-3; 
S.Gray, St. Louis, 7-4; Neris, Chicago, 6-0; Imanaga, Chi- 
cago, 6-1; Koenig, Milwaukee, 6-1. 

ERA: R.Suárez, Philadelphia, 1.81; R.Lopez, Atlanta, 
1.85; Imanaga, Chicago, 1.96; Wheeler, Philadelphia, 
2.23; C.Sánchez, Philadelphia, 2.71; Assad, Chicago, 
2.74; Nola, Philadelphia, 2.78; Hicks, San Francisco, 2.82; 
Webb, San Francisco, 2.92; Fried, Atlanta, 2.93; Glasnow, 
Los Angeles, 2.93; Stone, Los Angeles, 2.93. 
STRIKEOUTS: Glasnow, Los Angeles, 104; Cease, San 
Diego, 93; F.Peralta, Milwaukee, 92; Sale, Atlanta, 92; 
Wheeler, Philadelphia, 91; R.Suárez, Philadelphia, 85; 
Greene, Cincinnati, 84; M.King, San Diego, 83; Yamamo- 
to, Los Angeles, 83; S.Gray, St. Louis, 82. 


19. (11) Charles Leclerc, Monaco, Ferrari, did not finish, Basketball 
40, 0. 
20. (13) Logan Sargeant, USA, Williams, did not finish, WNBA 
23, 0. EASTERN w L Pct GB 
Connecticut 9 1 .900 Vh 
New York AN 2 846 = 
Baseball Atlanta 5 4 5 4 
M net Chicago 4 6 4 5% 
Triple-A Pacific Coast League Indiana 3 9 2 75 
ae id M 5 je GB | washington 0 2 œ% 10V 
ugar Land (Houston i - 
Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers) 36 26 581 4 | WESTERN Win SEE (0B 
Round Rock (Texas) 3130 50885 iiim 73 n - 
El Paso (San Diego) 2636 419 14 | Seattle 73 n - 
Albuquerque (Colorado) 18 44 20) 22 | Las Vegas 53 65 1 
Phoenix 6 6 .50 2 
West W L Pct. GB 
i Los Angeles 3.7 300 4 
Sacramento (San Francisco) 38 24 .613 2 Dallas 3 73 Xo 4 
Tacoma (Seattle) 3428 48 6 Saturday's games 
Las Vegas (Oakland) 3230 516 — 8 | New York 82, Connecticut 75 
Reno (Arizona) 29 33 468 1l Atlanta 89, Chicago 80 
it Lake (L.A. Angels) 25 36 4014 SM 
Sal Sunday's results 
Saturday's results New York 93, Washington 88 
Oklahoma City 10, Round Rock 9 Phoenix 97, Dallas 90 (20T) 
El Paso 17, Las Vegas 16 Seattle at Minnesota, late 
Sugar Land 8, Salt Lake 5 Las Vegas at Los Angeles, late 
Tacoma 9, Reno 6 Monday's games 
Albuquerque 7, Sacramento 4 Indiana at Connecticut, 6 p.m. 
Sunday's results Tuesday's games 
Sugar Land 8, Salt Lake 4 Washington at Atlanta, 6:30 p.m. 
Round Rock 3, Oklahoma City 1 Los Angeles at Seattle, 9 p.m. 
Sacramento 7, Albuquerque 0 Minnesota at Las Vegas, 9 p.m. 
Las Vegas at El Paso, late Wednesday's games 
Reno at Tacoma, late Connecticut at Chicago, 7 p.m. 
Monday's games 
No games scheduled 
Tuesday's games 
Oklahoma City at Sugar Land, 7:05 p.m. Colleges 
Tacoma at Round Rock, 7:15 p.m. Baseball 
El Paso at Albuquerque, 735 p.m. NCAA Division super regionals 
Sacramento at Reno, 8:35 p.m. Double elimination 
Salt Lake at Las Vegas, 9:05 p.m. 
Athens 
Space Cowboys 8, Bees 4 Game I: NC State 18, Georgia 1 
Sugar Land 00 110 202 - 8 122 Game 2: Georgia 11, NC State 2 
Salt Lake 101 110 000 — 4 103 Game 3: Georgia vs. NC State, TBD Monday 
W: Greene (5-1); L: MacGregor (0-4). Bryan-College Station 
Sugar Land - Gordon (3), VanWey (5), Green (6), King | Game 1: Texas A&M 10, Oregon 6 
(8), Coleman (9). Salt Lake - Kerry (6), MacGregor (7), Game 2: Texas A&M vs. Oregon, late 
Zuniga (8), Marte (9) Game 3*: Texas A&M vs. Oregon, TBD Monday 
Saturday’s game Chapel Hill 
Game 1: North Carolina 8, West Virginia 6 
Space Cowboys 8, Bees 5 Game 2: North Carolina 2, West Virginia 1 
Sugar Land 011 105 000-8 110 Charlottesvill 
Salt Lake oo 000 301-5 92 = ae T ERE 
W: Blubaugh (4-2); L: Daniel (3-4). AREIS eA : 
Sugar Land - Blubaugh (5), Mushinski (6), Tamarez (7), Game 2: Virginia 10, Kansas St. 4 
Contreras (8), Suero (9). Salt Lake - Daniel (5), Kolarek Clemson 
(5), Crouse (6), Yovan (7), Garrett (8), Shaw (9). Game I: Florida 10, Clemson 7 
Game 2: Florida 11, Clemson 10 (13) 
MLB leaders Knoxville 
- Game 1: Tennessee 11, Evansville 6 
American League Game 2: Evansville 10, Tennessee 8 
Through June 8 Game 3: Tennessee vs. Evansville, late 
BATTING Lexington 
G AB R H BA Game 1: Kentucky 10, Oregon St. 0 
Witt, KC 66 266 56 85 .320 Game 2: Kentucky vs. Oregon St., late 
Soto, NYY 64 239 49 76 .318 Game 3*: Kentucky vs. Oregon St., TBD Monday 
Rutschman, BAL 61 255 35 78 .306 Tallahassee 
Peña, HOU 65 253 35 76 .30 Game 1: Florida St. 24, UConn 4 
Perez, KC 64 234 25 70 .299 | Game 2 Florida St. 10, UConn 8 (12) 
Judge, NYY 66 235 49 70 .298 | if necessary 
Altuve, HOU 65 269 39 80 297 
Alvarez, HOU 65 250 37 73 .292 
Guerrero, TOR 65 250 30 73 .292 
Paredes, TB 60 222 27 64 .288 Fog thall. 
RUNS: Witt, Kansas City, 56; Henderson, Baltimore, 52; Sat sings E 
J.Ramirez, Cleveland, 50; Judge, New York, 49; Soto, New at ie d 5 a Mi higan 18 
York, 49; Semien, Texas, 48; Volpe, New York, 47; Garcia, Falli Michigan 
Kansas City, 43; Greene, Detroit, 43; Ja.Duran, Boston, ET sel ie Antonio, lat 
42; K.Tucker, Houston, 42. OUS VS. San: ANONO; ate 
RBI: J.Ramirez, Cleveland, 62; Judge, New York, 57; Soto, 
New York, 53; Rutschman, Baltimore, 49; J.Naylor, Cleve- 
land, 47; Witt, Kansas City, 47; Henderson, Baltimore, 45; Golf 
Pasquantino, Kansas City, 43; Perez, Kansas City, 42; 
Rooker, Oakland, 40; K.Tucker, Houston, 40; A.Garcia, PGA Tour 5 
Texas, 40. The Memorial Tournament 
HITS: Witt, Kansas City, 85; Altuve, Houston, 80; Rutsch- | Sunday's final round 
man, Baltimore, 78; Peña, Houston, 76; Soto, New York, | At Dublin, Ohio 
76; Volpe, New York, 76; Alvarez, Houston, 73; Guerrero, Yardage: 7,569; Par: 72 
Toronto, 73; Ja.Duran, Boston, 71; Ju.Rodriguez, Seattle, Scottie Scheffler (700), $4,000,000 ....67-68-71-74—280 
n. Collin Morikawa (400), $2,200,000......68-74-68-71—281 
HOME RUNS: Judge, New York, 23; Henderson, Balti- | Adam Hadwin (350), $1,400,000 ......66-72-72-74—284 
more, 20; K.Tucker, Houston, 19; J.Ramirez, Cleveland, | C. Bezuidenhout (325), $1,000,000.....72-67-74-72—285 
18; Soto, New York, 17; J.Naylor, Cleveland, 16; Stanton, | Ludvig Aberg (275), $766,667 .........68-72-72-74—286 
New York, 15; Santander, Baltimore, 14; 6 tied at 13. Matt Fitzpatrick (275), $766,667 ......13-70-74-69—286 
STOLEN BASES: Caballero, Tampa Bay, 21; Witt, Kansas | Sepp Straka (275), $766,667 2-70-68-76—286 


City, 19; Rengifo, Los Angeles, 17; Ja.Duran, Boston, 15; 
Garcia, Kansas City, 15; Ju.Rodriguez, Seattle, 14; D.Blan- 
co, Kansas City, 13; D.Hamilton, Boston, 13; Mullins, Bal- 
timore, 13; Volpe, New York, 12. 

PITCHING: Lugo, Kansas City, 9-1; Skubal, Detroit, 8-1; 
Gil, New York, 8-1; Rodón, New York, 8-2; Rodriguez, Bal- 
timore, 7-2; Burnes, Baltimore, 6-2; Irvin, Baltimore, 6-2; 


Tony Finau (191), $579,000. 
Sungjae Im (191), $579,000 
Hideki Matsuyama (191), $579,000 
Xander Schauffele (191), $579,000... 
Nick Dunlap (145), $430,334 
Victor Perez (145), $430,334 
Sahith Theegala (145), $430, 
Sam Burns (115), $329,000 


Billy Horschel (115), $329,000... 
Viktor Hovland (115), $329,000.. 
Si Woo Kim (115), $329,000 . 
Rory Mcllroy (115), $329,000. 
Corey Conners (98), $259,500 
fommy Fleetwood (98), $259,500 
Byeong Hun An (80), $200,200 
Akshay Bhatia (80), $200,200 
Max Homa (80), $200,200 
Alex Noren (80), $200,200 
T. Poston (80), $200,200 
Emiliano Grillo (53), $143,500 
Russell Henley (53), $143,500 ... 
Seamus Power (53), $143,500... 
Adam Svensson (53), $143,500 
Nick Taylor (53), $143,500... 
Davis Thompson (53), $143,500 
jason Day (27), $106,500. 
Brian Harman (27), $106,500 
Matt Kuchar (27), $106,500.. 
Peter Malnati (27), $106,500. 
faylor Pendrith (27), $106,500 .. 
justin Thomas (27), $106,500 .. 
Austin Eckroat (21), $88,000 
Denny McCarthy (21), $88,000... 


-£59-74-76-71—290 
69-69-77-75—290 
12-10-73-15—290 
„.70-71-73-76—290 
.68-76-76-71—291 
.£59-73-73-16—291 
.1-73-73-15—292 
£9-72-15-16—292 
.1-73-12-176—292 
:0-74-15-13—292 
.15-69-72-76—292 
.10-78-76-69—293 
.3-71-74-15—293 
£9-74-73-7]—293 
12-13-16-12—293 
13-13-14-73-293 
-13-73-14-13—293 
-13-75-69-77—294 
..1-69-71-71—294 
..5-71-14-14—294 
:12-13-14-15—294 
-J4-71-71-12—294. 
-J1-71-14-12—294 
11-11-71-76-295 
.16-10-73-16—295 
..12-16-71-7]—296 
:14-10-73-79—296 
.0-69-76-80—297 
10-75-78-74—297 
10-75-74-79—-298 
-1-73-71-71—298 
:12-14-11-15—208 
-11-11-12-18—298 
:14-13-68-85—300 
«.3-12-71-79—301 
..16-12-76-77—301 
:12-16-76-80—306 


Will Zalatoris (19), $80,000. 
Keegan Bradley (18), $72,000 
fom Kim (18), $72,000. 
Eric Cole (15), $60,500. 
Lee Hodges (15), $60,500 
fom Hoge (15), $60,500 .. 
Andrew Putnam (15), $60,500. 
Shane Lowry (14), $54,000. 

Cameron Davis (13), $51,500 
Cameron Young (13), $51,500 
jackson Koivun (0), $0 


LPGA Tour 
ShopRite LPGA Classic 


Sunday’s final round 
At Galloway, N.J. 
Yardage: 6,197; Par: 71 
Linnea Strom, $262,500 
Ayaka Furue, $142,408 
Megan Khang, $142,408 ... 
Atthaya Thitikul, $92,633. 
Morgane Metraux, $74,559 
Marina Alex, $52,26; 
Na Rin An, $52,267. 
Wei-Ling Hsu, $52,267 
Lauren Coughlin, $36,90: 
Jenny Shin, $36,903...... 
Albane Valenzuela, $36,903.. 
Ashleigh Buhai, $25,365... 
lodi Ewart Shadoff, $25,365 
Maria Fassi, $25,365 
lin Young Ko, $25,365 . 
Nanna Koerstz Madsen, $25, 36! 
Stephanie Kyriacou, $25,365 
leongeun Lee6, $25,365 .. 
Azahara Munoz, $25,365... 
Yue Ren, $25,365 ..... 
Lauren Hartlage, $18,301 .. 
Yuna Nishimura, $18,301 .. 
Yealimi Noh, $18,301 
Mao Saigo, $18,301 . 
Hinako Shibuno, $18,301 .. 
Arpichaya Yubol, $18,301.. 
Dottie Ardina, $12,687. 
Ssu-Chia Cheng, $12,687.. 
Alexandra Forsterling, $12,687 .. 


..69-70-60—199 
.57-68-65—200 
.55-69-66—200 
..59-67-65—201 
.68-68-66—202 
..58-71-64—203 
.54-70-69—203 
.65-69-69—203 
.69-68-67—204 
.53-69-72—204 
..£5-68-71—204 
-51-12-66—205 
.68-68-69—205 
.68-68-69—205 
.51-69-69—205 
«.51-11-67—205 
.65-70-70—205 
.57-68-70—205 
..£6-71-68—205 
.68-68-69—205 
.51-70-69—206 
..57-71-68—206 
..£6-69-71—206 
..57-68-71—206 
..£6-71-69—206 
..51-75-70—206 
.68-70-69—207 
.69-65-73—207 


Dewi Weber, $5,693 
Muni He, $4,700. 

Aline Krauter, $4,700 
Hira Naveed, $4,700 
Robyn Choi, $4,383 . 
Wichanee Meechai, $4,38: 


Hannah Green, $12,687 -68-68—207 
Mina Harigae, $12,687 . 67-12-68—207 
Brooke Henderson, $12,687 .. 56-73-58—207 
Haeji Kang, $12,687 .51-10-70—207 
MinJi Kang, $12,687 .59-70-68—207 
Auston Kim, $12,687 51-69-71—207 
Pomanong Phatlum, $12,68; 0-68-69—207 
Paula Reto, $12,687 69-69-69—207 
Yu Jin Sung, $12,687 67-68-72—207 
Lindsey Weaver-Wright, $12,687 ..61-69-71—207 
Jaravee Boonchant, $8,51 51-71-70-208 
Kristen Gillman, $8,510 -67-70-208 
Rachel Kuehn, $0 .66-71-71—208 
Somi Lee, $8,510. 68-68-72—208 
Roberta Liti, $8,510.. 2-61-69—208 
Kaitlyn Papp, $8,510 .57-12-69—208 
Lizette Salas, $8,510 ..67-70-71—208 
Cydney Clanton, $7,004 0-68-71—209 
Gianna Clemente, $0 .58-70-71—209 
Perrine Delacour, $7,004... 67-70-72—209 
Hyo Joon Jang, $7,004 70-67-72—209 
lennifer Song, $7,004 ... 0-68-71—209 
lsi Gabsa, $5,693 ..59-60-72—210 
Yan Liu, $5,69: 67-71-72—210 
Mary Liu, $5,693 2-61-11-210 
Gaby Lopez, $5,693 1-67-72—210 
Ana Pelaez Trivino, $5,693 .59-70-71—210 
Alena Sharp, $5,693 .51-68-75—210 
Angela Stanford, $5, 10-69-71—210 
0 

nM 

" 

" 


$ 

n 

M 
GREGG 


PGA Tour Champions — American 


Rob Labritz .B0-69-72—221 
Shaun Micheel 18-72-7122: 
Fran Quinn... 2-71-78—221 
Chad Campbell ..19-72-71—222 
Marco Dawson 10-77-75—222 
Jose Maria Olazabal .. 16-72-74—222 
Mike Crowley... 16-74-73—223 
Robert Damron 16-69-79-224 
Heath Slocum.. .1-75-78—224 
Willie Wood 19-74-72—225 
Jay Haas 15-14-18—221 
Jim Furyk 16-71-79-232 
Rugby 

Major League Rugby 

West LD PF PA Pts 
Houston 110 38 245 9 
Seattle 93 0 343 259 45 
San Diego 84 0 289 271 40 
Dallas 57 0 352 315 3 
Utah 48 0 2% 20 27 
RFC Los Angeles 471 210 353 27 
East W LOD PF PA Pts 
New England 8 4 0 339 253 40 
NOLA 7 5 0 301 271 2 
Chicago 5 6 1 336 294 30 
Old Glory DC 5 5 2 289 310 30 
Miami 4 80 249 X5 2 
Anthem RC 0120 29 54 66 
Saturday's results 


New England 31, Old Glory DC 30 
Houston 29, RFC Los Angeles 12 
Sunday's results 

San Diego 34, Anthem RC 24 
Nola 20, Miami 13 

Chicago at Dallas, late 

Utah at Seattle, late 

Friday's game 

Old Glory DC at Dallas, 7:30 p.m. 
June 15 game 

Seattle at Houston, 6 p.m. 
June 16 games 

Utah at New England, 2 p.m. 
Miami at Anthem RC, 2 p.m. 
NOLA at RFC Los Angeles, 5 p.m. 
June 17 games 

San Diego at Chicago, 7 p.m. 


Soccer 
MLS 
Eastern Conference 

W LT Pts GF GA 
Inter Miami CF 1035 35 42 27 
Cincinnati 1033 3 23 16 
New York City FC 9 52 29 24 
New York 8 45 29 2) 23 
Charlotte FC 7 64 25 18 18 
Toronto FC 7 73 24 2626 
Columbus 6 26 4 2 13 
Philadelphia 4 48 2 27 23 
Nashville 4 57 19 20 22 
D.C. United 4 67 19 2 31 
Orlando City 4 15 Y 162 
CF Montréal 4 75 1 233 
Atlanta 4 84 1 22 
Chicago 3 86 15 17 29 
New England 4101 13 27 
Western Conference 

W LT Pts GF GÀ 

Real Salt Lake 9 26 33 36 19 
Los Angeles FC 9 43 30 28 19 
Minnesota United 8.35 29 28 2 
LA Galaxy T 3p 28:31 25 
Vancouver 7 54 25 24 39 
Austin FC 6 65 23 2125 
Houston 6 64 22 18 18 
Colorado 674 2 2931 
Portland 5 76 21 32 32 
Seattle 4 76 18 2021 
St Louis City 3 49 18 2325 
Sporting Kansas City 3 95 14 26 2 
FC Dallas 3 85 14 18 25 
San Jose 312 1 243) 
NOTE: Three points for victory, one point for tie. 
Saturday's results 
New England 1, New York 0 
Sporting Kansas City 2, Seattle 1 
FC Dallas 1, Minnesota 1, tie 


Portland 0, St Louis City 0, tie 

Friday’s game 

Columbus at New York City FC, 6:30 p.m. 
June 15 games 

Houston at Atlanta, 6:30 p.m. 

D.C. United at Charlotte FC, 6:30 p.m. 
Real Salt Lake at CF Montréal, 6:30 p.m. 
Vancouver at New England, 6:30 p.m. 
Nashville at New York, 6:30 p.m. 

Los Angeles FC at Orlando City, 6:30 p.m. 
Miami at Philadelphia, 6:30 p.m. 

Chicago at Toronto FC, 6:30 p.m. 

St Louis City at FC Dallas, 7:30 p.m. 
Austin FC at Colorado, 8:30 p.m. 
Sporting Kansas City at LA Galaxy, 9:30 p.m. 
Cincinnati at San Jose, 9:30 p.m. 
Minnesota at Seattle, 9:30 p.m. 


NWSL 

W LT Pts GF GA 
Orlando 804 28 211 
Washington 9 30 2 26 16 
Kansas City 7 04 25 26 15 
Portland 7 41 2 25 16 
Gotham FC 6 23 2 2 8 
Chicago 5 61 16 16 17 
Louisville 3 26 D 1 2 
North Carolina 5. 70 15 13.15 
San Diego 3 44 13 10 10 
Bay FC 4 80 12 17 2&4 
Houston 3 63 2 1 2 
Angel City 3 62 ll l2 18 
Seattle 2 81 7 ll 2 
Utah Royals FC 1101 ^ 62 
NOTE: Three points for victory, one point for tie. 
Saturday's results 


Gotham FC 2, Angel City 1 
Washington 1, Utah Royals FC 0 
Bay FC 2, Chicago 1 

Portland 1, North Carolina O 
Sunday's results 

Seattle at Kansas City, late 

Friday's game 

Chicago at Kansas City, 7 p.m. 

June 15 games 

Gotham FC at Louisville, Noon 

San Diego at Washington, 6:30 p.m. 
Orlando at North Carolina, 6:30 p.m. 
Angel City at Houston, 8:30 p.m. 
June 16 games 

Portland at Seattle, 3 p.m. 

Utah Royals FC at Bay FC, 9 p.m. 
June 19 games 

San Diego at Gotham FC, 6 p.m. 
Louisville at Angel City, 9 p.m. 


Family Insurance Championship Tennis 
Sunday's final round 
At Madison, Wis. French Open 
Yardage: 7,083; Par: 72 Sunday's results 
Emie Els.. At Paris 
Steve Stricker .. £9-66-69—204 "e cj 
Cameron Percy 0-70-67—207 Meis singles 
Stephen Ames 3-68-67—208 Championship 
Doug Barron /0-72-66—208 Carlos Alcaraz (3), Spain, def. Alexander Zverev (4), Ger- 
Thomas Bjorn. 69-70-69—208 many, 6-3, 2-6, 5-7, 6-1, 6-2. 
Greg Chalmers 1-68-70—209 Women's doubles 
Mark Hensby = 3-67-69—209 Championship 
Kali pm fa -68-7 En Katerina Siniakova, Czechia, and Coco Gauff (5), United 
Glen Day... 58-74-68-72 States, def. Sara Errani and Jasmine Paolini (11), Italy, 
Chris DiMarco . 25-n-zo | 76 (5), 6-3. 
hongchai Jaidė 1-68-71—2. 
David Duval ..9-68-74—21 : 
Matt Gogel 0726-20 | Transactions 
Miguel Angel Jimen 2-68-71—: 
Tim Petrovic... 0-72-60-2 BASEBALL 
Kevin Sutherland 2-69-70—21 MLB 
American League 


Angel Cabrera. 


lohn Daly ... 4-70-69—2. 
Steve Flesch 0-69-74—2: 
Brian Gay .... 1-68-74—2. 
Ricardo Gonzalez 3-69-71—2 
Lee Janzen ..... £9-72-12-21 
Scott McCarron 1-69-73—21 
fom Pernice. 4-68-71—21 
lohn Senden .. 2-10-71-21 


lason Caron 


john Huston... 3-72-10-2 
lerry Kell £0-69-77—21 
Mario Tiziani 1-72-72-2 


David Bransdor 
lason Gore... 
Tim Herron 


Justin Leonard 0-71-75-2: 
Michael Wright 2-69-15—2. 
Stuart Appleby 5-68-74—2: 
Billy Mayfair .... 4-10-73—2: 
Colin Montgomerie 4-69-74—2: 
Scott Parel.. 4-12-1-2: 


Y.E. Yanı 


Woody Austin . 3-70-75—21 
Paul Broadhurst ... 2-70-76—21 
K.J. Choi 14-75-69-21 


Corey Pavin. 2-71-175—21 
Vijay Singh . 5-74-69—21 
Scott Dunlay 0-72-71—2. 
Robert Karlsson ... „81-68-70-21 


Dicky Pride .. 


= 6-74-10—220 
Joe Durant . 2-72-16—220 
Richard Green . 3-74-74—221 


CHICAGO WHITE SOX: Reinstated LHP Shane Drohan 
rom the 60-day IL and designated him for assignment. 
Optioned RHP Nick Nastrini to Charlotte (IL). Selected the 
contract of LHP Sammy Peralta from Charlotte. 

NEW YORK YANKEES: Agreed to terms with 3B Jose Ro- 
jas on a minor league contract. Designated RHP Dennis 
Santana for assignment. Recalled RHP Ron Marinaccio 
rom Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS: Transferred LHP Alex Wood to 
he 60-day IL. Selected the contract of RHP Michael Ota- 
nez from Las Vegas (PCL). Optioned LHP Jack O'Loughlin 
o Las Vegas. 
SEATTLE MARINES: Placed INF Ty France on the 10-day 
L, retroactive to June 8. Designated RHPs Levi Stoudt 
and Eduardo Salazar for assignment. Selected the con- 
tracts of RHP Matt Bowman and 1B Tyler Locklear from 
'acoma (PCL). Optioned RHP Collin Snider to Tacoma. 
TEXAS RANGERS: Sent RHP Max Scherzer to Round 
Rock (PCL) on a rehab assignment. 
National League 
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS: Designated LHP Logan Al- 
len for assignment. Recalled LHP Tommy Henry from Re- 
no (PCL). 
ATLANTA BRAVES: Transferred OF Ronald Acuna Jr. to 
the 60-day IL. Selected the contract of RHP Hurston Wal- 
drep from Gwinnett (IL). Optioned RHP Draysbel Hernan- 
dez to Gwinnett. 
CINCINNATI REDS: Placed RHP Emilio Pagan on the 15- 
day IL. Recalled RHP Carson Spiers from Louisville (IL). 
COLORADO ROCKIES: Placed SS Brendan Rodgers on 
he 10-day IL, retroactive to June 8. Recalled SS Adael 
Amador from Hartford (EL). 

NEW YORK METS: Sent C Fracisco Alvarez to Brooklyn 
(EL) ona rehab assignment. 

SAN FRANCISO GIANTS: Reinstated RHP Keaton Winn 
rom the 15-day IL. Optioned SS Tyler Fitzgerald to Sacra- 
mento (PCL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS: Sent RHP Josiah Gray to 
Fredericksburg (CRL) on a rehab assignment. 


SOCCER 
MLS 


FC DALLAS: Fired head coach Nico Estevez. Named Peter 
Luccin interim head coach. 


* 
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Enterprise project draws safety issues 


Oil terminal will 
allow tankers too 
close, some say 


By James Osborne 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Thirty 
miles off the Texas coast, Enter- 
prise Products is getting ready to 
move ahead on a deepwater oil 
export terminal that once com- 
plete would allow two super- 
tankers measuring 1,000 feet in 


length to load up with crude si- 
multaneously. 

Similar facilities are in opera- 
tion around the world, including 
one off the coast of Louisiana, to 
service ships too large to navi- 
gate land-based ports like those 
in Houston and Corpus Christie. 
But Enterprises multibillion- 
dollar Sea Port Oil Terminal 
project, which the Biden admin- 
istration cleared to move ahead 
on construction in April, has a 
design feature out of line with 
current maritime standards. 

Tankers will moor far closer 


to the terminal than other facil- 
ities of its kind, increasing the 
risk ofa cataclysmic accident, ac- 
cording to maritime and engi- 
neering experts who spoke to the 
Chronicle. On a typical day, the 
two-thirds of a mile between 
SPOT and its tanker mooring 
would not be a problem. But if a 
sudden squall were to come 
across the Gulf, like one that cap- 
sized the Seacorp Power ship in 
2022, and knock a tanker off its 
mooring, there potentially 
wouldn't be sufficient time for 
the ship to avoid crashing into 


the SPOT terminal. 

A. 500,000-ton ship striking 
the terminal, which is to be 
raised above the Gulf's waters on 
a set of steel pilings stretching 
from the sea floor, would likely 
result in a massive oil spill and 
potentially kill those manning 
the terminal, said Lincoln Stroh, 
a former deputy director with 
the U.S. Coast Guard who serves 
as chairman of the National Off- 
shore Safety Advisory Commit- 
tee, which advises the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security. 

“The worst case is the vessel is 


weather-vaning close to the plat- 
form and then a squall comes 
through and blows the vessel 
against the platform and knocks 
it over,” he said. "It'll not only en- 
danger the people but it'll break 
the pipe carrying the oil. That 

platform is a very soft target." 
A spokesman for Enterprise, 
the Houston-based corporation 
that operates more than 50,000 
miles of oil and gas pipelines 
across the country, declined to 
make executives available or 
provide comment for this story. 
Safety continues on B9 


Jill Karnicki/Staff photographer 


Battleship Texas sits last month near Pier 21 in Galveston. The ship, one of the last remaining vessels that survived both World Wars I and II, is undergoing repairs. 


Battle over waterfront view 


Galveston restaurant says possible dock site for famed ship would kill business 


By Yvette Orozco 
STAFF WRITER 


Battleship Texas could soon regain its 
status as a tourist attraction, but managers 
at a Galveston seafood restaurant say it 
could come at the expense of their water- 
front view. 

Theshipis one ofthelast remaining ves- 
sels that survived both World War I and II, 
and it has been through multimillion-dol- 
lar renovations and restorations over sev- 
eral years, plus a move from its previous 
home at the San Jacinto Battleground State 


Historic Site to the Port of Galveston. 

Leaders of Galveston Wharves, a public 
entity, have been negotiating since 2023 
with Landry's Inc. and the Battleship Tex- 
as Foundation over a proposed deal that 
would dock the battleship at Pier 19, where 
the three entities would maintain the 
ship's operations as a museum and tourist 
fixture, said Rodger E. Rees, director and 
CEO of Galveston Wharves. 

Landry's has two restaurants and a ho- 
tel at Pier 21, near the proposed location. 

Derrick Gutierrez, manager of opera- 
tions for Katie's Seafood Restaurant at Pier 


19, says the deal would kill business by 
blocking the view of the water from Ka- 
tie's. 

In a Facebook post, Gutierrez said it's 
unfair to benefit Landry's at the expense of 
Katie's Seafood. He also thinks it's danger- 
ous to put the battleship in a permanent 
spot in the channel without a hurricane 
evacuation plan in place. 

Gutierrez was not available for an inter- 
view. 

Rees said the Wharves board doesn't 
deny Gutierrez's concerns and under- 
stands the debate over whether the poten- 


tial economic boon would outweigh any 
possible detriment to individual business- 
es. 

“You're looking at a four or five-story 
building between (Katie's Seafood) and the 
water, so it would be right in their face," 
Rees said. 

One issue yet to be settled is how to put 
an insurance policy or contingency fund in 
place if something catastrophic were to oc- 
cur once the ship is docked. 

Rees said he has spoken directly with 
Gutierrez and others who suggest the ship 

Battlesbip continues on B9 


This new Aston Martin tickles the 
fancy with top speed near 200 mph 


It's a rare accomplishment 
when you can market a vehi- 
cle to financial success 

through a sin- 


By Dave Collins 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Conspiracy 


theorist 


Jones seeks liquidation 
to help pay part of $1.5B 
Sandy Hook settlement 


lies won lawsuits 
against him for 
his repeatedly 


Alex calling the 2012 


gle pop culture 
character. 
- It worked for 
` Pontiac in 1977, 
R^ when Burt 
Reynolds drove 
Jesus a black Trans 
Garcia Am, and Vin 


Diesel's Dom 
Toretto has 
played a part in 
moving Dodge 
Chargers off the lot, But none 
can hold a candle to the life- 
style fantasy that James Bond 
Garcia continues on BII 


BEHIND THE 
WHEEL 


Jesus R. Garcia/Contributor 
The 2024 DBX has a push button gear selection in the center 
of the dashboard. The 2025 model is redesigned. 


Jones is seeking court permis- 
sion to convert his personal 
bankruptcy reorganization to a 
liquidation, which would lead to 
a sell-off of a large portion of his 
assets to help pay some of the 
$1.5 billion he owes relatives of 
victims of the Sandy Hook Ele- 
mentary School shooting. 
Jones and his media compa- 
ny, Free Speech Systems, both 
filed for bankruptcy reorganiza- 
tion after the Sandy Hook fami- 


shooting X that 
killed 20 first- 
graders and six 


Jones educators in 

Newtown, 
Conn., a hoax on his Infowars 
programs. 


But Jones and the Sandy 
Hook families have been unable 
to agree on how the resolve the 
cases, leading to Jones filing a 
motion Wednesday in U.S. 

Jones continues on B9 
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SAFETY 


From page B8 


Enterprise filed an applica- 
tion for SPOT in 2019 with the 
Department of Transportation's 
Maritime Administration. After 
a three-year review the agency 
signed off on the design, includ- 
ing the two-thirds of a mile dis- 
tance between the platform and 
the tanker moorings, enlisting 
input from more than a dozen 
federal agencies, including the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

Two months before that deci- 
sion came down, the American 
Bureau of Shipping, which certi- 
fies U.S. ports, filed a comment 
on SPOT's docket, warning that 
it was updating its standards for 
mooring systems, which may, 
"impact this, and other deepwa- 
ter port permit applicants' proj- 
ects." 

Under rules that would go in- 
to effect in January 2023, termi- 
nals in offshore waters would 
need to "substantially" increase 
the standard 0.58 mile distance 
between a mooring and any sta- 
tionary object to account for "the 
prevailing environment (wind, 
waves, current, squalls, micro- 
bursts, rotary currents, and 
shallow water effect)," wrote the 
firm. 

Deepwater terminals were al- 
ready largely following that 
guidance. The Louisiana Off- 
shore Oil Port, for instance, a 
joint venture of Shell, Valero and 
Marathon Petroleum, which be- 
gan operation in 2018, maintains 
a1.3 mile distance from its tanker 
mooring. 

However, the Maritime Ad- 
ministration decided not to ap- 
ply the new standard to SPOT, 
explaining that the Coast Guard 
had conducted its own risk anal- 
ysis of “potential vessel collision 
scenarios, including vessel 
strike of the manned platform.” 

The Maritime Administration 
referred questions to the Coast 
Guard, which said it would con- 
sider responding to a request for 
comment. 

For years a small group of 
maritime consultants, some of 
whom are connected to a rival 
deepwater oil export projects, 
have campaigned to force Enter- 
prise to adjust its design, enlist- 
ing prominent ship captains and 
former Coast Guard leadership 
to make their case. 

Sentinel Midstream, which is 
developing another deepwater 
terminal, Texas GulfLink, com- 
missioned the more than 250- 
year-old marine certification 
firm Lloyd’s Register in London 
to determine the minimum dis- 
tance a deepwater port in the 
northern Gulf of Mexico should 
maintain for moorings. It report- 
ed back last summer and advis- 
ed a distance of1.2 miles for ports 
accepting supertankers, ex- 
plaining, “breakaways are real: 
They have happened and fre- 
quently enough that they cannot 


} 
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Ali Mohammadi/Bloomberg file photo 


Experts and advisers say Enterprise's two-third mile mooring for supertankers, which measure more than 1,000 feet in length, 
isn't enough room to maneuver during a storm or other emergency, putting the Sea Port Oil Terminal in danger. 


be explained away." 

"The other certifying agen- 
cies, they're all saying more or 
less the same thing," said Dan 
Harris, a veteran ship's captain 
who worked on LOOP and is 
now director of marine opera- 
tions for Sentinel. “I can't speak 
for the entire world, but I've re- 
searched it a lot, and I couldn't 
find any deep water ports taking 
(supertankers) that maintain as 
small a maneuvering area as 
SPOT. In Australia, off the west- 
ern coast, there's a terminal with 
a similar distance but they only 
accept smaller ships, a third the 
weight of a (supertanker)." 

At the root of Enterprise's 
unique design, Harris said, are 
new federal environmental re- 
quirements that require offshore 
terminals to capture the emis- 
sions vented while tankers are 
filling up with crude — some- 
thing that was not required 
when LOOP was built. While 
Texas GulfLink is planning to 
have specialized ships pull up 
along the tankers to capture 
their emissions, Enterprise is 
opting to run a more than 3,000- 
foot-long hose from the terminal 
to the tankers and lengthening 


that another couple thousand 
feet would likely render the sys- 
tem inoperable, Harris said. 

They could switch to a differ- 
ent venting system, but that 
would likely require an addi- 
tional environmental review, 
which is "going to push them 
back a year and a half," Harris 
said. 

Sentinel has a clear motiva- 
tion to delay SPOT's progress. 

They and other firms develop- 
ing deepwater oil terminals in 
the Gulf, including Houston's 
Phillips 66 and Dallas-based En- 
ergy Transfer, are racing to catch 
up with Enterprise. Once opera- 
tional, SPOT would be able to 
load 2 million barrels of crude 
per day on supertankers — more 
than all the oil produced in Tex- 
as each day. 

Once that happens, SPOT 
would likely, "crowd out the oth- 
er projects," with not enough 
tanker demand for more than 
one new deep water terminal in 
the Gulf, said Dylan White, an 
analyst with research firm Wood 
Mackenzie. 

Among maritime experts, 
opinions on SPOT’s safety pro- 
tocols are mixed. Augusta Roth, 


a veteran captain and professor 
of navigation at Texas A&M's 
Maritime Academy, said that 
safety standards were constant- 
ly updating and that to require a 
developer to meet rules that 
were not in place while they 
were designing the project was 
unreasonable. 

“If something got approved 
last year and then the rules 
change and you require them to 
make changes, you'd never make 
progress. It's basic common 
sense,” she said. "There's a lot of 
naysayers who are ex-Coast 
Guard out there." 

However, Hari Balasubrama- 
nian, an ocean engineering pro- 
fessor at the State University of 
New York's Maritime College, 
said the safety concerns were le- 
gitimate, explaining that once a 
tanker breaks off its mooring in 
a storm, it's going to take time to 
regain control. 

“Two-thirds of a mile might 
seem quite a big area, but it will 
shrink very quickly" he said. 
"These are very sluggish ships 
designed to carry a large quanti- 
ty of cargo, not for agility in ma- 
neuvering." 

The questions around the 


port's design come as Enterprise 
is trying to sign customers over- 
seas to long-term contracts for 
SPOT’s oil, with executives tell- 
ing analysts in April they 
planned to make a final invest- 
ment decision by the end of the 
year. 

But they still have some hur- 
dles to clear, including a final 
certification from the U.S. Coast 
Guard or one of the outside 
firms they work with, such as 
ABS or Lloyd's, which could 
force SPOT to accept smaller 
ships or make other changes to 
reduce the risk of a collision 
from a breakaway tanker. 

But critics worry that so much 
time and money have been in- 
vested, nobody at the certifying 
firms or the Coast Guard will be 
willing to stop the project from 
going ahead as designed. Earlier 
this week, Stroh, the adviser to 
Homeland Security, wrote a let- 
ter to Coast Guard Commandant 
Linda Fagan, urging her to “ap- 
ply leadership and pressure to 
address this risk now.” 

“T don’t know if the command- 
ment knows what’s going on be- 
low her,” Stroh said in an inter- 
view. 


JONES 


From page B8 


Bankruptcy Court in Houston 
asking a judge to convert his per- 
sonal case from a Chapter u reor- 
ganization to a Chapter 7 liqui- 
dation. 

“The Debtor does not antici- 
pate that a resolution may be 
reached with the other parties in 
interest sufficient to confirm a 
chapter 1 plan of reorganiza- 
tion," Jones' filing said. *Given 
that there is no reasonable pros- 
pect of a successful reorganiza- 
tion, remaining in chapter 1 
would incur additional adminis- 
trative expenses without con- 
comitant benefit to the Debtor's 
estate." 

Jones bankruptcy lawyers 
did not immediately reply to Fri- 
day messages seeking comment. 

Christopher Mattei, a lawyer 
for the families, said in a state- 
ment that "Alex Jones has hurt 
so many people. The Connecti- 
cut families have fought for 


years to hold him responsible no 
matter the cost and at great per- 
sonal peril. Their steadfast focus 
on meaningful accountability, 
and not just money, is what has 
now brought him to the brink of 
justice in the way that matters 
most." 

The Sandy Hook families, 
meanwhile, are asking the same 
judge to convert Free Speech 
Systems' case from a reorganiza- 
tion to a liquidation. 

Judge Christopher Lopez has 
scheduled a June 14 hearing in 
Houston to decide on how to re- 
solve the cases. 

Jones' lawyers have said that 
the company's case also ap- 
peared to be headed toward a 
liquidation, or it could be with- 
drawn. 

Liquidation could mean that 
Jones would have to sell most of 
what he owns, including his 
company and its assets, but 
could keep his home and other 
personal belongings that are ex- 
empt from bankruptcy liquida- 
tion. Proceeds would go to his 


creditors, including the Sandy 
Hook families. 

If Free Speech Systems' caseis 
withdrawn, the company would 
return to the same position it 
was in after the $1.5 billion was 
awarded in the lawsuits and it 
would send efforts to collect the 
damages back to the state courts 
in Texas and Connecticut where 
the verdicts were reached. 

Jones already has moved to 
sell some of his personal assets 
to pay creditors, including his 
Texas ranch worth around $2.8 
million. 

But a liquidation of Jones' and 
his company's assets would 
raise only a fraction of what he 
owes the Sandy Hook families. 

According to the most recent 
financial statements filed in the 
bankruptcy court, Jones person- 
ally has about $9 million in as- 
sets, including his $2.6 million 
Austin-area home in Texas and 
other real estate. He listed his 
living expenses at about $69,000 
for April alone, including about 
$16,500 for expenses on his 


home, including maintenance, 
housekeeping and insurance. 

Infowars’ parent company, 
Free Speech Systems, which em- 
ploys 44 people, had nearly $4 
million in cash on-hand at the 
end of April. The business made 
nearly $3.2 million in April, in- 
cluding from selling the dietary 
supplements, clothing and other 
items that Jones promotes on his 
show, while listing $1.9 million in 
expenses. 

Last weekend, Jones warned 
on his show that his company 
faced an imminent shutdown 
because of what he called a con- 
spiracy by the government and 
Democrats related to his bank- 
ruptcy cases. He urged his sup- 
porters to form a human chain 
around his Austin studio to pre- 
vent a takeover, and said he was 
sleeping in the studio to guard 
against a shutdown — which 
didn’t happen. 

Lopez, the judge, ruled Mon- 
day that Jones could keep oper- 
ating until June 14, when deci- 
sions on potential liquidations 


are expected. 

Jones has said on his show 
that even if Free Speech Systems 
and Infowars are sold off, he 
could resume his broadcasts in 
some other fashion. 

Jones had offered a bankrupt- 
cy reorganization plan that 
would have let him keep operat- 
ing Free Speech Systems and In- 
fowars while paying the Sandy 
Hook families a minimum total 
of $55 million over 10 years. Be- 
fore that proposal, the families 
had offered to settle their debt 
for a minimum of $85 million. 

The families of many, but not 
all, of the Sandy Hook victims 
sued Jones and won the two tri- 
als in Connecticut and Texas. 

The relatives said they were 
traumatized by Jones’ comments 
and the actions of his followers. 
They testified at the trials about 
being harassed and threatened 
by Jones’ believers, some of 
whom confronted the grieving 
families in person saying the 
shooting never happened and 
their children never existed. 


BATTLESHIP 


From page B8 


should be docked in front of Lan- 
dry’s properties, which are 
owned by Tilman J. Fertitta, the 
billionaire businessman who al- 
so owns the Houston Rockets, 
along with the Golden Nugget 
Hotel and Casinos. 

"They're all saying "Why don't 
you go put it in front of his restau- 
rant?" 

According to Rees, Galveston- 
born Fertitta has a memorandum 


of understanding with the Battle- 
ship Foundation that if the ship 
moves near Pier 21, Landry's Inc. 
will manage it from a tourism 
standpoint. 

Dash Kohlhausen, Landry's 
deputy general counsel, sent the 
following statement to the Hous- 
ton Chronicle: 

“While the proposed location 
for the historic Battleship Texas 
may block some of the views of 
Landry's harbor front properties 
Willie G's, Harbor House, etc., 
and a few others, it will also at- 
tract more than a million visitors 


a year to the area," he said. 

“This will be a boon for all of us 
and the island's entire tourism in- 
dustry." 

More than 1,685 signatures so 
far have been collected on a peti- 
tion started by Gutierrez, which 
included a plea for the board to 
move the battleship to Seawolf 
Park Naval Museum on Pelican 
Island outside of downtown Gal- 
veston, where it would be docked 
on dry land alongside historic 
aircraft. 

“Our goal is to be an integrated 
partner with all parties involved 


and continue to elevate the is- 
land’s historic tourism industry,” 
Matt Pham, vice president of de- 
velopment for the Battleship Tex- 
as Foundation, said in a state- 
ment. “The Battleship Texas has 
already received incredible inter- 
est from the state, region and 
throughout the country with 
broad support for our effort 
across the island.” 

Rees said that as a public enti- 
ty, the Wharves Board is listening 
to the concerns of Gutierrez and 
others, and the foundation is fo- 
cused on moving the ship where 


it will have the best visibility. 

“It’s an unknown, so I under- 
stand their (Katie's Seafood) posi- 
tion," Rees said. 

The ship, which would be 
scheduled to be relocated by late 
2025, would sit approximately 75 
yards from Katie's Seafood, a res- 
taurant that has received several 
awards for its waterfront views 
since it opened five years ago. 

From the foundation's stand- 
point, “it’s not the view, it's what 
the ship represents,” Rees said. 
“It’s going to be a tough decision 
for the board to make.” 
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Legal Bids & Proposals Legal Bids & Proposals 


LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR REQUEST FOR 
COMPETITIVE SEALED PROPOSALS FOR BARRETT STATION HEAD START SITE 
CLEARING & PLAYGROUND SURFACE INSTALLATION - CSP #24-039TD 


Harris County Department of Education is seeking competitive sealed proposals to 


construct a new Head Start Playground, located at 808 1/2 Magnolia Avenue, Crosby, 


TX 77532. A CSP package including Drawings and Specifications may be accessed 
at https://hcdeebid.ionwave.net/Login.aspx. Sealed Proposals must be received 
on/before June 25, 2024; Base Proposal by 2:00 P.M.; via the HCDE eBid system. 
Proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud at 2:10 P.M. at the HCDE 
Administration Building, 6300 Irvington Boulevard, Houston, TX 77022. Proposers 
are encouraged to attend a non-mandatory pre-proposal meeting to be held on June 
12, 2024, 10:00 A.M. at the Barrett Station Community Center building followed by a 
visit to the project site. Statement of Qualifications must be submitted to the 
Architect no later than 5:00 P.M. on June 20, 2024. Contact Jerry Bevel AIA, cre8 
Architects, telephone 713.526.2738 for additional information. 


HCDE reserves the right to reject any or all proposals or waive any or all 
irregularities. 


LEGAL NOTICE 
Choice Partners (CP), a national purchasing cooperative and division of the Harris 
County Department of Education, has issued the following Requests for Proposals 


(RFPs): 

è RFP 24/051SG - Affordable Care Act (ACA) Auditing, Reporting and Related 
Services 

Proposals are due July 2, 2024, 2:00 PM CT. 

€ RFP 24/052SG -- Scientific Equipment and Related Items 

Proposals are due July 2, 2024, 2:30 PM CT. 

€ RFP 24/053TC - Third Party Code Inspection Services 

Proposals are due June 27, 2024, 2:00pm CT 


All proposals must be submitted via the HCDE online eBid System at 


https://hcdeebid.ionwave.net, Interested proposers may go to www.choicepartners.org 


and/or call 877-696-2122 for more information 


LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR REQUEST FOR COMPETITIVE SEALED PROPOS- 
ALS FOR BARRETT STATION HEAD START SITE CLEARING & PLAYGROUND 
SURFACE INSTALLATION - CSP #24-039TD 


Harris County Department of Education is seeking competitive sealed proposals to 


construct a new Head Start Playground, located at 808 1/2 Magnolia Avenue, Crosby, 


TX 77532. A CSP package including Drawings and Specifications may be accessed 
at https://hcdeebid.ionwave.net/Login.aspx. Sealed Proposals must be received 
on/before June 25, 2024; Base Proposal by 2:00 P.M.; via the HCDE eBid system. 
Proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud at 2:10 P.M. at the HCDE 
Administration Building, 6300 Irvington Boulevard, Houston, TX 77022. Proposers 
are encouraged to attend a non-mandatory pre-proposal meeting to be held on June 
12, 2024, 10:00 A.M. at the Barrett Station Community Center building followed by a 
visit to the project site. Statement of Qualifications must be submitted to the 
Architect no later than 5:00 P.M. on June 20, 2024. Contact Jerry Bevel AIA, cre8 
Architects, telephone 713.526.2738 for additional information. 


HCDE reserves the right to reject any or all proposals or waive any or all 
irregularities 


Legals/Public Notices Legals/Public Notices 


CITY OF HOUSTON 
DEPARTMENT OF NEIGHBORHOODS 
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION (HYBRID HEARING) 
NOTICE OF RESULTS 


On Wednesday, June 5, 2024, a public hearing was held before the Building and 
Standards Commission pursuant to subchapter C of Chapter 54 of the Tex. Loc. 
Gov't Code and Chapter 10 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, Texas. The Or- 
ders are recorded in the Real Property Records in Harris County and may be ob- 
tained at 201 Caroline, 3rd Floor, Houston, TX 77002. Based on the evidence pre- 
sented, the Commission entered the following fact findings for the following prop- 
erties located at: 


945 LATHROP ST (MAIN STRUCTURE), 77020; Legally described as LT 1 BLK 24 
LIBERTY HEIGHTS SEC 3; Last known owner: CURRENT OWNER. [An order was is- 
sued requiring the owner/lien holder to obtain a permit within sixty (60) days, 

and complete repairs or demolition of this structure within ninety (90) days in ac- 


cordance with Dangerous Building Requirements of Chapter 10 of the City of Hous- 


ton Code of Ordinances.] 


3327 FRANCIS (MAIN STRUCTURE), 77004; Legally described as LT 10 & TR 7 
BLK 23 BOOKER T WASHINGTON; Last known owner: FOROUDI HAMID. [Hearing 
was dismissed at the request of the city.] 


1115 NIAGARA ST (MAIN STRUCTURE), 77051; Legally described as TRS 6 & 7A 
BLK H BROOKHAVEN R/P; Last known owner: WASHINGTON MADONNA A. [An or- 
der was issued requiring the owner/lien holder to obtain a permit within sixty 
(60) days, and complete repairs or demolition of this structure within ninety (90) 
days in accordance with Dangerous Building Requirements of Chapter 10 of the 
City of Houston Code of Ordinances.] 


1822 CRESLINE ST (MAIN STRUCTURE), 77093; Legally described as LTS 44 & 45 
BLK 3 WELLINGTON PLACE; Last known owner: ST BASIL'S CENTER FOR EASTERN 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES. [An order was issued requiring the owner/lien holder to ob- 
tain a permit within sixty (60) days, and complete repairs or demolition of this 
structure within ninety (90) days in accordance with Dangerous Building Require- 
ments of Chapter 10 of the City of Houston Code of Ordinances.] 


3512 DREYFUS ST (MAIN STRUCTURE), 77021; Legally described as LT 2 BLK 35 
SOUTH UNION SEC 3; Last known owner: PROCTOR SHEMIN V. [An order was is- 
sued requiring the owner/lien holder to secure from unauthorized entry within 
thirty (30) days, obtain a permit within sixty (60) days, and complete repairs or 
demolition of this structure within ninety (90) days in accordance with Dangerous 
Building Requirements of Chapter 10 of the City of Houston Code of Ordinances.] 


301 GOLDENROD ST (MAIN STRUCTURE), 77028; Legally described as LTS 12 3 
8 9 & 10 BLK 13 GLEN PARK; Last known owner: MEGA SHIPPING LLC. [Hearing 


will be reset for this property at the request of the city.] 


5407 QUEENSLAND ST (MAIN STRUCTURE), 77001; Legally described as LT 10 
BLK 40 EAST HOUSTON; Last known owner: LAMARK INVESTMENTS LLC. [The 
owner shall pay a civil penalty in the sum of one thousand four hundred and fifty 
dollars and zero cents ($1,450.00) to the City of Houston for Ordinance viola- 
tions. An order was issued requiring the owner/lien holder to secure from unau- 
thorized entry within thirty (30) days, obtain a permit within sixty (60) days, and 
complete repairs or demolition of this structure within ninety (90) days in accord- 
ance with Dangerous Building Requirements of Chapter 10 of the City of Houston 
Code of Ordinances.] 


9723 CARGILL ST (SHED), 77029; Legally described as LT 9 & 10 BLK 80 FIDELI- 
TY; Last known owner: HARVEY RUSSELL W CAMPOS HARVEY DORA M. [Hearing 
was dismissed at the request of the city.] 


6902 ABILENE ST (MAIN STRUCTURE), 77020; Le aliy described as TR 1B BLK 
23 LIBERTY HEIGHTS SEC 3; Last known owner: HUTH GILBERT H. [Hearing will be 
reset for this property at the request of the city.] 


1210 WINTER ST (MAIN STRUCTURE), 77007; Legally described as WEST 10 FT 
LT 2 & TR 3 BLK 258 BAKER NSBB; Last known owner: LAZO BARBARA 
GUARDADO JAIME. An order was issued requiring the owner/lien holder to se- 
cure from unauthorized entry within thirty (30) days, obtain a permit within sixty 
(60) days, and complete repairs or demolition of this structure within ninety (90) 
days in accordance with Dangerous Building Requirements of Chapter 10 of the 
City of Houston Code of Ordinances.] 


7203 AVENUE N (MAIN STRUCTURE), 77011; Legally described as LTS 23 24 TRS 
A1 B1 & C1 BLK 129 MAGNOLIA PARK SEC 2; Last known owner: GALLEGOS RITA 
ROMERO. [The owner shall pay a civil penalty in the sum of one thousand three 
hundred and fifty dollars and zero cents ($1,350.00) to the City of Houston for 
Ordinance violations. An order was issued requiring the owner/lien holder to se- 
cure from unauthorized entry within thirty (30) days, obtain a permit within sixty 
(60) days, and complete repairs or demolition of this structure within ninety (90) 
days in accordance with Dangerous Building Requirements of Chapter 10 of the 
City of Houston Code of Ordinances.] 


7203 AVENUE N (DETACHED GARAGE), 77011; Legally described as LTS 23 24 
TRS A1 B1 & C1 BLK 129 MAGNOLIA PARK SEC 2; Last known owner: GALLEGOS 
RITA ROMERO. [An order was issued requiring the owner/lien holder to secure 
from unauthorized entry within thirty (30) days, obtain a permit within sixty (60) 
days, and complete repairs or demolition of this structure within ninety (90) days 
in accordance with Dangerous Building Requirements of Chapter 10 of the City of 
Houston Code of Ordinances.] 


LEGAL NOTICE 

Application has been made with the Texas Alchohol- 
ic Beverage Commission for a Brewer’s License by 
Robert Bell dba Point City Brewing Company, to be 
located at 7055 Old Katy Road Suite 127, Houston, 


IPLHOU0048311 


TABC Notices TABC Notices 


LEGAL NOTICE 

Application has be made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a Late Hours Certificate by 
The Fadeaway Barbershop and Lounge LLC dba The 
Fadeaway, to be located at 13660 Westheimer Rd. 
Houston, Harris country Texas. Officers of said 
company are Rayvon Simpson, Winston Crosby, and 
Ronald Lilly. 


Notice to Creditors 


HoustonChronicle.com/Place-Legals 


Notice to Creditors 
“NOTICE TO CREDITORS: Notice is 
hereby given that original Letters Testa- 
mentary for the Estate of Edward M. Carr, 
Deceased, were issued on May 14, 2024, 
in Cause No. 523748, pending in Probate 
Court No. 1 of Harris County, Texas, to 
the Independent Executor: Philip Gibson 
Carr aka Phillip Carr. All persons having 
claims against this Estate which is cur- 
rently being adminis-tered are required to 
present them to the undersigned within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law: Tyler McConnell c/o Phillip Carr, 
4201 Main St. 200-184, Houston, Texas 
77002. DATED the 10th day of June, 
2024. Tyler McConnell, Esq., Attorney 
0/B/0 Phillip Carr; State Bar No.: 
24081033.” 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 
WILLIAM P. CAMERON, Deceased, were 
issued on May 16, 2024, in Cause No. 
524757, pending in the Probate Court No: 
One (1), Harris County, Texas, to: GLORIA 
K. CAMERON. 


All persons having claims against this 
Estate which is currently being 
administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law. 


c/o: Christine K. Jonte 
Attorney at Law 

222 Pennbright Dr., Suite 100 
Houston, Texas 77090 


DATED the 6th day of June, 2024. 


/s/ 

Christine K. Jonte 

Attorney for GLORIA K. CAMERON 
State Bar No.: 11001800 

222 Pennbright Dr., Suite 100 
Houston, Texas 77090 

Telephone: (281) 875-1996 
Facsimile: (281) 875-6683 

Email: christine@ckjonte.com 


Legal Bids & Proposals 


THE UPLAND 

Greenfield Construction is now accepting 
competitive bids for all qualified Houston 
trade subcontractors for "The Upland", a 
new 120-unit affordable housing commun- 
ity located in the Spring Branch neighbor- 
hood of Houston. 

Submit lump-sum sealed bids no later 
than 3pm on June 27th, 2024. Plans and 
specifications are now available and can 
be requested by the Construction 
Manager Alec Eaton. For more 
information, contact (213) 213-1292 or 
aeaton@greenfielddev.org 
The Owner reserves the right to reject any 
and all proposals, waive informalities in 
the Bids, ac cepting the Bid which best 
serves the interest of the Owner, subject 
to the bids meeting all HUD and Texas 
General Land Office (GLO) procure ment 
requirements for the lowest responsive 
bidder. The rationale for Owner's selection 
is provided with the bid form. 

This project will be jointly funded by the 
U.S. Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) Department through the Texas 
General Land Office (GLO), and adminis- 
tered by the Harris County Housing 
Finance Corporation through their Harris 
County ARPA Funding and the Harris 
County Redevelopment Authority. Bidders 
shall comply with regulations from the 
ARPA Funding which includes but are not 
limited to compliance with Nondiscrimina- 
tion, Affirmative action, and equal oppor- 
tunities in Employment. 
There is also a requirement of affirmative 
efforts to Hire women business enterpris- 
es and minority business enterprises. 
Subcontractors will also be required to 
provide a Debarment Certification. 
TIDWELL APARTMENTS 

Greenfield Construction is now accepting 
competitive bids for all qualified Houston 
trade subcontractors for "Tidwell Apart- 
ments", a new 99-unit affordable housing 
community located in the Northside/ 
Northline neighborhood of Houston. 
Submit lump-sum sealed bids no later 
than 3pm on August 1st , 2024. Plans and 
specifications are now available and can 
be requested by the Construction 
Manager Alec Eaton. For more informa- 
tion, contact (213) 213-1292 or 
aeaton@greenfielddev.org 

The Owner reserves the right to reject any 
and all proposals, waive informalities in 
the Bids, accepting the Bid which best 
serves the interest of the Owner, subject 
to the bids meeting all HUD and Texas 
General Land Office (GLO) procurement 
requirements for the lowest responsive 
bidder. The rationale for Owner's selection 
is provided with the bid form. 

This project will be jointly funded by the 
U.S. Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) Department through the Texas 
General Land Office (GLO), and adminis- 
tered by the Harris County Housing 
Finance Corporation through their Harris 
County ARPA Funding and the Harris 
County Redevelopment Authority. Bidders 
shall comply with regulations from the 
ARPA Funding which includes but are not 
limited to compliance with Nondiscrimina- 
tion, Affirmative action, and equal oppor- 
tunities in Employment. 

There is also a requirement of affirmative 
efforts to Hire women business enterpris- 
es and minority business enterprises. 
Subcontractors will also be required to 
provide a Debarment Certification. 


FORMAL BID - will receive request 
for proposals 6/24/2024 10:00 AM 
for : Naming Rights Consulting 


Services #24-06-8575R-RFP. 
12510 Windfern Rd., Houston 77064 
www.cfisd.net/bids 


Request for Proposal addressed to Spring 
Branch Independent School District, 

will be received in the SBISD Purchasing 
Office at 1031 Witte RD, BLDG T-1A, 
Houston, TX 77055-6016 until: 

JUNE 27, 2024 @ 2:00 PM FOR: 

EARLY LEARNING CENTERS PREP LINES 
(16230) 

PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE ON JUNE 
19, 2024 @ 11:00 AM via ZOOM. 

For information contact the SBISD Pur- 
chasing Department at (713) 251-1100 
Proposers should register on lon Wave 
website 
https://springbranchisd.ionwave.net/Logi 
n.aspx 


Tejano Center For Community Con 
cerns(Tejano Center)/Raul Yzaguirre 
Schools For Success(RYSS) is accepting 
sealed bids for prime vendors for the 
Child Nutrition and Adult Care Program 
At-Risk (Dinner) in Houston. This request 
is for the 2024-2025 school year. If inter- 
ested, please visit The Tejano 
Center/RYSS website https://www.ryss. 
org/rfps and click “ Request for Proposal 
"or mail to 2950 Broadway Street, Hous- 
ton Texas,77017. All bids are due by July 
8, 2024, at 5:00PM 


Legals/Public Notices 


HOUSTON-GALVESTON 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING 
ORGANIZATION SEEKS PUBLIC 
FEEDBACK TO ENHANCE LANGUAGE 
ACCESS 


The Houston Galveston Area Council 
(H-GAC), home of the eight-county 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO), launched a survey to learn how 
well communities can access and take 
part in transportation activities in 
different languages. This survey is the 
first step to updating H-GAC's Language 
Access Plan. The survey, available in 
English, Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, 
and Korean, will be available through June 
17, 2024. Survey results will be 
considered in the Language Access Plan 
revision. 


The public comment period on the revised 
Language Access Plan will run from July 2 
through August 1, 2024. A public meeting 
will be held July 30, 2024, to review the 
updated plan and receive public 
comments in person. 


In compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, H-GAC will provide for 
reasonable accommodations for persons 
attending H-GAC functions. Requests 
from persons needing special 
accommodations should be received by 
H-GAC staff 24 hours before a function. 
The public meeting will be conducted in 
English, and requests for language 
interpreters or other special 
communication needs should be made at 
least two working days before a function. 
Call 713-993-2418 for assistance. 


legalsechron.com 


713.362.6868 


Citation by Publication Legals/Public Notices Legals/Public Notices 


CAUSE NO: 2023-31073 


IN THE 234TH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT OF 
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 


PLAINTIFF(S): RAMIREZ, DIANA 
BEHENA 


vs. 
DEFENDANT(S): CROW, DARRYL JAMES 
CITATION BY PUBLICATION 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
County of Harris 


NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: You have been 
sued. You may employ an attorney. If you 
or your attorney do not file written answer 
with the clerk who issued this 

citation by 10:00am on Monday next fol- 
lowing the expiration of forty-two days 
after the date of issuance of this citation 
and petition, a default judgment may be 
taken against you. In addition to filing a 
written answer with the clerk, you may 
be required to make initial disclosures 
to the other parties of this suit. These 
disclosures generally must be made no 
later than 30 days after you file you an- 
swer with the clerk. Find out more at 
TexasLawHelp.org.” 


To: CROW, DARRYL JAMES 
WHOSE WHEREABOUTS ARE 
UNKNOWN 


YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to be 
and appear before the 234TH Judicial 
District Court of Harris County, Texas in 
the Courthouse in the city of Houston, 
Texas at or before 10:00 o'clock A.M. 
Monday, the 15TH day of JULY, 2024, 
being the Monday after the expiration 
date of forty-two days after this citation is 
issued, and you are hereby commanded 
and required then and there to appear 
and file written answer to the PLAINTIF- 
F'S ORIGINAL PETITION, filed in said 
Court on the 18TH day of May, 2023, a 
suit numbered 2023-31073 docket of 
said court, wherein RAMIREZ, DIANA 
BEHENA, the Plaintiff's, CROW, DARRYL 
L JAMES, the Defendant, the nature of 
plaintiff's demand being and the said pe- 
tition alleging: MOTOR VEHICLE 
ACCIDENT 


SYNOPSIS 

This lawsuit is based on a motor vehicu- 
lar collision occurring on or about Sep- 
tember 22, 2022, at on 25th Avenue N 
near the State Highway 3 intersection in 
Texas City, Texas. The collision was prox- 
imately caused by negligence and/or 
recklessness of the Defendant. At the 
time of the collision, Defendant was 
negligent in one or more ways. As a re- 
sult of Defendant's actions, Plaintiff has 
suffered sever bodily, economic, and 
mental injuries for which Plaintiff sues. 


Notice hereof shall be given by publishing 
this Citation once a week for four consec- 
utive weeks previous to the 15th day of 
JULY, 2024, in some newspaper pub- 
lished in the County of HARRIS, if there 
be a newspaper published therein, but if 
not, then the nearest county where a 
newspaper is published, and this Citation 
shall be returned on July 10, 2024, which 
if forty-two days after the date it is issued, 
and the first publication shall be at least 
twenty-eight days before said return day. 


HEREIN FAIL NOT, but have before said 

court on said return day this Writ with 

your return thereon, showing how you 
ave executed same. 


WITNESS: MARILYN BURGESS, District 
Clerk, Harris County, Texas 


GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF 
SAID COURT at Houston, Texas this 
29TH day of MAY, 2024. 


MARILYN BURGESS, District Clerk 
Harris County, Texas 

201 Caroline, Houston, Texas 77002 
P.O. Box 4651, Houston, Texas 77210 


By:/s/ Rhonda Momon 
Rhonda Momom, Deputy District Clerk 


(SEAL) 
Newspaper: HOUSTON CHRONICLE 


Issued at the request of: 

TRINCA, JOSEPH DALE 

Address: 8222 DOUGLASS AVENUE 
SUITE 400 

DALLAS, TX 400 

214-526-7900 

BAR# 24134603 


SUMMONS (Family Law) 


NOTICE TO RESPONDENT (Name): 
Gurpreet Singh 


You have been sued. Read the information 
below and on the next page. 


Petitioner's name is: Veerpal Kaur Bassi 


CASE NUMBER: 
24FL072450 


You have 30 calendar days after this 
Summons and Petition are served on you 
to file a Response (form FL-120) at the 
court and have a copy served on the 
petitioner. A letter, phone call, or court 
appearance will not protect you. 

If you do not file your Response on time, 
the court may make orders affecting your 
marriage or domestic partnership, your 
property, and custody of your 

children. You may be ordered to pay sup- 
port and attorney fees and costs. 

For legal advice, contact a lawyer immedi- 
ately. Get help finding a lawyer at the Cal- 
ifornia Courts Online Self-Help Center (w 
ww.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp), at the 
California Legal Services website (www.la- 
whelpca.org), or by contacting your local 
county bar association. 


NOTICE—RESTRAINING ORDERS ARE 
ON PAGE 2: These restraining orders are 
effective against both spouses or domes- 
tic partners until the petition is dismissed, 
a judgment is entered, or the court makes 
further orders. They are enforceable any- 
where in California by any law enforce- 
ment officer who has received or seen a 
copy of them. 


FEE WAIVER: If you cannot pay the filing 
fee, ask the clerk for a fee waiver form. 
The court may order you to pay back all 
or part of the fees and costs that the court 
waived for you or the other party. 


he name and address of the court are: 


ayward, CA 94544 


he name, address, and telephone num- 
er of the petitioner's attorney, or the pe- 
itioner without an attorney, are: 

hillip B. Sarmiento, Esq. 

2140 Peralta Boulevard, Suite 104, Fre- 
mont, CA 94536 

Tel: (510) 258-8091 


Date: 04/19/2024 


Clerk, /S/ — , Deputy 
icks 


J. Hick: 


LEGAL 
NOTICES 


& SNORING SPOUSE 


co 


vu 


TWO THINGS YOU BETTER 
NOT FORGET ABOUT 


Stay legal and get noticed 
by emailing our team at 
legals@chron.com 


(ke) HoustonChronicle.com 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


On June 4, 2024, Entergy Texas, Inc. (“ETI”) filed an application 
with the Public Utility Commission of Texas ("Commission" or 
"PUC") requesting approval of an amendment to ETI's Certificate 
of Convenience and Necessity (“CCN”) permitting ETI to construct 
the Legend Power Station, a combined-cycle combustion turbine 
generating unit with a nameplate rating of 754 MW to be located in 
Jefferson County, Texas, and the Lone Star Power Station, a simple- 
cycle combustion turbine generating unit with a nameplate rating of 453 
MW to be located in Liberty County, Texas (together, the "Dispatchable 
Portfolio"). As part of its long- term electric supply resource plan, ETI 
has determined that it needs additional generating resources in the near 
future. The docket number and style of the application are PUC Docket 
No. 56693, Application of Enteray Texas, Inc. to Amend its Certificate 
of Convenience and Necessity fo Construct a Portfolio of Dispatchable 
Generation Resources. ETI is not seeking to change its rates in 
this proceeding. 


The proposed Legend Power Station would be constructed near ETI's 
Legend Substation approximately 1 mile south-southwest of Texas State 
Highway 73 in Port Arthur, Texas. Port Arthur is the only municipality 
within five miles of the project site. The proposed Lone Star Power Station 
would be constructed near ETI's Jacinto Substation approximately 2.5 
miles northeast of Cleveland, Texas. Cleveland and North Cleveland are 
the only municipalities, and Sam Houston Electric Cooperative is the 
only neighboring utility providing utility service, within five miles of the 
Liberty County proiect site. A potential alternate site for the Lone Star 
Power Station is in San Jacinto County, approximately five miles from 
ETI's Jacinto Substation, adiacent to County Road 2201 northeast of 
Cleveland, Texas. Cleveland and Shepherd are the only municipalities, 
and Sam Houston Electric Cooperative is the only neighboring utility 
providing utility service, within five miles of the alternative project site. 
A map showing the locations of the Dispatchable Portfolio resources 
may be viewed at ETI's offices at 350 Pine Street, Beaumont, Texas 
77701, and is included with notices published in newspapers of general 
circulation in ETI's service area. A copy of the map may also be obtained 
by contacting tcr e entergy.com. 


The total estimated cost of the Dispatchable Portfolio, based on a 
mid-2028 commercial operation date, is approximately $2.198 billion, 
comprised of $1.463 billion for Legend Power Station and $735.3 million 
for Lone Star Power Station, inclusive of estimated costs of transmission 
upgrades and interconnection costs, contingency, an allowance for 
funds used during construction, and expenses related to seeking 
Commission certification. 


The deadline for intervention in this proceeding is July 19, 2024, and a 
letter requesting intervention should be received by the Commission by 
that date. A request to intervene (original and ten copies) or request for 
further information should be mailed to the Public Utility Commission of 
Texas, P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326. Persons who wish to 
intervene in or comment upon these proceedings should notify the Public 
Utility Commission of Texas as soon as possible, as an intervention 
deadline will be imposed. The preferred method for you to file your 
requestfor intervention is electronically, and you will be requiredto serve 
the request on other parties by email. Therefore, please include your 
own email address on the intervention request. Instructions for electronic 
filing via the "PUC Interchange Filer" on the Commission's website can 
be found here: https:// interchange.puc.texas.gov/filer. Instructions for 
using the PUC Interchange Filer are available at: https:;//ftp.puc.texas. 
gov/public/puct-info/industry /filings/E -Filing Instructions.pdf. Once 
you obtain a tracking sheet associated with your filing from the PUC 
Interchange Filer, you may email the tracking sheet and the document 
you wish to file to: centralrecords @puc.texas.gov. For assistance with 
your electronic filing, please contact the Commission's Help Desk at 
(512) 936-7100 or helpdesk @puc.texas.gov. You can review materials 
filed in this docket on the PUC Interchange at: http://interchange. 
puc.texas.gov/. If you are unable to file your intervention request or 
comments electronically, you may mail your request or comments (and 
ten copies) to: Public Utility Commission of Texas, Central Records, 
Atin: Filing Clerk, P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326. Further 
information may also be obtained by calling the Public Utility Commission 
at (512) 936-7120 or (888) 782-8477. Hearing- and speech-impaired 
individuals with text telephones (TTY) may contact the commission 
at (512) 936-7136. 


A copy of ETIS application may be viewed by accessing the 
“filings — interchange" section of the Commissions webpage at 
www.puc.state.tx.us. In addition to the intervention deadline, other 
important dates may affect participation in this docket. Therefore, 
any orders or other filings already made in the docket should be 
reviewed. The control number for this proceeding on the Commission's 
webpage and in the Commission's interchange is 56693. Persons with 
questions or who want more information about this application may 
also contact tcr @entergy.com or by calling 866-981-2602 during normal 
business hours. 
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Court blocks ruling on 
religious liberty training 


By Kevin McGill 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


NEW ORLEANS — An ap- 
peals court has blocked a feder- 
al judge's order that three attor- 
neys for Southwest Airlines get 
religious liberty training from a 
conservative advocacy group, 
saying the judge likely exceeded 
his authority. 

Three judges with the sth 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
New Orleans put the training 
order on hold Friday while ap- 
peals are pursued. 

The order is an outgrowth of 
a case in which a Southwest 
flight attendant, Charlene Cart- 
er, sued the airline and her 
union after she was fired for 
sending graphic anti-abortion 
material and disparaging mes- 
sages to a union leader and fel- 
low employee. Carter won an 
$800,000 court award, also the 
subject of an appeal, after her 
attorneys argued that she was 
terminated for her religious be- 
liefs. 

The religious training re- 
quirement was part of a con- 
tempt order against the airline 
issued by U.S. District Judge 
Brantley Starr. After Carter 
won a jury verdict, Starr or- 
dered the airline to tell flight at- 


tendants that under federal law, 
it “may not discriminate against 
Southwest flight attendants for 
their religious practices and be- 
liefs.” 

Instead, the Dallas-based air- 
line told employees that it “does 
not discriminate” and told flight 
attendants to follow the airline 
policy it cited in firing Carter. 

In August, Starr found 
Southwest in contempt for the 
way it explained the case to 
flight attendants. He ordered 
Southwest to pay Carter’s most 
recent legal costs and dictated a 
statement for Southwest to re- 
lay to employees. He ordered 
the three lawyers to complete at 
least eight hours of religious lib- 
erty training from the Alliance 
Defending Freedom, which of- 
fers training on compliance 
with federal law prohibiting re- 
ligious discrimination in the 
workplace. 

The conservative group has 
played a high-profile role in 
multiple legal fights. They in- 
clude defending a baker and a 
website designer who didn’t 
want to work on same-sex mar- 
riage projects, efforts to limit 
transgender rights and a chal- 
lenge to longstanding federal 
approval of a medication used 
in the most common way to end 


a pregnancy. 

Arguments in the appeal 
were heard Monday. The argu- 
ments concentrated on Carter’s 
firing and did not deal with the 
contempt order. However, the 
airline said in briefs that the 
contempt order violated its free 
speech rights and should be 
overturned. 

“At bottom, it appears that the 
district court sought, at least in 
part, to punish Southwest for 
what the district court viewed 
as conduct flouting its holding,” 
the appellate court ruling said. 
“But its punitive sanctions like- 
ly exceed the scope of the court’s 
civil-contempt authority.” 

Still pending is the decision 
on the effort by Southwest and 
the flight attendants union to 
reverse the $800,000 judgment 
in Carter’s favor. The panel has 
given no indication when it will 
rule. 

Starr was nominated to the 
federal district court bench by 
former President Donald 
Trump. 

The 5th Circuit judges on the 
panel included Trump nomi- 
nees Cory Wilson and Kurt En- 
gelhardt, along with Edith 
Brown Clement, nominated by 
former President George W. 
Bush. 


Following its deal for 
NFL games, will Netflix 
go after live news shows? 


By Stephen Battaglio 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 


When Netflix announced last 
month that it had acquired the 
rights to two NFL football games 
to stream on Christmas Day, TV 
news agents were buzzing. 

If the streaming behemoth is 
getting into sports — after saying 
for so long that it wouldn't — 
could live news shows be far be- 
hind as the streaming giant based 
in Los Gatos, Calif., diversifies its 
programming roster? 

Think of the ease ofa button on 
the Netflix home screen that 
could take users to a breaking 
story, such as last month's guilty 
verdict in former President Don- 
ald Trump's hush money trial in 
New York. 

Or consider how Netflix, 
which has 270 million users 
worldwide, could send out an 
alert to get viewers to watch cov- 
erage of the State of the Union ad- 
dress or a presidential debate. 

Nielsen data for April shows 
that Netflix is the second most- 
watched source for television 
viewing, accounting for 7.6% of all 
TV consumption, behind You- 
Tube's 9.696. 

Live news would give users an- 
other reason to log in at a time 
when they are looking to consoli- 


date the number of streaming 
services they pay for each month. 

Also, it would expand on what 
Netflix is doing with live broad- 
casts in other genres, such as the 
company's star-studded “The 
Roast of Tom Brady” and the Net- 
flix Slam tennis tournament. 

Last year, Netflix added a sub- 
scriber tier in which users who sit 
through sponsor messages pay a 
lower monthly fee. 

Live content such as the NFL 
and the WWE’s weekly “Raw” 
show (coming to Netflix next 
year) will have commercials, 
bringing Netflix ad revenue in ad- 
dition to subscriber fees. 

The company demonstrated its 
commitment to capturing a share 
of the TV ad market with its first 
glitzy, in-person, upfront sales 
presentation in New York last 
month. 

Live news is an effective way to 
get audiences to sit through ads. 

The company has internally 
discussed opportunities in news, 
just as it has for many formats on 
traditional TV that attract audi- 
ences. But when asked about any 
plans along those lines, a Netflix 
representative cited a recent in- 
terview with CEO Ted Sarandos 
in which he said the platform has 
no plans to pursue breaking 
news. 


GARCIA 


From page B8 


created for Aston Martin, 
a brand symbolic of top- 
shelf luxury, exotic grand 
tours and shaken marti- 
nis, dating to 1962. 

In 2020, Aston Martin 
debuted the DBX, its first 
SUV and first all-wheel- 
drive vehicle with off- 
road capability. Since 
then, the brand celebrat- 
ed its 100th birthday in 
2023, and the DBX has 
continued to be a high- 
dollar option for those 
looking for an ultra-Iuxu- 
rious, grand touring su- 
percar that can carry five 
people with luggage. 

When Aston Martin 
asked if I wanted to take 
the latest DBX707 out for 
a spin, I thought it was a 
cruel prank. My disbelief 
continued until the 
weighted key fob dropped 
into my hand. Then I saw 
the price tag, and the 
butterflies in my stomach 
were instantly engulfed in 
an inferno of acid reflux. 

At nearly $300,000 
(with options), this is the 
most expensive vehicle 
I've been entrusted to 
operate for a week. On 
the first day of the road 
test, I was in a cold sweat 
on a hot Texas day, wor- 
rying about the care of 
the DBX707, knowing that 
my liability-only car in- 
surance policy was on the 
line if serious harm came 
to this elegant machine. 

But luxury is unsur- 
prisingly easy to get ac- 
customed to, like accli- 
mating to a heated pool. 
After the first day, I had 
my bearings and focused 
on the SUV's outstanding 
performance, alluring 
interior cabin and relish- 
ing the envious stares 
from BMW drivers. 

Fun fact: The DBX has 
the largest grille ever 
fitted on an Aston Martin, 
bearing the wide grin of 
someone trying to sell 
you a timeshare. In other 
parts of the world, the 
SUV is marketed as a 
full-size model, but for 
our value-sized stan- 
dards, it's considered a 
mid-size. The sculpted, 
slim-fit exterior styling 
gives it an athletic aes- 
thetic that looks smaller 
than other high-perfor- 
mance SUVs. Complete 
with all the cues of a 
go-faster product, such as 
a duck-tail roof spoiler 
that tips the swooping 
roofline like a freshly 
combed pompadour. 

Dressed in the optional 
Racing Line green paint 
($8,400), it acted as a 
lasso that captured peo- 
ple's attention and pulled 
tight to hold it. The lovely 
shade of green was com- 


Jesus R. Garcia/Contributor 


The Aston Martin GBX707 as tested is priced at almost $290,000. Twin-turbocharged 4.0L V8 power 
produces the equivalent of 697 horsepower, which means zero to 60 in 3.1 seconds and top speed of 193 mph. 


plemented by yellow- 
painted carbon ceramic 
brake calipers ($1,800) 
tucked behind the up- 
graded 23-inch forged 
satin black/diamond- 
turned wheels ($5,900). 
However, like other sport 
utility vehicles crafted by 
supercar OEMs, the 
DBX707 looks like an 
Aston Martin coupe 
stretched to fit the dimen- 
sions of an SUV. 

Inside, the interior 
came appointed in duo- 
tone upholstery ($8,400) 
with a Q Special green 
leather ($6,500). The 
steering wheel comes 
wrapped in a mix of 
leather and Alcantara 
($1,000) and features a 
12-inch digital instrument 
cluster and a 10.2-inch 
infotainment screen in 
the center. It’s important 
to note that the 2025 mod- 
el has a redesigned interi- 
or layout compared to the 
2024 model shown. 

The decision to redo 
the interior cabin came 
straight from the CEO 
after the media and cus- 
tomers complained about 
the outdated and quirky 
layout. For starters, the 
2024 DBX has a push 
button gear selection 
located on top of the in- 
fotainment screen in the 
center of the dashboard. 
So, to select drive, park or 
reverse you must extend 
your arm and reach out to 
press a button. 

Moreover, the infotain- 
ment screen is not touch- 
sensitive. It can only be 
controlled using buttons 
on the steering wheel, a 
rotary knob on the center 
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console, or a small touch- 
pad located behind the 
knob. Three methods to 
navigate one screen and 
its still awkward to use. 
For 2025, Aston Martin 
did away with the dash- 
mounted push button 
gears for a more user- 
friendly center console 
shift lever, redesigned 
dashboard, new steering 
wheel, and upgraded 
software. Plus, there's an 
option for a 23-speaker 
Bowers & Wilkins sound 
system. 


The 707 attached to the 
DBX name stands for its 
Mercedes-AMG derived 
twin-turbocharged 4.0L 
V8 power output. If you 
use PS or PferdeStarke, 
the metric unit for mea- 
suring horsepower, it 
comes out to 707 hp, 
which is equivalent to 697 
hp here in the United 
States. DBX707 rolls off 
the tongue smoother than 
DBX697. Math aside, this 
means zero to 60 in 3.1 
seconds and enough V8 
muscle to reach a top 
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speed of 193 mph. 

The best thing about 
the DBX707 is how it 
vocalizes its acceleration 
through a set of dual 
double-barrel exhaust 
system that can be ampli- 
fied by pushing a little 
button on the console 
labeled with an icon of an 
exhaust tip. Put your foot 
in it, and this thing un- 
leashes a Barry White 
baritone rumble that'll 
stir the blood into an 
adrenaline frenzy. 

When you add an 
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Transmission: 9-speed 
automatic 
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Price as shown: $285,886 


adaptive air suspension, 
an all-wheel drive system 
with an active transfer 
case, a 9-speed automatic 
transmission and massive 
carbon ceramic brakes, 
you get a super SUV that 
can talk the talk and walk 
the walk when it comes to 
dynamic driving charac- 
teristics. If you're curious 
about fuel economy, it 
averages 17 mpg using 
only the finest premium 
fuel. 

With a starting price of 
a quarter million, the 
Aston Martin DBX707 is 
not intended to be a rea- 
sonable purchase. Howev- 
er, if you're in a fortunate 
position and want a super 
family hauler that stands 
out through exclusivity 
and powered by proven 
German engineering, the 
DBX707 will tick all your 
boxes. 


Mansker, Robert 


ROBERT MANSKER 
01/29/1941 - 05/07/2024 


Robert Thomas Mansker 
died peacefully from cancer in 
the Goodwin House, Bailey's 
Crossroads, Hospice on 
May 7. He is survived by his 
spouse, Randy Butler, sister 
Jackie Oncken, niece Leah 
Johnson, her two children 
Nathan and Ava, and cousins. 


Born in Houston, Texas, of 
A.J. and Annie Mae Mansker, 
Bob attended Schreiner 
University. After graduating 
from Schreiner University, 
he went on to Texas A&M 
University at Commerce, 
where he attained his doctor- 
ate in education. He taught 
at Texas A&M for a time after 
receiving his Ph.D. 


In 1979 Bob accepted the 
position of Press Secretary 
on the Congressional Staff of 
Rep. Martin Frost (Texas). He 
then became the Democrat 
Staff Director for the Joint 
Committee on Printing. He 
was a Committee Volunteer 
for the U.S. Senate Federal 
Credit Union. In 1998 he was 
appointed as the Deputy Pub- 
lic Printer where he served 
until his retirement in 2003. 
The Government Printing 
Office is responsible for the 
Congressional Record and a 
host of other publications. 


Bob's political interest 
began as a preteen on sum- 
mer break. He routinely at- 


tended Houston City Council 
meetings. On more than one 
occasion the mayor invited 
"Tommy" (as he was known 
then) to join the Council 
lunch table. 


He was a Texas liberal 
who held office in both high 
school and college student 
government associations. He 
ran for the Texas House of 
Representatives. He was an 
active member of the Texas 
State Society. 


He met the love of his life, 
Randy, in the 1990s and 
they began a long-distance 
relationship that led them to 
a mutual commitment and 
buying a home in Fairfax 
County. Men of faith, they 
became members of Rock 
Spring Congregational 
Church in Arlington. They 
were drawn to the congrega- 
tion for the church's open 
and affirming welcome to the 
LBGTQ- community. Bob 
joined Randy in volunteering 
at Arlington Food Assistance 
Center through Rock Spring 
Church until his health pre- 
vented him from continuing. 
Bob also participated in the 
Church' card ministry. Bob 
and Randy were married in 
the Rock Spring sanctuary in 
December 2021. 


Bob was larger than life, 
physically, intellectually, and 


emotionally. Friends recall 
his warmth, wry humor, belly 
laughs, and his keen mind. 
He was an avid duplicate 
bridge player, attaining 

the rank of Life Master of 
Duplicate Bridge. In that 
capacity, he gave lectures on 
bridge playing and facilitated 
duplicate bridge playing on 
sea cruises. As a young adult, 
he enjoyed league bowling. 


He and Randy loved 
beagles, owning three of 
them. Enjoying the theater, 
they also volunteered at 
Arena Stage for several years. 
Bob supported the Fairfax 
County Office of Elections 
as Chief Election Officer 
with Randy as an Election 
Officer at their home precinct, 
Graham Greenway, in over 30 
special, primary, and general 
elections. Locally, he was the 
parliamentarian of the Fairfax 
County Democratic Commit- 
tee for several years. Further, 


Bob served on the Fairfax 
County Board of Equalization 
for 17 years. 


A viewing will be held June 
18, at Old Town Funeral 
Choices, 1905 Belle Haven 
Rd., Alexandria, from noon 
to 2:00 p.m. Following the 
viewing, the burial will take 
place at National Memorial 
Park, 7482 Lee Highway, 
Fairfax, at 3:00 p.m. 


A celebration of Bob’s life 
will be held at Rock Spring 
Congregational Church at 
10:30 a.m. on June 19, with 
reception to follow. (5010 
Little Falls Rd., Arlington, 
VA) The service will be 
livestreamed at https://www. 
rockspringucc.org/worship- 
livestream/ 


Contributions in Bob's 
memory may be made to 
Schreiner University, Ker- 
rville, TX. 
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